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OPINION 

from Maria Jeliazkova, PhD, Associate Professor 

of the materials submitted for the competition to occupy  

the academic position 'Professor' at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology,  

for the needs of Department “Public Policy and Social Change” 

 

Associate Professor, Doctor of Sciences in Sociology Bojidar Ivkov is the only applicant 

who has submitted documents for participation in the competition for ‘Professor’ in the 

specialty "Sociology", promulgated in the State Gazette Issue 89 / 12.11.2019. 

 

1. General description of the materials presented 

The scientific interests of Assoc. Prof., DSc Bojidar Ivkov are in the field of disability, 

health care, public policies and social inclusion of people with disabilities. 

The applicant has submitted the following materials for the competition: a specially 

published monograph entitled “Disability and Attitudes Towards People with Disabilities 

Through the Ages”; another published monograph "Sociology of Disability" based on a thesis 

for "Doctor of Sciences in Sociology" degree; a collective monograph "Health Expenditures 

from Pocket and Health Inequalities in Bulgaria", in which the applicant is a sole author of 3 

chapters and in other two co-authored, one paper, nineteen scientific articles and one report. In 

the lists of publications and abstracts for the degree of Doctor of Sociology and the scientific 

position of Professor, three of these articles are duplicated, so here I reduce them. 

All the peer-reviewed publications - the monograph, the chapters in the collective 

monograph, the paper, the 16 scientific articles and the report - are clearly related to the 

applicant’s scientific interests and relate to the sociology of disability. At the same time, they 

have different connections with sociology of medicine, sociology of health care, sociology of 

public policies, philosophy of medicine, medical anthropology, ethics, aesthetics, 

neurosociology, neuroethics, etc. 

The publications submitted, regardless of the reduction, clearly exceed the points 

required to meet the minimum criteria. 

2. General characteristics of the applicant's scientific, applied and pedagogical activity 

and which one is dominating 

Assoc. Prof., DSc Bojidar Ivkov is a leading scientist in Bulgaria on issues of disability 

and people with disabilities. His main activity is research. His analyzes make a significant 

contribution to the development of the sociology of disability in Bulgaria, as well as to the 

related fields. At the same time, his research activities are characterized by applied 
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contributions, as they implicitly involve the development of applied analytical materials and 

expertise. 

3. Teaching experience of the applicant since the beginning of his career 

Bojidar Ivkov has lectured “Social Work with Persons with Disabilities” (2008-2010 at 

“St. Cyril and Methodius" University in Veliko Tarnovo city/. He is an invited speaker at 

various schools and forums related to the problems of people with disabilities. He has been a 

scientific consultant of a PhD student who successfully defended a thesis on “Deficits in 

Children Leaving Social Institutions” and is a co-consultant of a foreign doctoral student in 

Bulgaria, whose topic is "Inclusive education for children with disabilities" and whose PhD 

defense is forthcoming. 

4. Analysis of the applicant's scientific achievements, with a clear description of the 

scientific contributions 

The research activity of Assoc. Prof. Ivkov contributes to the constitution and 

development of the sociology of disability in Bulgaria. All the publications discussed here make 

a significant contribution for the broader and deeper scientific consideration of the problems of 

people with disabilities: 

 In particular, the monograph “Disability and Attitudes Towards People with Disabilities 

Through the Ages” provides an in-depth review of the historical development of attitudes 

towards people with disabilities both in the world and in Bulgaria; the collective monograph 

discusses important dimensions of "pocket spending" on health in the country, incl. of 

households with people with disabilities; the articles and the report cover a wide range of topics 

focused on analyzes of: a / public policies in the field, the regulatory framework and the 

(in)effectiveness of the system financing social services for people with disabilities; b / the risks 

of the transformation of medicine and health care into systems for social control and expression 

of corporate interests; c/ socio-economic stratification and social inequalities in health; d/ the 

marginalization and social exclusion of people with disabilities aged 65 and over, and the 

reasons for the 'digital exclusion' of the elderly. 

 Along with the scientific analysis of various topics, the applicant contributes to the 

expansion of scientific knowledge in our country by presenting poorly known scientific 

disciplines such as neuroethics and neurosociology, as well as the development of medical 

anthropology in the USA and Russia. 

 In addition to the use of quantitative statistical methods in some publications and studies, 

other publications of the applicant justify the need to use qualitative methods, in particular the 

'biographical micro-narrative' and the importance of conflict of interpretations. 

 The applicant has clearly outlined his contributions in relation with the monograph, the 

collective monograph, the paper and in relation with some (5) of the scientific articles. In my 

opinion, the main contributions of Assoc. Prof. B. Ivkov can be summarized as: 
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- Scientific-theoretical contributions: Purposeful and consistent work on conceptual 

clarification, development of conceptual apparatus, balancing of methods, historical 

review and major thematic fields within the discipline of "sociology of disability". I 

believe that the whole research activity of Assoc. Prof. B. Ivkov contributes to this, and 

not only the published monograph "Sociology of disability" on the basis of the defended 

dissertation for "Doctor of Sociology". 

- Applied contributions: The interrelation of theoretical and applied results. In each of the 

publications under review, along with the enrichment of the theory, practical 

recommendations could be traced to be used to improve public policies on disability 

and health. 

5. Contribution of the applicant to collective publications 

Almost all of the publications reviewed are self-developed by the applicant. There is 

only one collective monograph in which three chapters have been developed by the applicant 

himself and only the other two are co-authored. It seems to me important to emphasize that this 

collective monograph was developed by a project headed by B. Ivkov. 

6. Reflection of the scientific publications of the candidate in the academic literature 

As a leading scientist in the sociology of disability, Bojidar Ivkov is widely cited in 

various scientific materials related to the problems he addresses. He is also invited as an expert 

in the development of various expertise. 

The quotations submitted by the applicant to cover the requirements for a professor 

exceed the regulatory minimum requirements and are clearly distinguished in accordance with 

the Law, its Regulations and the BAS Regulations for the different scientific degrees and 

positions. 

7. Critical notes of the reviewer on submitted papers 

I hope that B. Ivkov will continue his intensive research work in the field of disability 

sociology, incl. and in relation to his thesis that "for the development of a person with a 

disability, the disability itself is less frequently a social barriers than the society." 

It also seems interesting to me if he continues the research work on the cooperatives of 

people with disabilities, in particular in connection with the recently adopted law on social 

enterprises in Bulgaria, according to which these cooperatives should be stimulated. 

8. The reviewer's personal impressions of the applicant and other themes not mentioned 

in the preceding paragraphs 

I appreciate B. Ivkov as a serious scientist, genuinely committed to his research 

activities, a seeking researcher capable of critical analysis of both scientific results, incl. his 

own, and political practices. In addition, he works well in scientific teams, incl. and as a project 

leader. 
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His work in the Department “Public Policy and Social Change” at the Institute outlines 

his main features: a trusted colleague who is willing to contribute to the necessary scientific 

collegial atmosphere by engaging in useful, competent and well-intentioned scientific 

discussions. 

9. Reasoned and clearly formulated conclusion. 

Based on my positive assessment of the applicant's overall scientific activity, I strongly 

suggest to the esteemed members of the Scientific Jury of the competition to recommend Assoc. 

Prof. DSc Bojidar Ivkov to be appointed to the scientific position "Professor" in the Department 

"Public Policies and Social Changes" by the Scientific Council of the Institute of Philosophy 

and Sociology. 

 

Sofia, February 2020 

Signature: ………………… 

(Maria Jeliazkova) 


