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The candidate Dr. Iva Manova presents: a monograph, 16 articles and studies in 

Bulgarian, English, Italian and Russian in foreign and national еditions. The presented texts and 

citations cover the minimum national requirements for the position of "associate professor". 

The candidate's publications and curriculum vitae show sustained and high-quality 

academic activity: authorship of research published in prestigious Bulgarian and international 

journals, participation in research projects, public lectures in Bulgaria and abroad, participation 

in national and international scientific forums, training and teaching fellowships, membership in 

editorial boards and scientific and educational organizations. 

In general, it can be said that Iva Manova's research work is located in the research areas 

of philosophical historiography and history of philosophy, being more narrowly focused within 

Catholic philosophy and culture and the social teaching of the Catholic Church. 

Since the specific format does not allow me to discuss too much in detail all the 

publications and some of them comment on topics that subsequently became part of the 

presented monograph: “The Need of the Other: The Social Teaching of Pope Francis”, I intend to 

elaborate on this work. 

 "The need for the other" analyzes not only the social teaching of Pope Francis, which is 

the specific topic of the monograph, but also traces in detail the theological and philosophical 

sources contributing to the formation of his views. In a similar way, in the first chapter, the study 

focuses on the main moments of the biography of Jorge Bergoglio, with a special emphasis on 

the rule of Peron and Peronism as a cultural and political path for the development of Argentina, 

which seems to be the closest view to the one of Bergoglio. Also noteworthy in this chapter is 



the analysis of the practices of the Jesuit Order and Ignatian spirituality, which over the years 

will have a lasting influence on the future pope. 

The second chapter is devoted to the first independent encyclical of Pope Francis, 

Laudato Si, which in a sense represents the core of the new pope's social teaching. Here, Iva 

Manova highlights the main points of this teaching - sensitivity to environmental issues and 

global inequalities; the critique of the myths of modernity – instrumental reason, consumerism, 

the idea of limitless economic growth. An important contribution of the study is the precise 

analysis of the concepts of integral ecology and ecological sin, not only in the context of the 

encyclical, but also of earlier documents of the Catholic and Orthodox churches. Along with this, 

Iva Manova also emphasizes the criticisms against the "green" messages of the Pope, which, 

according to the author she quotes, Flavio Cuniberto, demonstrate the desacralization of 

Christianity and its transformation into ecoethics. Such a thesis, which, as Dr. Manova 

emphasizes, gives rise to speculation about the future of religion, is of interest and could serve as 

a starting point for further research. 

The third chapter traces the genealogy of the social doctrine of Catholicism, within which 

the teaching of Francis is developed. Emphasizing the continuity of Francis' social teaching with 

that of his predecessors Dr. Manova examines issues of a social nature in the encyclicals of 

Popes Leo XIII, Pius XI, John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI. Apart from the 

interpretation of the influences on him, this chapter has an independent significance as a study of 

the social doctrine of the Catholic Church, which is not well known in Bulgaria. 

The next, fourth, chapter deals with Catholic movements in Europe and South America. 

The fifth and sixth chapters thematize some important characteristics of Latin American religious 

thought from the second half of the twentieth century, and the seventh chapter – the ideas of the 

religious philosophers Alberto Metol Ferre and Romano Guardini, who, according to the 

interpretations of Iva Manova, had a significant impact on Pope Francis. Manova presents and 

analyzes successively the theology of liberation developed by the Dominican theologian Gustavo 

Gutiérrez Merino, the theology of the people by the Argentine theologian Lucio Guerra, Metol 

Ferre's critique of hedonistic atheism, the relation "being" - "thinking" and the concepts of 

"oppositeness" and "contradiction" in Guardini's religious-philosophical concept. Along with 

outlining the theoretical context in which the social views of Pope Francis arose and developed, 



the analyzes of the theological and philosophical conceptions of the mentioned authors also have 

the contributing character of independent studies on contemporary Catholic thought. 

The subject of the eighth chapter is the social teaching of Pope Francis, interpreted 

through the prism of the specific path he has set for solving global problems through 

evangelization combined with inculturation, in which the Church does not simply impose 

Catholic dogmatics in a universalist way, but adapts it to cultural specificity of the regions in 

which he spreads the Gospel. In a similar perspective, Iva Manova pays special attention to the 

four principles for the construction of a nation that Pope Francis proposes, namely: 1. Time take 

over space; 2. Unity overcomes conflict; 3. Reality is more important than ideas; 4. The whole is 

higher than the part. The principles cited, central to the teaching of Francis, are considered as a 

guide for the joint life of the members of society and as a basis for achieving social peace (p. 

160). In this way, as shown by Iva Manova - and this is an important contribution of her research 

- Bergoglio's social teaching unfolds not simply as a religious vision of the world and man in it, 

but also as a practical project for resolving the ecological, social and economic problems both 

specifically of the Latin American region and of all humanity. 

The last chapter analyzes the encyclical "We are all brothers" in a similar aspect. First of 

all, Iva Manova points out the three important themes of "We are all brothers": the dialogue 

between religions, the awareness of the need for personal engagement with the social problems 

of our time, the emphasis on the common origin and brotherhood between people despite and 

beyond the borders, space and differences between them. In addition, through the parallel with 

the life of St. Francis and the moment with his stay with the Muslims, as well as in the light of 

the saint's rules for preaching the Gospel among non-believers, she brings to the fore the 

question of the synchronicity between actions and teaching, between practice and theory, present 

in the life of St. Francis and sought in the activity of the Pope who took his name. 

I hope that the above makes clear my high assessment of Iva Manova's monograph and 

her scientific contributions. The study has undoubted merits, among which, along with those 

listed, I will mention the skillful handling of the methodological tools, the variety of religious 

and philosophical sources that Iva Manova uses, the placement of universal problematics in the 

perspective of the present. These qualities are also evident in Iva Manova's other publications. It 

is also worth noting that the style of her publications is both clear, precise, and rich, allowing 

also a non-academic audience to read and use the research. 



In  conclusion: the high quality of Iva Manova's research activities gives me every reason 

to recommend to the members of the academic jury to award her the academic position of 

Associate Professor of Philosophy (Philosophy of culture). 
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