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Regarding: Competition for an Associate professor in a professional direction with the code 

“2.3 Philosophy” (Philosophy of culture), announced for the needs of the “Social theories, 

strategies and forecasts” section on 22.07.2022 in issue 57 of the “State Gazette”. 

 

Information about the contest 

The competition was announced for the needs of the “Social theories, strategies and forecasts” 

section on 22.07.2022 in No. 57 of the “State Gazette”, according to the Decision of the 

Supreme Council of the IFS/Protocol No... of ... 

 I participate in the composition of the scientific jury, according to the Order of the Director of 

the IFS at the BAS: N:RD 09-399-5/20.09.2022. 

 

1. Brief information about the candidates in the competition 

 

Candidate in the competition is Ch. assistant professor Dr. Iva Borisova Manova, born in Sofia 

on 05.01.1981. Dr. Manova graduated with a degree in philosophy from the SU in 2003, has 

two master's programs in "Medieval Philosophy and Culture" from 2005 and "Translator -

editor" (Italian profile) from 2022, as well as two doctoral dissertations from Sofia University 

"St. Kliment Ohridski", History of Philosophy (Philosophy of the Renaissance), 2010 and 

University of Padua, Philosophy and History of Ideas, 2012. From 2017 to now he is the main 

assistant at IFS, BAS. 

 

2.  Fulfillment of the requirements for occupying the academic position: 

The review of the map for the quantitative requirements shows that the application is in full 

compliance with the national requirements according to the LDAS/art. 26/ and the Regulations 

for its implementation. Ch. assistant professor Dr. Manova is the author of a dissertation and a 



habilitation independent monograph. The candidate also submits 16 articles for the 

competition, 3 of which are referenced in global scientific databases, and the rest in 

authoritative scientific publications at home and abroad. 

The themes in the work of Ch. assistant Dr. Manova are numerous and diverse. Among them 

we can find, but are not limited to: Renaissance humanitarianism, history of materialism, Soviet 

philosophical historiography, Catholic social teachings, papal philosophical and social 

doctrines, problems of education and many others. The solid commitment of the author is 

visible not only from the number of publications on the listed topics, but also from her 

participation in international and Bulgarian forums on this topic, review and translation work. 

Ch. assistant professor Dr. Manova has been quoted in Bulgarian and foreign publications 

/some of which are referenced or peer-reviewed/, she is a sought-after co-author by foreign 

colleagues, which proves her relevance as an interesting and established researcher in her field. 

 

3. Brief description of the presented scientific works/publications and scientific 

contributions 

The author's monograph: "The need for the other: The social teaching of Pope Francis", Sofia: 

East-West, 2021 is a rich source of topics that concern not only Catholicism, the activities of 

individual popes, their philosophical and historical contributions, reflected in their encyclicals  

but also to a large extent provide an interpretation of the historical course and the explanation 

(why it took place exactly this way) of the social, political and economic development of the 

countries of Latin America and especially Argentina. 

In the work, we find a description of the mission of the last Pope Francis (Bergoglio) towards 

global climate change, political crises, including the refugee crisis, and the Covid pandemic. 

Ch. Assoc. Dr. Manova convincingly proves the value of his social and philosophical teaching, 

reveals the genealogy of religious-philosophical influences from Ignatius Loyola, Jules Favre, 

Gutiérrez and his liberation theology, etc. The text is a rich source of interpretations for the 

themes present in the activity of the current Pope, among them: integral ecology, ecological 

ethics, the globalization of a technocratic paradigm, the relationship between education and the 

environment. An important, albeit peripheral, point in the book is the outlined existential crisis 

between man and creation and man's attempt to take the place of the creator (God), which helps 

the advance of atheism. A valuable contribution is also the discussion of the interaction 

between religion and reason, Christianity and socialism. I would be happy to find in the author's 

future works her analysis of the loss of the sacredness of religion, secularization and the post-

Christian ecological doctrine that even Pope Bergoglio stands behind. 



I find the disclosure of the activity of the current Catholic spiritual guide through his promotion 

of global dialogue, cooperation with Jewish and Islamic spiritual heads, fraternity and the fight 

against poverty to be a significant contribution. Delineating the contours of Catholic activism 

is an important topic, too. It is also necessary to note the contributions from the other 

publications (many different ones) in which they are considered: 

 

 The history of medieval and Renaissance philosophy, as well as the history of 

philosophical historiography. 

 The study of medieval Arabic philosophy in the Soviet Union from the 1950s to the 

1980s; 

 Tracing how Russian philosophical culture in the 1990s tries to catch up with Western 

science and at the same time seeks its identity, its path and seeks to protect its prestige. 

 Outlining the global view of the history of philosophy, on the one hand, and the 

reproduction of the narrative structures developed during the Soviet era in 

contemporary Russian-language histories of philosophy (especially Russian 

philosophy), on the other. 

 The interplay between patriotic discourse and the critique of Eurocentrism in 

philosophical historiography, presenting the extensive work of Theodor Oyserman – an 

extremely important figure in Soviet and post-Soviet philosophical culture – unfolded 

over a period of 75 years (Oyserman died in 2017 at the age 103 years). 

 Reflection on educational policies in Italy and the global trend towards rethinking the 

role of school education. Pointing out the main problems that the educational reform in 

Italy, launched in February 2021, has to deal with, as well as the directions in which 

solutions are to be sought. The problem of the changed role of the teacher in the 21st 

century is also touched upon, and it is concluded that issues related to the philosophy 

of education, even if they are of interest to the public, seem to have been postponed 

indefinitely by Minister Patrizio Bianchi and his team. 

 The tendency, observed in Europe and North America, to reduce funds for the 

development of the humanities is also outlined. The doubts of the political elite in the 

EU and the USA about the usefulness of training on them are recalled. Against this 

background, however, in the article of Ch. assistant professor Dr. Manova defends the 

thesis that if humanitarian studies is in crisis today, it is hardly due only to external 

factors. Their impact is probably combined with the effect (according to the author) of 



some internal conflict or deficiency, which raises doubts about their vocation among 

the representatives of the professional community themselves. As a contributing point 

of the article, the attempt to search for this internal conflict or deficiency can be 

considered, by relating the current situation to the history of humanitarian disciplines 

and liberal arts education. 

 

4. Conclusion 

In conclusion, I express my positive assessment of the scientific research activity of Ch. 

assistant professor Iva Manova, PhD, for her consistency, precision and activity as a researcher 

in the fields of her scientific interest, for her qualities as a deep and reflexive philosopher, who 

is among the few (and in some topics the only) researcher in Bulgaria and 

I recommend the respected scientific jury to choose Ch. assistant professor Iva Manova FOR 

the academic position "docent" (Associate professor) in professional direction 2.3. Philosophy, 

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, BAS. 

 

Assoc Prof. Dr. Mariana Todorova 

……………………………… 

 

Sofia 

27.11.2022 


