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R E V I E W 
by Assoc. Prof. D-r Zdravka Toneva, MD 

Member of Scientific Jury according to Order RD-09-770 of 18.12.2019 

on the competition for the academic position „Professor“ announced in the State 

Gazette, issue 89 of 12.11.2019 in Discipline Sociology (in the field of health and 

disability), Professional Area 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Culture Sciences, 

for the department „Public Policies and Social Changes” at IPhS-BAS 

 

 

1. Brief information about the candidates in the competition 

 

Only one candidate has applied for the academic position announced within the 

statutory term. The Technical Commission for Verification of Documents admitted him to 

participate in the competition. This candidate is DSc Bozhidar Ivkov, Associate Professor 

in the department "Public Policies and Social Changes" at the Institute of Philosophy and 

Sociology – BAS. The required information from the candidate shows that Assoc. Prof. 

Ivkov meets the minimum national requirements for occupying the position announced in 

the competition. 

DSc Bozidar Ivkov was born on July 18, 1956. He graduated in sociology at Sofia 

University "Kliment Ohridski" in 1983. His professional career began as a factory 

sociologist, where he worked for four years. In 1992 he was elected Chairman  of the Union 

of Disabled People in Bulgaria. He held this position until 1998. He defended a PhD thesis 

on Disability and Social Barriers (Life Experience and Social Barriers to Disabled Persons) 

at the Institute of Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in 2003, where he has 

been working since 2004 and habilitated in 2008. With a dissertation "Sociology of 

Disability. Historical Roots, Object, Subject and Structure of Sociological Discipline". In 

2019, he obtained the Doctor of Science. He speaks Russian and Polish and uses English. 

 

2. General description of the submitted materials 

Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov participated in a total of 24 scientific publications, of 

which two monographs, part of one collective monograph, one study and 20 articles in 

journals and collections, one of which was co-authored. The majority of publications – 18 

– are in Bulgarian. One article is in English in Bulgarian edition. There is another article 

in Russian language in a foreign edition. What is noteworthy is the wide thematic scope of 

the publications submitted for evaluation, which includes sociology of disability, sociology 

of medicine and health care, sociology of social policy. At the same time, Associate 

Professor Ivkov draws his research attention to the sociological problems arising from the 
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modern development of science and technology – the Internet, neuroethics and 

neurosociology. 

The attached reports show that among the scientific publications submitted for 

evaluation in the competition we do not identify those with which Assoc. Prof. B. Ivkov 

participated in his habilitation, as well as for the acquisition of the scientific degrees 

"Doctor" and "Doctor of Sciences". 

 

3. In case of collective publications – determination of the applicant's contribution 

Two joint publications (one monograph and one co-authored article in a Bulgarian 

journal) have been submitted for evaluation. In the collective monograph on two extremely 

topical problems in modern healthcare, not only in Bulgaria but also in all countries with a 

public form of organization of this system – the out pocket health costs and health 

inequalities, the candidate participates with three separate chapters and two chapters co-

authored. This gives a reason the conclusions and contributions of Assoc. Prof. B. Ivkov 

to be appreciated. The collective article in which I am one of the three co-authors does not 

make such a clear distinction because of the specific nature of the research and the problem 

analysed, as well as due to the equal contribution of each of the co-authors. 

 

4. General characteristics of the applicant's scholarly and applied research activities 

Certainly, a strong point in the activity of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov, and probably preferred 

by him, is the research work. However, it should be noted here that in this activity he is 

guided above all by a clear desire to know the phenomena and processes studied, to 

understand their essence and development, to verify and clearly structure their constituent 

elements, and then to subject them to unbiased analysis.  

This approach he has chosen in his research is undoubtedly much more challenging 

than a science-based game with statistics and empirical data. This is exactly what 

contributed to that, for a not very long period of his stay at the Institute of Philosophy and 

Sociology (about 15 years) he published a total of 93 scientific publications, of which 4 

independent and 3 collective monographs, 7 books, 11 studies and 23 articles in scientific 

journals. The other 45 publications are articles in conference and thematic collections. 

There are also 7 reference manuals. His work as a manager of several external funded 

scientific projects is also highly appreciated. The last such project, funded by the Research 

Fund, for the first time in Bulgaria examined the costs of health from the pockets of 

Bulgarian citizens, and the health inequalities.  

A characteristic feature of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov's research work is his ability to build 

bridges between seemingly unrelated scientific disciplines and sub-disciplines. Equally 

important in this case is that he manages to reach that basic level of common initial genesis, 
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which gives him a reason to build a bridge to the differences and specificities of his new 

scientific fields. 

It is impressive the wealth of literary sources that he uses to carry out his research 

and publishing activities. This competence, factual awareness, critical analysis and 

synthesis of the achievements of dozens of scientists before him speak unequivocally both 

of the enviable scientific criticality and of the scientific ethics of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov, which 

has become his essential feature. 

Another positive feature observed in the candidate's writings is their readability. 

Dedicated to the vast majority of pressing socially relevant issues, his publications are far 

from a "high" pseudoscientific style, scholasticity, and disdainfulness to the regular reader, 

while bearing the marks of creativity and heuristic thought. 

Assoc. Prof. Ivkov is also distinguished by his strong desire and journalistic skills. 

A reputable blogger who disseminates scientific knowledge and engages in polemics 

without being subjected to compelling requirements for political correctness is an essential 

feature of his active citizenship. 

I cannot but mention that he was a Chairman of the Union of the Disabled in 

Bulgaria for six years. It was during this period and as a result of his hard work to regulate 

the status, benefits and employment of the residual disability and social integration of 

disabled persons, the Law on Protection, Rehabilitation and Social Integration of Persons 

with Disabilities was developed (December 1995). 

Prof. Ivkov also demonstrates a strong sense of scientific tact, while respecting the 

principles and requirements of benevolent criticality in his scientific, applied and expert 

activities. He is a member of the editorial board of the journal Sociology and Economics 

and of the Scientific Council of IPhS-BAS. 

 

5. Educational and pedagogical activity  

The candidate took a master's course on Social Work with Persons with Disabilities 

at Veliko Tarnovo University "St. St. Cyril and Methodius” in the period 2008-2010. He 

was scientific supervisor of one doctoral student (Krasimir Brykov), who has successfully 

defended his dissertation, and is currently one of the two scientific supervisors of the Italian 

doctoral student in freelance Stefano Cobello at IPhS-BAS. 

 

 

 

6. Analysis of the content of the applicant's scientific achievements 

The emphasis in the analysis of the achievements in the candidate's research work 

is naturally dominated by the contributions made by the applicant himself, both with 

theoretical and applied character. Among them, of course, stand out the two monographs 
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placed in the first and second place in his proposed reference. I suppose that the members 

of the honourable jury will join in my assessment that the monograph „Sociology of 

disability“ is an indisputable supreme achievement of the Bulgarian sociological thought 

nowadays. I can support this view with the following arguments: 1) A clear and detailed 

distinction has been made between 'sociology of disability' as an independent sociological 

discipline and 'disability studies' as a scientific field of disability research. I support the 

author's thesis that the sociology of disability can be regarded as an integral part of this 

research field, but it is an independent, separate scientific sociological discipline. 2) 

Scientific and ethical achievement is the clear delineation of the boundaries of this new 

relatively independent discipline, without any appetite for „territorial scientific 

aggression“. 

I would also like to draw attention to another problem, which the candidate analyses 

and argues in detail. This is the problem of social barriers, in which case he places emphasis 

on the symbolic barriers and their impact on different areas of the lives of people with 

disabilities. The problem of "social barriers" has been the focus of attention of Assoc. Prof. 

Ivkov since his earliest publications, including in his diploma thesis (1982) and in his 

dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Sociology (2008). I cannot but mention the growth 

of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov on the path to expanding and deepening his research interests, to 

becoming an analytical, erudite and highly specialized scholar.  

The candidate's inherent ability to cross bridges between separate, relatively 

independent scientific disciplines and his erudition in a number of "frontier" fields of 

sociology and medicine gives him the opportunity and reason to analyse and surgically 

separate for the first time in our scientific literature the so-called medical (biomechanical) 

model of the disease from the medical model of disability. It is this accuracy and precision 

that gives him reason to propose and justify a new biopsychosocial model. The author 

defends the right, as well as the reasons for the introduction of this new, both for sociology 

and medicine, theoretical model. Its main characteristic is the study of the close 

interdependence between the difficulties experienced by people with disabilities and the 

specificity of the influences of the environment in which they live. 

The first monograph, pointed out by Assoc. Prof. Ivkov in the list of publications, 

really meaningfully and logically precedes the one discussed here. For the first time in the 

Bulgarian literature an analysis of the evolution of a problem emerges, pointing to the 

multifaceted countries and the multifaceted nature of a phenomenon of as much 

personality, group and community character. At the same time, the author emphasizes and 

brings to the fore his social nature and significance. All his work is imbued with historicity 

and comparability, which extends its scope and significance. This leads the author to 

conclude today that "throughout the history of mankind, people with disabilities have been 
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treated in a different, most often negative way ... that is not in line with the social norms 

existing at the moment." 

The contributing character of the monograph „Out Pocket Health Expenditures and 

Health Inequalities” can definitely be argued. Assoc. Prof. Ivkov's contribution in this case 

can be searched in two directions. On the one hand, he has successfully dealt with the 

leadership of a research task, performed in another case by a large scientific team (9 

people). On the other hand, in his original approach and analysis of health inequalities, 

generated and reflected on different groups and categories in society. 

Assoc. Prof. Ivkov also has a definite successful scientific interest in the 

development and verification of new research methods in the field of qualitative 

sociological research (studies 1). The applied and launched analysis of the micro-narratives 

(including biographical) (articles and reports 7) is the result of several years of verification 

of a problem, which gradually returns in time the researched person, awakening the 

"grains" of memories, which existed as basic and inevitable problems in his life. 

 

7. Reflection of the applicant's scientific publications in our and foreign literature 

The candidate participated in the competition with 124 citations of his publications. 

106 of them are in scientific monographs, articles and studies and policy papers. There are 

also 18 citations in dissertations. 

 

8. Critical notes and recommendations 

Against the backdrop of my entirely positive assessment of the qualities of Assoc. 

Prof. Ivkov as a scholar and as a leader of scientific teams, I cannot but mention some of 

the points in his publications that are the source of questions. 

1. In all his scientific publications, Assoc. Prof. Ivkov uses the terms disability and 

/ or people with disabilities. Only in one of them he speaks of "people with and people 

without impairments" (12). In his subsequent publications, he clearly and reasonably 

distanced himself from this used terminology. My question is, what is the cause / reasons 

that led to this? 

2. In principle, the analyses made in the Collection of Articles… (No 17) are 

justified. It seems to me, however, that such generalizations, damaging the authority of the 

Bulgarian medics as "Modern medicine and healthcare today are transformed into 

industries for making money and into a system of social control", hardly contribute to the 

correction of the made by the law-makers and the ruling ones extremely unacceptable 

deviations. And, in my opinion, they contribute to the flow of thousands of medics abroad 

from all educational levels. Because it is unacceptable to place epithets precisely from a 

scholar who is struggling with such a phenomenon. 
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3. I strongly disagree with the definition of 'medicine as a social institution'. 

Medicine is a science that could be defined as a complex of sciences. It is art and craft in 

the best sense of the term, but it cannot be a "social institution". Health care is indeed, and 

always has been, an institution, and healthcare facilities (for preventive, emergency, pre-

hospital and hospital care, etc.) also, but to claim that medicine is an institution is, in my 

opinion, wrong. 

The criticisms made do not in any way reduce the value of the scientific papers 

submitted for evaluation by Assoc. Prof. Ivkov. Rather, they are debatable. 

 

9. Personal impressions of the applicant 

I have known Assoc. Prof. Ivkov for 37 years. During this period, I had the 

opportunity to get to know too well this eternally seeking, incredibly persistent, resistant 

to real physical limitations person who, with an incredible sense of humor, makes fun of 

them. His high erudition and ever-seeking spirit, accompanied by innate diplomacy, enable 

him to enter into serious and heated discussions. In doing so, he manages to respect the 

boundary of another's personal space with the necessary ethics and recognition of the 

other's right to his or her own opinion. Assoc. Prof. Ivkov is a recognized, respected scholar 

whose scientific output honours any institute or university. He could rightly be called a 

sociologist, opening the door to new fields of research. 

 

10. Reasoned conclusion 

All the above said gives me the right to be convinced to give a high positive 

assessment of the work of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov. I am equally convinced of his extensive 

popularization, expert and teaching work. I strongly support his election as a professor in 

a professional area 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences at the Department 

of Public Policy and Social Changes at IPhS-BAS. I strongly recommend that the other 

members of the honourable Scientific Jury vote positively and that the members of the 

Scientific Council of the IPhS-BAS take the necessary final steps. 

 

 

12.02.2020 

Signature: ……………..……………………………. 

/Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zdravka Toneva, DM/ 


