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OPINION BY HRISTINA GEORGIEVA AMBAREVA 

INSTITUTE OF PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIOLOGY - BAS 

PROFESSIONAL FIELD: 2.3. PHILOSOPHY, AESTHETICS 

FOR ASSISTANT PROFESSOR IVA BORISOVA MANOVA, PHD, 

A CANDIDATE IN THE COMPETITION FOR THE ACADEMIC POSITION OF  

"ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR",  

ANNOUNCED IN THE "STATE GAZETTE", NO. 57 OF 22.07.2022,  

PROFESSIONAL FIELD 2.3. "PHILOSOPHY" (PHILOSOPHY OF CULTURE),  

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE "SOCIAL THEORIES, STRATEGIES AND PROGNOSES" SECTION. 

 

The opinion is prepared on the basis of order No. RD 09-399-5/20.09.2022 of the Director 

of the IFS - BAS, as well as a decision taken at the first meeting of the Scientific Jury dated 

03.10.2022. The content of the opinion is in accordance with the existing Law on 

development of the academic staff, the Regulations for its application and the Regulations 

for the terms and conditions for acquiring scientific degrees and for holding academic 

positions of IPhS-BAS. 

 

1.General description of the presented materials 

Assistant Professor Iva Manova is the only candidate in the competition. She presents a 

habilitation thesis with the title "The Need of the Other: The Social Teaching of Pope 

Francis", published by "East-West" publishing house, as well as 16 publications from the 

period 2017-2022. Eight of the presented publications are in English, two in Italian and 

one in Russian and all are published in international or foreign editions. Five of the articles 

are in Bulgarian. 

Three of the presented articles have been published in scientific publications, referenced 

and indexed in the global research databases for scientific research.  

The remaining texts are in peer-reviewed journals or peer-reviewed collective volumes. 

According to the presented articles, the habilitation thesis and the general list of 

publications, it can be stated that Catholicism, medieval philosophy and Renaissance 

studies form the leading topic in the candidate's research. The Soviet philosophical 

historiography is a second significant line. These two topics outline a stable research 
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interest that is convincingly complemented by translations, public lectures, participation in 

conferences and work on relevant projects. 

2. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific and pedagogical activities; 

The candidate has an active academic activity, which has begun shortly after the 

completion of the master's degree in 2005 with two specializations at the Catholic 

University of Louvain, Belgium (2007-2008) and the University of Padua, Italy (2008). Iva 

Manova participated in two postdoctoral programs after receiving her PhD from the 

University of Padua in 2012. The presented CV shows a good balance between scientific-

theoretical and scientific-practical activity. 

From a scientific-theoretical point of view, the exceptional consistency in the thematic field 

and adherence to strictly scientific methodology is impressive, and the candidate's works 

are distinguished by precision of writing and expression, logical and well-justified 

presentation of the subject of research, the methods and the context in which the research 

was carried out. Analyzes are distinguished by research integrity and logical clarity. 

The scientific-applied activity covers scientific translations, editorial activity, public 

lectures and participation in research projects with scientific-applied orientation. Assistant 

Professor Iva Manova participates in two editorial boards, and her activities are currently 

complemented by a second master's degree "Translator-Editor" with an Italian language 

profile completed in 2022. 

The candidate's lecturing activity includes public lectures on the two main areas of interest 

– Catholicism and medieval philosophy on the one hand, Soviet philosophical 

historiography on the other. 

 

3. Analysis of the candidate's scientific achievements, characteristics of scientific 

contributions: novelty for science (new theories, hypotheses, methods, etc.); 

Iva Manova has indicated five contributing moments of the monograph, which summarize 

the content of the text. They are as follows (according to the reference for contributions): 

 The study traces historically and analyzes the social doctrine of the Catholic Church; 
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 Examines the little-known Latin American religious thought of the second half of 

the 19th century; 

 It traces the historical, biographical and philosophical influences on the intellectual 

interests and ideas of Pope Francis; 

 Succeeds in showing the evolution of Catholic social doctrine; 

 Discusses on the potential of Catholic social doctrine to participate in solutions to 

global problems. 

 

I agree with the contributions described in this way, noting that the time and place in which 

we read this book only emphasize the high relevance of its subject matter. In the context 

of the political and social crises that are shaking Europe and the world today, the theme of 

the social doctrine of the Catholic Church takes on a stronger resonance, as it emphasizes 

the importance of social problems such as care for the poor, non-violence, social cohesion, 

trust in authority, and good governance of people and the natural world. 

An important element of the philosophical influences on Pope Francis is the teaching of 

the four elements of Francis of Assisi. Iva Manova traces how the ecological theme entered 

Jorge Bergoglio's ideas and notes the symbolic connection that brings the adoption of the 

name "Francis" by the new Pope. She examines the link between the environmental theme 

in the encyclical "Laudato si'" and the interpretation of ethical behavior of man towards the 

earth as God's creation, which shows a desire for a more modern interpretation of sin in 

Catholic doctrine, including the proposal of the concept of "ecological sin" as "action or 

inaction against God, neighbor, community, and environment" (p. 60). 

Iva Manova's monograph presents Catholic teaching as a unity of tradition and innovation, 

which opens contemporary Catholic doctrine to active participation in public debate on the 

most current, global problems and issues such as inequalities, "ecology, migration and 

wars" (p. 65), justice and liberation, the totalitarianism of globalization and the reduction 

of people to economic “resource”. Gutiérrez's theology of liberation, discussed in chapter 

five, and Lucio Guerra's Argentine theology of the people, discussed in chapter six, have 
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an important ideological role here, especially the latter providing an alternative to Marx's 

ideas about the struggle against social inequality. 

The ideas and events that the monograph traces highlight a quiet but significant shift in 

Catholicism, which the author ushered in the words of the Uruguayan philosopher Methol 

Ferre: with Bergoglio's election as pope, "the Latin American Church enters the historical 

stage" and this change of "the center of Catholicism to South America' (p. 140) means new 

intellectual influences. The latter support the critique against "libertine atheism" that is 

seen as "individualistic, hedonistic, consumerist, without an ethical or moral horizon" 

(146), as well as against the globalization of the technocratic paradigm. 

The monograph well shows how Latin-American theology reinforces the Catholic Church 

protagonist stance against technocratic control and liberal capitalism economy and brings 

forward challenges like social inclusion, "unification of Latin American peoples", and the 

protection of Mother Earth (p.168). 

It is rare in our neoliberal and atheistic mundane life to find books that bring peace of mind, 

but the monograph presented by Iva Manova is one of them. All the 208 pages immerse 

the reader into the depth of the social teachings of the Catholic Church and lead him/her 

through the historical labyrinths of a spiritual and intellectual tradition in which the 

importance of consumerist mundanity is humbled. 

 

4. Citations 

Iva Manova has the required number of citations, four of which are in scientific 

publications, referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases, one - in a peer-

reviewed publication, and seven in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals. The sources are 

correctly indicated. 

 

5. Personal impressions of the candidate 

Iva Manova and I have been working together since 2017. She has shown excellent skills 

both in team work and individually, she has always been a supportive and competent 

colleague, her professionalism has been especially valued in the work of the department. I 
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have no doubt that she will contribute significantly to the research of the IPhS, as well as 

to the scientific work of the “Social Theories, Strategies and Prognoses” section in the 

future. 

 

6. Conclusion 

The book presented by Assistant Professor Iva Manova is an original scientific study which 

by subject and quality contributes to the development and enrichment of the studies of 

Catholicism in Bulgaria. The book, as well as the additional publications presented, are 

high-quality research that leave no doubt about the author's contribution. 

 

Based on the indicated qualities of the presented work, the scientific and scientific-applied 

contributions in it, as well as the overall scientific-applied activity of the candidate, I 

confidently give a positive assessment for the appointment of Iva Manova to the academic 

position of "Associate Professor" in the professional direction 2.3. "Philosophy" 

(Philosophy of Culture) for the needs of the "Social Theories, Strategies and Forecasts" 

section. 

 

 

     Author of the opinion: …………………… 

 

Sofia, ………… 2022 


