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Summary and contributions of the monograph The Need of the Other: 

The Social Teaching of Pope Francis [in Bulgarian], Sofia: Iztok-Zapad, 2021, 
ISBN 9786190108412, 208 pp. 

The objective of this study is to identify the most significant moments in 
the social teaching of Pope Francis and to illuminate the spiritual and 
intellectual path travelled by Pope Bergoglio so as to answer the questions of 
how his way of thinking came about, what were the great intellectual influences 
he received, and what religious, cultural, and administrative experience he 
brought with him. Among the tasks of the study, furthermore, is to show the 
role of the Latin American theological tradition in the development of the social 
teaching of the universal Church, and to highlight and analyse the “new” themes 
that have made their way into Catholic social teaching during the pontificate of 
Pope Francis. 

The origins of Pope Bergoglio’s ideas are studied along several lines: 1) 
From a biographical perspective, the stages of education he passed through and 
the spiritual, cultural, and intellectual influences he received are traced. The 
models of spiritual life that he has followed are noted – the founder of the Jesuit 
Order, Ignatius Loyola, and his companion, Pierre Favre, are identified as such 
models. 2) Special attention is paid to the Latin American tradition in theology 
– to liberation theology and the theology of the people. 3) The continuity of 
Pope Francis’s social teaching with that of his predecessors, primarily Pope 
John XXIII and Pope Paul VI, is traced. 4) The philosophical roots of Pope 
Francis’s social teaching are explored and found to be in religious thinkers such 
as Alberto Methol Ferré, Romano Guardini, and Jacques Maritain. 

The method applied in the study is contextual analysis. The three main 
documents in which Pope Francis sets out his social teaching (the encyclicals 
Laudato si’ and Fratelli tutti, and the apostolic exhortation Evangelii gaudium) 
are analysed. They are compared with Pope Bergoglio’s writings from various 
stages of his ecclesiastical career, as well as with works and authors that have 
played a crucial role in shaping his views on society and the Church’s mission 
in it. 
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Research limits: Some limits had to be set in order, on the one hand, to 
avoid being distracted by topical issues and, on the other hand, to highlight as 
clearly as possible the main points regarding the subject of this study, namely 
the Pope’s social teaching. For this reason, any issues that are not directly 
relevant to this subject – such as those concerning the political views of Pope 
Francis, ecclesiastical politics, Vatican scandals, the reform of the Curia, or 
bioethics – are not touched upon or are touched upon only cursorily because 
they are beyond the focus of this study. 

Contributions of the monograph 

• This is the first Bulgarian study wholly devoted to the history and content 
of the social doctrine of the Catholic Church. 

• It introduces readers, in detail, to Latin American religious thought of the 
second half of the twentieth century, elements of which Pope Francis has 
taken to a universal level. 

• The study establishes the origins of Pope Francis’s ideas and explains his 
strategy for governing the Catholic Church and its involvement in 
bringing about real social transformations. 

• It traces the stages through which Catholic social doctrine has evolved 
from a “middle way” between liberal capitalism and Marxist collectivism 
into an ethical and spiritual resource that is on a par with science and 
technology in the search for solutions to global problems. Ultimately, in 
Pope Francis’s view, Catholic social doctrine, while retaining its deeply 
religious meaning, is a real (and perhaps the only) alternative to the 
global model of development; an alternative that is offered to all 
inhabitants of the planet. 

• The study demonstrates the potential of Catholic social doctrine to 
contribute, with its meaningful resources, to addressing global problems 
and seeking solutions at the transnational, interreligious, 
transinstitutional, and interdisciplinary levels. This assessment of the 
potential of Catholic social doctrine is in keeping with the positions 
shared by some intellectuals in recent years (for example, Jürgen 
Habermas), who argue that religions should enter into a full dialogue with 
science and technology so that a regime of mutual learning can be 
established between the sciences and religions, reason and faith. 
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Abstracts and summary of the contributions of the articles submitted 
for participation in the competition 

1) An Adaptation of the Roman Catechism for the Religious Education of 
Muslim Converts to Catholicism: Krastyo Peykich’s Mahometanus in lege 
Christi instructus (1717). – In: Catto, M. and A. Prosperi (eds). Trent and 
Beyond. The Council, Other Powers, Other Cultures, ISBN: 978-2-503-56898-
0, Turnhout: Brepols, 2017, pp. 583–598. 

This article is devoted to Krastyo Peykich’s Mahometanus dogmatice, et 
catechetice in lege Christi, Alcorano suffragante, instructus (The Mohammedan 
Educated, with the Corroboration of the Koran, in Dogmatics and Catechism 
According to the Law of Christ) printed in Trnava in 1717. In terms of genre, 
this work is a kind of handbook for religious education of Muslims preparing to 
convert to Christianity. The article analyses it also from the perspective of the 
historical, political, and cultural context in which it was produced. The main 
academic contribution of the article is that it identifies the sources Krastyo 
Peykich relied on to produce his work. The most important of them are 
Prodromus ad refutationem Alcorani (Introduction to the Refutation of the 
Koran, 1691) by the translator of the Koran into Latin, Ludovico Marracci, and 
the Roman Catechism (Catechismus ex decreto SS. Concilii Tridentini, 1566). 
Mahometanus in lege Christi instructus is largely a compilation of these two 
sources. From Prodromus Peykich borrowed the Koranic quotations and 
arguments for the polemical part of his work. The Roman Catechism, on the 
other hand, was the basis of his exposition of the Catholic doctrine, which 
served for preparing converts for baptism and for instructing neophytes. For 
four years (1705–1709), Peykich was the prior of the so-called House of the 
Catechumens in Venice – an institution that provided temporary shelter and 
religious instruction to converts coming from Judaism, Islam, and more rarely 
from other Christian denominations. His work may be considered the result of 
his apostolic practice. It may also be assumed to have been composed precisely 
during Peykich’s stay in Venice, and only published later. 

2) Lo studio della storiografia filosofica arabistica: un’idea nella cultura 
filosofica tardo-sovietica e post-sovietica. – In: La filosofia e la sua storia. Studi 
in onore di Gregorio Piaia. Tomo 2: a cura di M. Longo e G. Micheli, ISBN 
9788867878291, Padova: CLEUP, 2017, pp. 361–376. 

This article was written in honour of Gregorio Piaia, a long-time 
professor at the University of Padua and scholar of the history of medieval and 
Renaissance philosophy, as well as of the history of philosophical 
historiography. The article is in two parts. The first part introduces readers to 
the work of a group of scholars (leading figures among whom were Marietta 
Stepanyants and Evgenia Frolova) from the Section of Philosophy of Asia and 
Africa at the Institute of Philosophy of the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet 
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Union, who dealt with the methodology of studying Arabic philosophy. The 
second part of the article is devoted to a curious project inspired by Piaia’s 
research and proposed in the 1990s by one of the participants in the 
aforementioned group of scholars, Gulshat Shaymukhambetova. In the 1990s, 
“Russian-language” studies on Arabic philosophy enthusiastically sought to join 
the international scholarly community, while at the same time reproaching the 
representatives of the latter for not knowing the achievements of the Russian-
language school. Shaymukhambetova highly appreciated the achievements of 
scholars such as Max Horten, Richard Walzer, and Franz Rosenthal, but insisted 
that the contributions of her own tradition or school were complementary to 
theirs. If in “The Study of Arabic Philosophy Today” (1988) Charles 
Butterworth identified the conflict between belief and disbelief as the central 
theme of Arabic philosophy, in Russian-language studies on Arabic philosophy 
the central theme in the late Soviet period was “the distinction between the 
fields of physics and metaphysics” and “the development of a methodology of 
the natural sciences”. According to Shaymukhambetova, the two perspectives 
were not mutually exclusive, but complementary. Moreover, she argued that the 
knowledge of historians of Arabic philosophy in both the East and the West 
could be greatly enriched if research similar to that conducted by Gregorio Piaia 
on the philosophy of the Western Middle Ages were undertaken in this field. By 
studying the ways in which the history of philosophy was represented in the 
Middle Ages, Piaia illuminated a whole new field of medieval culture that had 
until then been in shadow. Similarly, research on the historico-philosophical 
culture of medieval Arab philosophers would help clarify what they themselves 
understood by philosophy and what their attitude was to Greek – classical and 
Hellenistic – thought. Gulshat Shaymukhambetova’s idea was not realized, but 
it can be assessed as being original and as having a certain heuristic potential in 
the field of the history of medieval Arabic philosophy. 

Two contributions of this article can be noted. First, it presents in 
considerable detail and analytically the theoretical premises that guided the 
study of medieval Arabic philosophy in the Soviet Union from the 1950s to the 
1980s; it also traces how those premises were gradually relativized, allowing the 
eventual inclusion of authors in the historico-philosophical canon, whom the 
ideological reading of medieval Arabic philosophy had previously ignored 
(such as Ibn Arabi). The second contribution of the article is that, through 
Shaymukhambetova’s above-mentioned original project, it illustrates in a 
convincing way the two trends observed in Russian philosophical culture in the 
1990s, when the latter was trying to catch up with Western scholarship, while at 
the same time searching for its own identity and path and seeking to defend its 
prestige. Those trends continued over time and, unfortunately, it cannot be said 
that the contradiction between them ultimately found some satisfactory 
resolution. 
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3) Introduction. Writing a Universal History of Philosophy: Soviet 
Philosophical Historiography in a Comparative Perspective, Rivista di storia 
della filosofia, ISSN 0393-2516, 2/73 (2018), pp. 209–215. 

This is an introductory article to the Proceedings of a conference held in 
2016 in Padua. The conference was organized as part of the activities of a team 
of researchers, mainly based at the University of Padua, who, under the 
direction of Prof. Gregorio Piaia, have been researching the history of 
philosophical historiography for several decades. Within this context, the idea 
of the conference was for the participants to contribute with their knowledge to 
the illumination of an area of the history of philosophical historiography that 
had remained outside the scope of the team’s research. Accordingly, the aim of 
the introductory article to the Proceedings is, of course, to introduce the papers 
included in the volume, but also to delineate Soviet philosophical 
historiography as a field of research. The latter is delineated in a historical and 
comparative perspective, insofar as research on Soviet philosophical 
historiography began at roughly the same time – around the mid-1960s – on 
both sides of the Iron Curtain. It is precisely the comparative perspective that 
enables viewing Soviet philosophy in general (and philosophical historiography 
as a part of it) as part of world philosophy. At a subsequent level, the 
comparative analysis allows one to show which aspects of the theory and 
methodology or which results of Soviet historico-philosophical studies can be 
assessed as relevant today, too. Such aspects are undoubtedly the global 
perspective on the history of philosophy, on the one hand, and the reproduction 
of narrative structures developed during the Soviet era in contemporary 
Russian-language histories of philosophy (especially of Russian philosophy) on 
the other. 

4) “From Aristotle, Through Ibn Sīnā and Ibn Rushd to Dialectical 
Materialism”: Soviet Approaches Towards the History of Medieval Philosophy 
in the 1950s and 1960s, Rivista di storia della filosofia, ISSN 0393-2516, 2/73 
(2018), pp. 295–310. 

Medieval philosophy posed a great challenge to historians of philosophy 
throughout the decades of the Soviet regime. Defined as a “handmaiden” of the 
interests of the ruling class made up of secular and ecclesiastical feudal lords, it 
was fundamentally stigmatized as idealistic and, in that sense, as unworthy of 
the attention of Marxist-Leninist philosophical historiography. Hence, engaging 
in its study, at least until the 1970s, was a risky professional and life choice. The 
challenge, however, was not only in that. For within a global perspective on the 
history of philosophy, such as is characteristic of Marxist-Leninist 
historiography, the philosophy of no historical period (as indeed of no nation) 
can remain in the shadows; all philosophy must in one way or another be 
incorporated into the grand narrative tracing the development of thought from 
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the “rudiments of philosophical thinking” in preliterate cultures to the creation 
of dialectical materialism as the culmination of that development. 

This was generally the context in which Soviet historians of medieval 
philosophy worked, and this article analyses its readings by several authors 
(Orest Traxtenberg, Vasilij Sokolov, Sergej Grigorjan, including the East 
German philosopher Hermann Ley). The aim of the analysis is to highlight the 
strategies each one of them employed in order to fit into the ideological 
framework and, at the same time, to increase its flexibility as much as possible. 
The academic contribution of the article is in identifying those strategies. 

Two particularly interesting examples of such strategies can be mentioned 
here. The first one is Traxtenberg’s claim that studying the history of medieval 
philosophy was necessary in order to help “democratically-minded thinkers” 
wage a competent struggle against “contemporary reactionary theories” that 
were attempting to “revive medieval scholasticism”. Such a theory, defined as 
reactionary, against which Soviet philosophers fought in the 1950s and 1960s, 
was above all Neo-Thomism. 

The second one is the critique of Eurocentrism which, according to their 
Soviet colleagues, was characteristic of the studies of bourgeois historians of 
Arabic philosophy. Together with the attempt (largely successful, by the way) 
to turn Avicenna and other medieval authorities originating in Central Asia into 
national Tajik and Uzbek philosophers, the critique of Eurocentrism provided 
an alibi for the highly productive (not only in quantitative terms) development 
of Soviet studies on medieval Arabic philosophy. 

5) The Messages of the “Green Pope”: Pope Francis’s Encyclical Laudato 
si’ and the Ecological Turn in Catholic Social Teaching [in Bulgarian], 
NotaBene, ISSN 1313-7859, 42 (2018), http://notabene-
bg.org/read.php?id=741. 

 This article presents Pope Francis’s second encyclical, Laudato si’ 
(2015) and points out some of the critiques that have been levelled at it (for 
example, by Flavio Cuniberto). It offers an overview of the main points of 
Catholic social teaching, with an emphasis on the entry of ecological issues into 
the latter. The main contribution of the article is that it provides the Bulgarian 
reading public with keys and guidelines for the interpretation of the first 
ecological encyclical. 

6) The Creation of Philosophical Nations under the Soviet Regime: 
“Restoring the Historical Truth” about the Peoples of Asia in Philosophy. – In: 
König-Pralong, C., M. Meliadò and Z. Radeva (eds). The Territories of 
Philosophy in Modern Historiography, pISBN 978-2-503-58468-3, eISBN 978-
2-503-58469-0, Turnhout: Brepols, 2019, pp. 105–123, 
https://doi.org/10.1484/M.ADARG-EB.5.117613. 
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This article presents the results of a study on the interplay between 
patriotic discourse and the critique of Eurocentrism in philosophical 
historiography, two ideological strands that emerged in the Soviet context in the 
late 1940s. They are traced specifically in publications on medieval Arabic 
philosophy dating from the post-war period. Thus, on the one hand, the 
characteristic features of 1950s and 1960s Soviet historiography of Arabic 
philosophy are identified. On the other hand, the activity in this field is 
examined in the context of, so to speak, the planned development of the 
histories of the national philosophies of the individual peoples comprising the 
Soviet Union. The final part of the article reveals the continuity in terms of the 
narrative structures created in the decades after the Second World War: 
nowadays they are successfully used as an instrument of national consolidation 
in the post-Soviet states of Central Asia. 

7) From Integral Ecology to Ecological Sin: Pope Francis’s Social 
Teaching from Laudato si’ (2015) to the Synod for the Amazon (2019) [in 
Bulgarian], NotaBene, ISSN 1313-7859, 47 (2020), http://notabene-
bg.org/read.php?id=924. 

This article examines care for the earth and the calls for recognizing the 
gravity of the ecological crisis as essential elements in Pope Francis’s mission 
since the beginning of his pontificate. Pope Francis’s ecological teaching, which 
is part of his social teaching, is analysed in two aspects. First, an answer is 
sought to the question of how Pope Bergoglio’s way of thinking came about, 
what were the great intellectual influences he received. The connection of his 
teaching to the spiritual tradition of the Jesuit Order and to the South American 
tradition in theology is traced. The identification of these connections may be 
assessed as a contribution of this article. Second, the Synod for the Amazon, 
held in 2019 in Rome, and the documents published by the Fathers who 
participated in it, are discussed as an example of the resonance that the teaching 
set out in the ecological encyclical Laudato si’ has found in the Catholic 
Church. The attempt to trace how the new eco-spirituality spread and developed 
after the publication of Laudato si’ may also be regarded as a contribution of 
this article. 

8) Krsto Pejkić, Christophorus Peichich Bulgarus. – In: Christian-Muslim 
Relations: A Bibliographical History. Vol. 14: Central and Eastern Europe 
(1700–1800), ed. D. Thomas and J. Chesworth, ISBN 978-90-04-42317-6, 
Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2020, pp. 290–297. 

This article was written for a multi-volume reference work that provides a 
comprehensive review of all the known writings on Christian-Muslim relations 
from the seventh century to the First World War. The Bulgarian Krsto Pejkić 
(Krastyo Peykich) is included in vol. 14 as the author of the polemical treatise 
Mahometanus dogmatice, et catechetice in lege Christi, Alcorano suffragante, 
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instructus (The Muslim educated dogmatically and catechetically in the law of 
Christ, with the help of the Qur’an). In keeping with the aims of the reference 
work, the article provides a biography of the author and a summary of his book. 
Attention is paid to the structure of the book and the logic of argumentation, as 
well as to the sources used. It is shown how Pejkić alternates apologetic and 
polemical arguments: for example, he defends the authenticity of the Old 
Testament and New Testament texts and denounces certain Islamic beliefs and 
practices (such as polygamy and divorce) as contrary to natural reason. Pejkić’s 
testimony that he had used “this art of exposing the Mohammedans” in 
Transylvania  and later in the House of the Catechumens in Venice is recalled. 
The thesis of the article is that Mahometanus in lege Christi instructus is 
important for the history of Christian-Muslim polemics primarily as a source of 
information about the themes, content, and style of the religious education of 
Muslims converted to Catholicism in Italy and in Central Europe in the early 
eighteenth century. 

9) Usare l’ironia per fare storia della filosofia: la lezione di Aleksej 
Losev, Rivista di storia della filosofia, ISSN 0393-2516, 3/75 (2020), pp. 529–
544. 

This article examines one aspect of Aleksej Losev’s multifaceted oeuvre, 
namely his scholarly output devoted to the history of philosophy and produced 
in the period after 1953. It argues that Losev’s works from this period sound, to 
an astute reader, like a grand parable whose messages are simultaneously 
revealed and concealed at the moment of narration. Accordingly, the aim of the 
article is to illuminate the way in which Losev uses irony in his historico-
philosophical works to open up a multiplicity of meanings and possible 
readings. Two works in particular are analysed: Losev’s entry on 
“Neoplatonism” for the fourth volume of the famous Soviet Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy (1967) and his popular book on the Aesthetics of the Renaissance 
(1978). 

The contributions of this article are the following. First, it pays special 
attention to Losev’s historiographical output, which for thirty years now has 
remained somewhat in the background in the reception of his oeuvre both in 
Russia and around the world. The article shows that Losev’s historico-
philosophical works are an integral part of his oeuvre, and that the latter cannot 
be understood in depth without considering and analysing them. On the one 
hand, they constitute the bulk of his vast output from the second half of the 
twentieth century. On the other hand, during this period his studies on the 
history of philosophy and culture (above all his monumental History of Ancient 
Aesthetics) are the space, the environment within which his philosophical ideas 
lived and found their voice. The second contribution of the article is the specific 
analysis of historico-philosophical texts aimed at highlighting the strategies 
employed by the author in order to weave the messages of his philosophical 
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doctrine and his religious faith into the historico-philosophical discourse. 
Although numerous scholars of Losev’s oeuvre have pointed to the fact that he 
employs such strategies, such a specific analysis of texts has not been done 
before. 

10) Teodor Oizerman (1914–2017). – In: Filosofia: An Encyclopedia of 
Russian Thought, ed. A. DeBlasio and M. Epstein, 
http://filosofia.dickinson.edu/encyclopedia/oizerman-tedor/ [published October 
2020]. 

This article was written for an online encyclopedia presenting prominent 
thinkers and concepts in Russian and Soviet philosophy (with an emphasis on 
the period from 1950 to the present). The aim of this encyclopedia is to make 
the ideas of contemporary Russian philosophers accessible to an English-
speaking audience. The article critically presents the extensive oeuvre of Teodor 
Oizerman – a very important figure in Soviet and post-Soviet philosophical 
culture – spanning seventy-five years (Oizerman died in 2017 at the age of 103). 
It also brings to the fore his works on the theory of philosophical 
historiography, a field that is very characteristic of Soviet history of philosophy 
(istoriko-filosofskaia nauka). Oizerman’s contribution to this field was both 
theoretical and institutional, since he directed or participated in the creation of 
the theoretical framework of all landmark Soviet projects related to the history 
of philosophy, many of which were commissioned by the central political 
authorities. 

11) Pope Francis and Latin American Cultural Revival [in Bulgarian], 
Philosophia. E-Journal for Philosophy and Culture [e-journal: 
https://philosophia-bg.com/ – ISSN 1314-5606], 26/2020, pp. 39–69, 
https://philosophia-bg.com/archive/philosophia-26-2020/pope-francis-and-latin-
american-catholic-revival/. 

This article builds on two earlier articles devoted to Pope Francis’s social 
teaching. Along with the encyclical Laudato si’, another document of the papal 
magisterium is drawn upon here: the apostolic exhortation Evangelii gaudium 
(2013). The aim is to trace the theological and philosophical roots of Francis’s 
social teaching and to establish the place of his native Latin American theories 
within it. The article conducts a contextual analysis that reveals the importance 
of the Argentine “theology of the people” in shaping Jorge Bergoglio’s views. 
The analysis also sheds light on the spiritual connection and the ideas shared by 
Pope Bergoglio with Jacques Maritain, the Italian philosopher Augusto del 
Noce, and the Uruguayan philosopher Alberto Methol Ferré. 

12) A Foretold Pandemic We Weren’t Prepared For. An Analysis of the 
First Wave of the COVID-19 Pandemic Based on the Case of Italy [in Russian]. 
– In: Nesković, S. and B. Todorova (eds). Philosophy during the Time of 
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Pandemic. Thematic Papers, ISBN 978-86-85985-47-8, ISBN 978-954-8765-
15-2, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Department of Social Theories, 
Strategies and Prognoses, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences – Center for 
Strategic Researching and National Security, CESNA B, Belgrade, 2021, pp. 
219–224. 

This article was written at the end of the first Covid-19 lockdown in the 
spring of 2020. It attempts to take stock of the events of February–April of that 
year in Italy, the first European country to be affected by the pandemic. Against 
the background of figures on the number of victims and attempts to deal with 
the crisis, the article raises the question of responsibility. The responsibility of 
the structures and officials who did not react on time, did not follow the 
protocol for pandemics, and generally underestimated the risk of what was 
happening in Italy in February and March 2020; the responsibility for the late 
implementation of Decision No 1082/2013/EU of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 22 October 2013 on serious cross-border threats to health; and 
last but not least, the responsibility of developed societies for neglecting the risk 
of the spread of zoonoses and therefore finding themselves unprepared to deal 
with a pandemic that was foretold, as the article argues. 

13) Challenges Posed by Emergency Distance Learning and the 
Forthcoming School Reform in Italy. – In: Nesković, S. and B. Todorova (eds). 
Philosophy Nowadays: Reflections on Education and the Digital 
Transformation of Knowledge. Thematic Papers (CESNA B Proceedings, Book 
36), ISBN 978-86-85985-49-2, ISBN 978-954-8765-15-2, Institute of 
Philosophy and Sociology, Department of Social Theories, Strategies and 
Prognoses, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences – Center for Strategic Researching 
and National Security, CESNA B, Belgrade, 2021, pp. 43–47. 

In this article, the experience of the Italian school system from the 
lockdown in the spring of 2020 is taken as a starting point for a reflection on 
educational policies in Italy, on the one hand, and the global trend towards 
rethinking the role of schools on the other. The main problems to be resolved by 
the educational reform launched in February 2021 are pointed out, as well as the 
directions in which solutions will be sought. The problem of the changed role of 
the teacher in the twenty-first century is touched upon, and it is concluded that 
issues related to the philosophy of education, even if of interest to the public, 
seem to have been postponed indefinitely by Education Minister Patrizio 
Bianchi and his team. [NB: Bianchi was Minister of Education in the 
government of Mario Draghi, who resigned in July 2022. Time will tell whether 
the launched reform will be continued.] 

14) Christophorus Peichich’s Interconfessional Polemics during Early 
Eighteenth Century: Religious and Political Change in Central Europe. – In: 
Lyutskanov, Y., B. Kalnačs and G. Shurgaia (eds). Heteroeuropeanisations: 
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(In)capacity to Stay Marginal, ISBN 978-88-6719-183-3, Napoli: Università 
degli Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”, Dipartimento Asia, Africa e Mediterraneo 
(Series Minor, XCII) – UniorPress, 2021, pp. 65–90. 

The oeuvre of Christophorus Peichich (Krastyo Peykich) is presented in 
this article in the context of the consolidation of the positions of the reformed 
Catholic Church in Central Europe in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
as well as of the policy of confessional consolidation implemented by the 
Habsburgs within the new Central European monarchy which they were 
building in the first decades of the eighteenth century. Peichich’s works offer an 
eloquent illustration of how political and religious discourses were combined in 
this process. A contribution of this article is that in analysing Peichich’s works, 
it reveals his idea of a hypothetical “Catholic nation” made up of Catholics by 
birth, incorporated schismatics, repentant heretics, and Muslim converts to the 
Christian faith, who came from different nations and spoke different languages, 
but all of them swore allegiance to the Catholic emperor. Another contribution 
of the article is the distinction between two types of polemical arguments 
employed by Peichich: those from the register of theological discourse, related 
to traditional points of disagreement between Catholics and Orthodox Christians 
or between Christians and Muslims, and those from the register of political 
discourse, related to historical reminiscences, references to recent military 
successes, or even threats. This second type of arguments includes, for example, 
Peichich’s attempt to draw a distinction between the “Greek” Church 
(subordinate to the Patriarch of Constantinople) and Orthodoxy in general, and 
to present only the former as persisting in the schism. 

15) Historiography of the Renaissance and the Cultural Turn in Soviet 
Philosophical Culture [in Bulgarian], Archiv für mittelalterliche Philosophie 
und Kultur, Heft XXVII, ISBN 978-619-01-0946-4, Sofia: Iztok-Zapad, 2021, 
pp. 241–264. 

This article is devoted to the new approaches to the study of Renaissance 
philosophy, which emerged and spread in the 1960s and 1970s in the context of 
the so-called cultural turn in Soviet humanities and social sciences. It describes 
how, in the same period in which official Soviet historiography on the 
Renaissance attained maturity and began to reap its fruits, there appeared the 
first significant alternative interpretations of Renaissance philosophy. The two 
most important interpretations of this kind were published in the same year, 
1978. Those were the books Renaissance Aesthetics by Alexei Losev and 
Italian Humanists: Style of Life and Style of Thinking by Leonid Batkin. 
However, Losev and Batkin belonged to different generations and had very 
different educational backgrounds, intellectual influences, interests and style of 
research. Hence, Losev’s and Batkin’s views have almost nothing in common. 
If they are similar in any way, it is in that they fitted into the context of the 
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cultural turn in Soviet humanities and social sciences. In addition, both books 
discussed in this article undoubtedly pursued meta-historiographical aims under 
the conditions of the late Soviet period. Losev devoted the last three decades of 
his long life to his unparalleled undertaking in which he sought – at times more 
directly, at others more obliquely – to give voice to his Christian philosophy, 
and ultimately, to his religious belief. Unlike Losev, Batkin was not a believer 
and did not feel the need to use historico-cultural discourse as a means of 
conveying religious messages. Batkin also had aims that went beyond the 
immediate aims of historiography, but they were more personal. The additional 
mission he assigned to historiography is not proselytism but self-cognition. 

Two academic contributions of the article can be pointed out. First, by 
analysing the works of the two authors, it provides concrete examples of the 
ways in which philosophical historiography (the presentation and interpretation 
of the history of philosophy) participates in cultural processes and contributes to 
cultural upheavals. Moreover, it is important to bear in mind that in the history 
of European culture, the Renaissance as a historiographical construct has 
repeatedly been used to build different, sometimes contradictory, ideological 
discourses. There has been persistent scholarly interest in tracing these 
ideological uses of the more or less idealized narratives of the Renaissance. It is 
no coincidence that this article is based on a paper read at a conference that was 
held in 2020 under the title “The Dissident Renaissance: Rewriting the History 
of Early Modern Philosophy as Political Practice”. Thus, one can also assess as 
a contribution of the article the fact that it adds another piece to the mosaic of 
studies on the uses of the Renaissance for meta-philosophical and meta-
historiographical purposes. Uses that are usually resorted to at watershed 
historical moments. 

16) The Fate of “European” Humanities [in Bulgarian]. – In: Gradinarov, 
B. (ed.). New Challenges to the European Union and Bulgaria [in Bulgarian], 
ISBN 978-619-90757-6-0, Sofia: Balkan Institute for Strategic Forecasts and 
Risk Management, 2022, pp. 182–193. 

This article analyses some of the problems that education and research in 
the humanities have faced over the last quarter century. The starting point of the 
analysis is the trend towards reducing funding for the development of the 
humanities in Europe and North America. The doubts of the political elites in 
the EU and the US about the benefits of studying these disciplines are recalled. 
Against this background, however, the article argues that if the humanities are 
in crisis today, this is hardly due to external factors alone. The impact of 
external factors is probably combined with the effect of an internal conflict or 
deficit that raises doubts in the members of the professional community 
themselves about their vocation. The attempt to identify this internal conflict or 
deficit by relating the present situation to the history of the humanities as 



disciplines and of liberal arts education can be noted as an academic 
contribution of this article. 

Sofia, 28.11.2022 
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