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OPINION 

 

 

 

By Prof. Jliana Krumova Marinova, MD PhD 

 

member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by Order No РД-09-770/18.12.2019 of the Director 

of the Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge at the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences for the academic position of “Professor” to the Section “Public policies and social 

change”,  

Higher education area:  3. Social and economic sciences and law;  

Professional field: 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and culture sciences; Scientific specialty 

„Sociology“ (competition announced in SG No 89/12.11.2019) 

 

 Candidate in the competition: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bozhidar Sashkov Ivkov, PhD 

 

At the first meeting of the Scientific Jury (29.01.2020) I was appointed to present an 

opinion. The same has been prepared on the basis of an analysis of the documents submitted 

by the applicant in accordance with the requirements and criteria of Law on the Development 

of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and its Implementing Regulations. All 

procedural requirements regarding the competition are strictly adhered to. Assoc. Prof. Ivkov 

presents a complete set of documents, exceptionally well arranged. 

General description of the materials presented: 

Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov presents a current list of 94 publications as follows: 14 

monographs and books, of which 4 solo monographs, 3 collective monographs, 7 books; 11 

studies; 6 articles in collective volumesи; 24 articles and reports published in scientific 

journals; 32 papers published in conference proceedings; 7 reference books (manuals).  

The list of citations contains 123 citations (105 citations in monographs, studies and 

articles and 18 citations in dissertations), that is a confirmation of the authority, recognition 

and appreciation of his works among the scientific community. 

Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov participated in present competition with: 24 

publications, of which 3 monographs: 2 solo monographs: „Disability and attitudes 

towards people with disability through the ages”(2019) and ”Sociology of disability“ (2019) 
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and 1 collective monograph of with he is the first author: “Pocket Health Expenditures and 

Health Inequalities in Bulgaria”(2017); 1 studios; 20 articles and reports; 9 participations 

in the implementation of projects, of two of which he is a leader. He presents 9 

attendances at international scientific forums. All of them are related to the current issues 

of disability. Authorship of scientific works: From the presented scientific works the 

applicant is a solo author of 22 of them (92%); first author in a collective monograph and 

second author in a co-authored article, this is a definite confirmation of the applicant's 

fundamental role in his scientific work. 

The data presented to cover the minimum requirements for groups of indicators for the 

academic position of Professor indicates that they exceed more than twice the national 

minimum requirements. 

2. General characteristics of science, applied science and pedagogical activity of 

the candidate. 

From the materials presented for evaluation, it is obvious that in the work of Assoc. 

Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov, research activities predominate. The main areas of sustainable scientific 

interest, research and analysis are in the field sociology of disability, sociology of medicine 

and sociology of health care, sociology of social policy, etc. Bozhidar Ivkov acquired PhD 

degree in 2003 after successfully defending his dissertation thesis “Disability and Social 

Barriers (Life Status and Social Barriers to Disabled Persons) ” at the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences Institute of Sociology and the “Doctor of Sciences” in 2019 with the theme of 

habilitation work „The sociology of disability. Historical roots, object, subject and structure 

of sociological discipline“. The problems that are the subject and object of research in the 

research activity of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov are especially relevant and present the 

candidate as seeking researcher who not only identify problems but also grounded indicate 

their possible solutions. 

Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov has supervised dissertation „Deficits in children leaving 

social institutions“ for acquire PhD degree in Sociology: PhD student Krassimir Braykov 

Braykov - University of Shumen “Bishop Konstantin Preslavsk”i. 

He is a member of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, the Bulgarian Sociological 

Association and the organization of patients with rheumatological diseases. Assoc. Prof. B. 

Ivkov has a wealth of expert, consulting, project management and also translation, editing and 

compilation activity. He is fluent in Russian and Polish, and use in his work English. 

3. Teaching activity: Assoc. Prof. B. Ivkov conducted a series of lectures at the 

University of Veliko Turnovo “St. St. Cyril and Methodius" – course: “Social work with 

disabled persons” in the Master program “Social affairs”.  

4. A thorough analysis of the scientific achievements and evaluation of the 

applicant's scientific contributions: 
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The research activity of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bozhidar Ivkov is in the subject area of the 

competition. In the presented “Author's reference about the contribution of the candidate in 

the publications he is applying for” candidate systematize them in the following four fields 

of scientific theoretical and applied science: Sociology of Disability; Sociology of Medicine 

and Sociology of Healthcare; Sociology of Social Policy; Others. I accept contributions in the 

way they are presented by the applicant. 

In the field „Sociology of disability“ (4 scientific-theoretical and 2 scientific-

applied contributions): The picture of disability and attitudes towards people with disabilities 

over the centuries is an innovative attempt for the Bulgarian historiography and sociological 

literature to reconstruct a complete panorama of disability and attitudes towards people with 

disabilities throughout human history. Shaping this panorama into two main parts - the 

situation in the world and specifically in Bulgaria, not only allows us to track changes in the 

nature of disability and attitudes towards people with disabilities across different eras, but also 

provides a good basis for comparative analyzes. (monograph № 1) - scientific-theoretical 

contribution; The right to exist as an independent scientific sociological discipline of the 

sociology of disability has been substantiated. This was achieved on the basis of multi-

directional and multi-layered study of its nature, structure, content, subject and object. A 

definition of scientific discipline has been formulated. The basic and thematic areas, main 

goals and applied tasks are defined. With the monograph “Sociology of Disability”, the 

academic development of this independent sociological discipline was initiated (monograph 

№ 2) - scientific-theoretical contribution; An original conceptual approach has been 

developed that can serve as a theoretical and methodological basis for disability analysis. The 

boundaries of the sociology of disability as an independent sociological discipline and its 

relations with the trend Disability Studies are outlined (monograph № 2) - scientific-

theoretical contribution; Disability has been found and proven to be a complex social 

phenomenon in itself, and as such, is a generator of many social problems and requires a 

transdisciplinary approach to the study of the complex issues that it raises (articles and reports 

№ 5) - scientific-theoretical contribution. A chronological list has been created (Appendix 5), 

presenting world and Bulgarian celebrities in science, art and sport - all of them with 

disabilities. Such a chronology proves the author's thesis that disability itself is less often than 

socially presented as a social barrier to the development of a person with a disability. 

(monograph № 1) – scientific-applied contribution; The general pathophysiological and socio-

restrictive characteristics of chronic rheumatoid and musculoskeletal diseases have been 

identified from the perspective of the people with similar diseases and the way they live with 

these diseases, their experiences and experiences with them (articles and reports № 11) - 

scientific-applied contribution. 

 In the field „Sociology of Medicine and Sociology of Healthcare“ (2 scientific-

theoretical and 2 scientific-applied contributions): It has been established and verified that 

semiotics and sociology of the sign are good methodological tools for analyzing patient 

narratives and especially for distinguishing the meanings that give patients specific signs 

related to their health in the specific case of medical diagnosis. This tool can be “'embedded” 

in already established theoretical sociological concepts and serve to deepen analyzes based on 
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different qualitative methods. (study) – scientific-theoretical contribution; An analytical 

system has been developed, built through substantive integration of four concepts for the 

analysis of the processes of disease chronification: the theory of the evolution of hierarchical 

systems, the concepts of a society of remission, of the medicalization of society, and of the 

cultural hegemony of medicine and pharmacy (articles and reports № 16) - scientific-

theoretical contribution; A socio-demographic status and health profile of the social category 

of persons with disabilities has been developed based on representative empirical data. 

Comparison with the relevant profiles of the social category of persons without disabilities 

shows the magnitude and type of social inequalities, incl. and health inequalities between the 

two categories of persons (collective monograph) – scientific-applied contribution; It has been 

confirmed that the patient narrative carries a very large heuristic charge, both for the patients 

themselves and for the effectiveness of the clinical and therapeutic practice. Because it is a 

kind of window into the world of real, true suffering, and at the same time it is “a way to 

access the individual constellations of pathological symptoms and their causes.“ (study) - 

scientific-applied contribution. 

 In the field „Sociology of Social Policy“ (1 scientific-theoretical and 1 scientific-

applied contributions): A definition of the “life situation of people with disabilities”, such as 

“the totality of living conditions and development opportunities that exist in a a given society“ 

has been developed and verified. The processes of reducing the rights and privileges for 

persons with disabilities during the transition years are revealed through a comparative 

analysis of the names of basic normative documents in the field of social policy towards 

people with disabilities, as well as the definitions of the basic concepts in this field. (articles 

and reports № № 3 и 18) - scientific-theoretical contribution; Indicators have been formulated 

for measurement the quality of life situation of people with disabilities through quantitative 

and qualitative methods. (articles and reports № 18) - scientific-applied contribution. 

 In the field „Others“: A well-reasoned attempt has been made to replace one 

terminology with an implicitly stigmatizing nature with another, far more neutral terminology, 

that is, instead of the terminology “children with special educational needs” it is proposed to 

use the terminology “children with specific educational needments” – scientific-theoretical 

contribution. 

5. Authorship of scientific works: Of the 24 scientific works presented in this 

procedure, the applicant is sole author of 22 of them (92%); first author in a collective 

monograph and second author in a co-authored article, a clear affirmation of the candidate’s 

fundamental role in his scientific work. 

6. Reflection of scientific publications in our and foreign literature: The enclosed 

list of citations of the publications of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov: 123 citations (105 citations 

in monographs, studies and articles and 18 citations in dissertations) is confirmation of the 

authority, recognition and appreciation of his works among the scientific community. 140 

points of citations (exceeding the minimum national requirements) were noted, of which 110 

points from citations in monographs and collective publications with scientific review and 30 

points from citations in non-refereed journals with scientific review. 

7. Critical notes: I don’t have any. 

8. Personal impressions: I do not personally know Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov. My 

impressions are excellent from reading his writings. 
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9. CONCLUSION:   

Based on the review and analysis of the competition documents, I am firmly 

convinced that the application of Assoc. Prof. Bozhidar Ivkov fully meets and exceeds the 

requirements of the Law on Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria 

and deserves a high positive assessment. I suggest that the honorable members of the scientific 

jury vote positive:  

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bozhidar Sashkov Ivkov, Ph.D to be proposed to the Scientific 

Council of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology to vote for him to occupy the academic 

position of “Professor”, Higher education area: 3. Social and economic sciences and law 

Professional field: 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and culture sciences; Scientific specialty 

„Sociology“ (competition announced in SG No 89/12.11.2019) to the Section “Public policies 

and social change”. 

             

15.02.2020          Prepared by:  

Stara Zagora                                                     Prof. Juliana Krumova Marinova, MD, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


