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ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS POSED BY THE SCIENTIFIC JURY 

of the competition for the position of Associate Professor in Professional Field 2.3. 
Philosophy, 05.01.13. Philosophy of Culture, Politics, Law, and Economics (Philosophy of 

Culture), for the needs of the Department of Social Theories, Strategies and Prognoses at the 
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, announced in State 

Gazette, no. 57 of 22 July 2022 
 

 
 

Questions posed by Professor D.Ph.Sc. Bogdana Todorova (pp. 3-4): 

“Is this the Pope, for whom the Church is not just a lever of power, but beauty and dignity? 

Will he have the courage to defend for them? Will the inclusion of South America, where faith still 

lives in people’s souls and is not a cultural refrain, succeed in strengthening faith and giving hope that 

the Roman Catholic Church will maintain its respectability without giving up its ethical foundation?” 

Iva Manova’s answer 

Pope Pius XII was the first to define South America as a “continent of hope” and in 1958 he 

created the Pontifical Commission for Latin America. Paul VI after him, in the encyclical Populorum 

progressio (1967) called South America and Africa “continents full of life and hope”. 

If we go further back in history, we would find that the Latin American Church for centuries 

preserved baroque religiosity, that is, the admirable response with which Catholicism countered the 

trauma of the Reformation. This type of religiosity would be rediscovered in the 20th century, and not 

without the contribution of Jorge Bergoglio. 

In addition, during the previous century, which put religious faith in general to serious tests, 

the Latin American Church was the bosom of one of the most significant attempts to renew modern 

Catholicism. Regardless of how one evaluates liberation theology, it is undoubtedly an original and 

very powerful movement. 

So my belief is that South America does have the resource to “strengthen the faith” insofar as 

faith is alive and growing on this continent. And that is why Pope Francis insists that popular piety as 

an authentic theology. 

As for maintaining the ethical foundation, I think it is essential to any faith, not just to the 

Catholic doctrine. In today’s secularized world, there are certain public expectations regarding the 

Catholic Church, which the Church, however, could hardly satisfy. It is true that some practices and 

customs, the observance of which is more a matter of adherence to tradition, could perhaps be revised 

in the long run. Among them is, for example, the question of the possibility of women serving as 

deacons, since such service is historically attested (from the 3rd–4th to the 10th century). The same is 

true of the celibacy of lay priests: the first prohibitions for priests to marry date back to the 4th 



century, but the Catholic Church tolerated married priests until the I Ith-12th centuries. A decisive 

change in this respect occurred only with the Gregorian Reform and the Second Lateran Council 

( 1123). So here, too, we are talking about a tradition, the observance of which is, in principle, subject 

to revision. However, the issue with dogmatic positions is quite different: if one deviates from them, it 

would mean depriving the faith of its content. It is hardly a good strategy to defend your respectability 

and your status as an institution by abandoning tenets of your faith . Seen from the outside, through the 

eyes of a secular person, it seems that it is not much of a problem for the Church to change its position 

on abortion or on reproductive medicine. Seen from the inside, with the eyes of faith, which has its 

foundations, and of the Church, which is called to defend them, it is very unlikely that a change in this 

direction can take place. 

Still, the divergence of worldview positions should not exclude the possibility of dialogue. 

My opinion is that on these and similar issues, Pope Francis is doing the maximum that is possible 

under the current conditions, namely to maintain the dialogue, to avoid the hardening of positions, the 

closure for the different points of view. Any attempt to erase differences is disastrous. But there is no 

way out by insisting on them either. Dialogue leaves the door open for what Pope Bergoglio calls 

"initiating processes". His strategy is in creating conditions for changes, in supporting the gradual 

transformation of conflicts. As for the implementation of such a strategy, it requires inexhaustible 

good will of the parties, trust and time. And if at the end we leave aside the management strategies -

and with this I conclude my answer - and tum to the pastoral ministry of Francis, it is under the sign 

of mercy to all those who suffer. 

Sofia, 28.1 1.2022 

(Iva Manova) 
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