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R E V I E W 
by Prof. DSc Ludmila Ivancheva 

Member of Scientific Jury according to Order RD-09-770 of 18.12.2019 

on the competition for the academic position "Professor" 

announced in the State Gazette, issue 89 of 12.11.2019 

in Discipline Sociology (in the field of health and disability), 

Professional Area 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Culture Sciences, 

for the department “Public Policies and Social Changes” at IPhS-BAS  

  

1. Brief information about the applicants in the competition 

 

For the announced academic position were submitted documents by one 

applicant – DSc Bozhidar Ivkov, Associate Professor at the department "Public 

Policies and Social Changes", Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, BAS. The 

Technical Commission for Verification of Documents admitted him to participate 

in the competition. As evidenced by the enclosed documents, Assoc. Prof. Ivkov 

meets the minimum national requirements for holding the position. 

He was born on 18. 07. 1956. In 1983 he graduated in sociology at Sofia 

University “St. Kliment Ohridski ". He has worked as a factory sociologist for 

four years. From 1992 to 1998 he was a chairman of the Union of Disabled People 

in Bulgaria. In 2003 he defended his doctoral thesis on "Disability and social 

barriers (life status and social barriers to the disabled)" at the Institute of 

Sociology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Since 2004 he has been working at 

the same institute where he was habilitated in 2008. In 2019, he obtained a DSc 

degree in Sociology from the Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge 

(successor of the Institute of Sociology) with a dissertation on the topic 

"Sociology of Disability. Historical roots, object, subject and structure of the 

sociological discipline". He is fluent in Polish and Russian and uses English. 

 

2. General description of the submitted materials 

For the participation in the competition, Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov has 

submitted a total of 24 scientific publications, including two monographs, part of 

one collective monograph, one study and 20 articles in journals and collections, 

one of which is co-authored. 18 of the publications are in Bulgarian language, one 

article is in English in a Bulgarian issue, and another is in Russian in a foreign 

issue. The thematic scope of the publications submitted for evaluation is too 
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broad, covering areas such as sociology of disability, sociology of medicine and 

health care, sociology of social policy, applied ethics, sociological aspects of the 

Internet and new technologies, etc. 

The attached documents show that the publications submitted for evaluation 

in the competition are different from those with which the applicant participated 

in his habilitation and for obtaining PhD and DSc degrees. 

 

3. In case of collective publications – determination of the applicant's 

contribution 

The applicant has submitted two co-authored publications for evaluation: 

one collective monograph and one co-authored article in a Bulgarian journal. In 

the collective monograph, the author's texts and the corresponding contributions 

of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov are very exactly and clearly distinguished, so that they can 

be adequately assessed. In the second case, such an explicit distinction is missing 

and no separation protocol has been attached, so that the candidate's scientific 

results will only be discussed in the context of his participation in research on the 

subject considered there. 

 

4.General characteristics of the applicant's scholarly and applied research 

activities 

The research activity of Dr. Ivkov is definitely dominating. He is an 

extremely productive scholar – in the relatively short period of his research work 

(for 15 years), he has a remarkable number of scientific publications – 93 in total, 

of which 4 monographs, 3 participations in collective monographs, 7 books, 11 

studies and 23 articles in scientific journals. The rest are articles in conference 

proceedings and thematic collections. There are also 7 manuals issued. He has 

reported his research results to 8 international scientific forums in Bulgaria and 

abroad. He has been a leader of several research projects with external funding, 

including by the National Research Fund. 

In his publications the applicant demonstrates high factual and 

methodological conversance and competence, ability to critically comprehend the 

wide range of literary sources he uses, as well as a high level of creativity in the 

development of scientific ideas, and a remarkable ability to conceptualize and 

systematize (especially valuable qualities for a modern scholar). He has a clear, 

analytical and logically consistent style of presentation of problems and research 

results, with his scholarly texts distinguished by their conciseness, consistency 

and extremely good argumentation. Shows good faith and correctness in quoting. 
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The applicant is also a talented and successful communicator of scientific 

knowledge to the public. From 1 August 2012 to date he has more than 900 

publications in his personal blog, about 500 of which are book reviews and other 

mainly foreign publications in the field of sociology of disability and medicine, 

as well as popular scientific materials. In this way, Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov 

contributes actively to the dissemination of valuable scientific knowledge among 

the general public, which is an important aspect when applying for the academic 

position "Professor". 

The biography of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov depicts also his active 

applied-research and expert activity. For six years he was a chairman of the 

Union of Disabled People in Bulgaria, which, along with his specific scientific 

knowledge, has developed his skills and competences to uphold the interests of 

this significant and socially vulnerable part of Bulgarian society. That's why he 

continues to be a sought-after expert and consultant in the field of social policy in 

the field of health and disability. He is a long-time member of the editorial board 

of the journal “Sociology and Economics” and of the Scientific Council of IFhS-

BAS. 

   

5. Educational and pedagogical activity 

The applicant took a lecture course in Social Work with Persons with 

Disabilities, Master's Degree, at Veliko Turnovo University "St. St. Cyril and 

Methodius” in the period 2008-2010. As a scientific supervisor, he has prepared 

a PhD student who has successfully defended his doctoral dissertation (Krasimir 

Brykov). 

 

6. Analysis of the content of the applicant's scientific achievements 

The most significant volume of contributions is reflected in the two 

monographs of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov submitted for evaluation in this competition. 

As a researcher in field of Science Studies, his monograph “Sociology of 

Disablement” is of particular value to me. In it, skilfully applying the historical-

retrospective and systemic approach, logical analysis and methods of interpretive 

sociology (in the sense of Max Weber and Georg Zimel – as a study of social 

phenomena in terms of those directly involved in them), the need for introduction 

and methodological differentiation of the new for Bulgaria independent 

sociological discipline "Sociology of Disablement" is justified, with its 

specificities and diversity, but also with its inherent structural and functional 

integrity. Its genesis and the stage of its development have been clarified, 

demarcating it from the Sociology of Medicine and the so-called Disability 
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Studies. Its thematic scope, conceptual framework, specific approaches and 

methods, relevant categorial apparatus, etc., are depicted in detail. The subject 

areas in the Sociology of Disablement are outlined as a complex problem, as well 

as the corresponding theoretical and applied objectives, tasks and basic research 

questions in the context of national specifics and of the universal dimensions of 

the problem. Both internal system dynamics and external determination in the 

development of the research field are shown. Outlined is the social (along with 

the cognitive) institutionalization of the Sociology of Disablement – the 

emergence of relevant organizational forms such as associations, departments, 

research groups, specialized institutes, etc.; publishing scientific journals in the 

considered research area, holding scientific forums on relevant topics, etc. 

Assoc. Prof. Ivkov enriches the sociological theory with an innovative 

interpretation of the category "Disablement" (Monographs № 2; Articles and 

reports № 3-5, 10, 12), clarifying its essence, considering it as an expression of a 

phenomenon that combines in synergistic connection both health and purely 

social and political aspects, complementing its understanding in the context of 

complexity theory and developing a classification scheme for types of 

disablement. In general, Bozhidar Ivkov explicates with precision, depth, high 

research competence and clarity the important and actual moments in the 

Sociology of Disablement, offering at the same time an original conceptualization 

and setting a systematic perspective that allows the problem of the relationship 

between disablement and politics in contemporary society to be understood in a 

new, more objective and productive light. His work also outlines clear guidelines 

for further development of research in this thematic sphere. 

 In his second monograph (Monographs № 1), the applicant proposes a large-

scale historical and sociological reconstruction of disability and treatment of the 

people with disabilities from millennia back in time to the present. This is indeed 

a very valuable scientific work that reveals the evolution of this significant social 

problem, in a comparative context as well (foreign practices vs. the situation on 

the Bulgarian lands), which lends it additional value. I accept the importance of 

the conclusions that, “... throughout the history of humanity, people with 

disabilities have been treated in a different, most often negative way than this one 

which was dominant and in conformity with social norms generally accepted in a 

society. … Another important conclusion is related to the concept of 'health 

failures'”. 

Looking at the applicant's theoretical research contributions, I cannot fail to 

note as an achievement also the creation of a new qualitative method, a variant of 
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the narrative method designated by the author as an analysis of micro-narratives, 

incl. biographical. Its scientific and practical applicability and effectiveness in the 

study of unknown or poorly known social phenomena and processes has been 

verified (Studies No.1; Articles and Reports No.11). 

Another important scientific achievement is the delineation of the subject 

field of neuroethics and neurosociology as new research disciplines related to the 

effects on the individual and on society as a whole of the massively applied 

specific modern technologies and products based on them (Articles and Reports 

No. 7). 

Regarding the applied-research achievements of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar 

Ivkov, I would point out his numerous studies of high social importance for the 

Bulgarian society, related to the sociology of health and to the referring to this 

field policies (Articles and reports № 1, 3-6, 10, 12, 14, 17-19). In general, the 

research findings, presented in the publications listed, enrich the empirical 

knowledge base in the field, at the same time helping to make informed political 

decisions for the benefit of the social groups concerned. 

Other specific thematic fields, in which the applicant has a noteworthy 

applied-research contribution, are related to the applied aspects of semiotics and 

semantics (Studies № 1; Articles and Reports № 9). In one case, medical diagnosis 

and chronic illness are interpreted as signs, signification and meanings from the 

perspective of people with chronic rheumatoid diseases, and important 

conclusions are drawn regarding their perceptions and their respective effects on 

their lifestyle. In the second publication, “Simple and Complex Linguistic Signs 

and Construction of Meanings”, certain terms used in social policy for children 

with disabilities are critically analysed, arguing for their labelling and even 

stigmatizing meaning and proposing replacement with others which do not have 

such a negative connotation. 

 

7. Reflection of the applicant's scientific publications in our and foreign 

literature 

According to the list of noted citations, submitted for the competition, they 

are 123 in total. The research production of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov has been 

widely reflected in scientific and educational publications, expert reports and 

important for our country political documents. The number of these citations is 

105, the remaining 18 are citations in dissertations. His scientific works have been 
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cited in publications in Bulgarian, Russian and English, some of them in 

international and foreign editions. The applicant has a high h-index for the social 

sciences – 5. And one of his books (“Models and Concepts of Disablement”, 

published in 2006) received 11 citations, that is, he falls into the category of 

scholars with non-zero “Index 10”, which is an important indicator of the level 

and impact of his scientific output. I am obliged to note here that the last two 

monographs of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov were only published last year and are 

therefore still in the so-called "citation window" – that is, the period of two years 

after publication, when usually there are still no references. But his founding 

work, “Sociology of Disablement”, which I value very highly, already has two 

citations, and I have every reason to expect it to elicit an appropriate broad 

response among researchers. 

   

8. Critical notes and recommendations 

I have no critical comments on the applicant's scientific output. I would only 

recommend that in his future work he should focus his efforts on submitting more 

publications to reputable international journals, thus giving his research results 

deservedly higher visibility and reflection among the international scientific 

community. 

 

9. Personal impressions of the applicant 

I have known Assoc. Prof. Ivkov since the establishment of the Institute of 

Philosophy and Sociology, ie. for almost ten years. This totally dedicated and 

always looking for new topics and challenges researcher has always impressed 

me with his wide culture and respectful range of interests, with his scientific 

competence and erudition, with his striving to be of maximum benefit to the 

Bulgarian society, especially to the segment with more disadvantaged and 

vulnerable groups. But besides an erudite scholar pursuing high research 

standards, he is also a highly moral man – absolutely honest, tolerant of others' 

opinion, principled, benevolent and ready to assist, at the same time open and 

responsible, without compromising on his conscience, alien to any hypocrisy, 

backstage, conformism, manipulation and lies. A man with an extremely strong 

spirit, unbreakable, positive and unyielding, but also possessing a wonderful, 

inimitable sense of humour. Although with a relatively short research path (about 

15 years), Assoc. Prof. Ivkov has proven to be a fully established, internationally 

recognized and authoritative scientist, purposeful and conscientious, with 

remarkable volume, scope and quality of scientific output. He has a critical 
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attitude and original, heuristic thinking. A scholar with a very well-defined 

research profile, who has succeeded in expanding the perimeter of national 

sociology and who has been working in a research area in which he is the 

undisputed scientific leader in Bulgaria. 

 

10. Reasoned conclusion 

On the basis of all the above, I am convinced to give a deservedly high 

evaluation of the undeniably significant research achievements of Assoc. Prof. 

Bozhidar Ivkov, reflected in the submitted publications for participation in the 

competition, as well as of his rich expert, popularization and lecturing activity. 

Therefore, I strongly support his election to the academic position of Professor in 

the professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Culture Sciences of the 

department “Public Policies and Social Changes” at IPhS-BAS, recommending 

that the other members of the honourable Scientific Jury also to vote positively, 

and the members of the Scientific Council of IPhS – successfully to finalize his 

election. 

 

 

 

February 7, 2020                                 Signature:          

 

                                                                    (Prof. DSc Ludmila Ivancheva) 

 

 

 


