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EVALUATION STATEMENT 

by Prof. D.Ph.Sc. Vladimir Nikolaev Gradev 

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition for the academic position of 

“Associate Professor” in professional field 2.3. Philosophy, 05.01.13. Philosophy of Culture, Politics, 

Law and Economics (Philosophy of Culture), for the needs of the “Social Theories, Strategies, and 

Prognosis” Department in the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at BAS, announced in the State 

Gazette on 22.07.2022. 

 

Iva Borisova Manova is the only candidate participating in the announced competition for 

“Associate Professor”. The set of materials presented by her is complete and in accordance with the 

Regulations on the Conditions and Order for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and for Holding Academic 

Positions at BAS. Her application fully fulfills the minimum national requirements under Art. 2(b) of 

the the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA) as well as the 

additional requirements of BAS. 

In 2003, Iva Manova graduated from the University of Sofia “St. Kliment Ohridski” with a 

Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy. In 2005 she completed her Master’s degree in “Medieval 

Philosophy and Culture” at the Faculty of Philosophy there. In 2010, she defended her doctoral 

dissertation on the topic of “Knowledge and its Limits: Renaissance Interpretations of Aristotelian 

Epistemology in Italy, 1440-1516. The Humanistic Anti-Aristotelian Criticism of Lorenzo Valla 

(1407-1457) and its Influence on the Beginning of the Reformation”. In 2012, she defended another 

doctoral dissertation at the University of Padua on the topic of “The Cultural Project of Krastyo 

Peykich (1666-1730): A ‘Spiritual Weapon’ for the Catholic Undertaking in Eighteenth-Century East 

Central Europe”. From 2014 to 2017 Iva Manova was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of 

Padua. Since 2017, she has been working as a Chief Assistant at IPS - BAS. Iva Manova has also 

completed specializations in the universities of Carlisle and Leuven, and has been awarded a 

scholarship by the Center for Advanced Studies (CAS), Sofia. 

 Dr. Manova is an active scholar and researcher. Suffice it to note that she has organized the 

conferences “Catholic Social Teaching and the Contemporary World: An Alternative View of 

Modernity?” (Sofia, 26.04.2018) and “Writing a Universal History of Philosophy: Soviet 

Philosophical Historiography in a Comparative Perspective” (International Conference, Padua, 27-

28.10.2016). She is also an active participant in national and international research projects, 

conferences, has published two monographs, multiple studies and articles in peer reviewed journals 

both in Bulgaria, and abroad.  
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Iva Manova is fluent in English and Italian, languages she uses freely for her academic 

publications. Her command of German and Russian, as well as her computer skills are also at a high 

level. 

I will start by reviewing the academic and research activities of the candidate. Iva Manova 

participates in the competition with one monograph, and 16 articles. 

In the monograph “The Need for the Other: The Social Teachings of Pope Francis” she 

explores the social teachings of Pope Francis by shedding light on the Pope’s intellectual and spiritual 

path, analyzing the role of the Latin American theological tradition, and scrutinizing both continuity 

and the new themes introduced by Pope Francis to the social teachings of the Catholic Church. Dr. 

Manova’s study is the first comprehensive study of the social teachings of the Catholic Church in 

Bulgaria. Contextually conducted, it examines the particularities of Latin American religious thought 

and its influence on the formation and development of the ideas of Pope Francis. The monograph 

highlights the ethical and spiritual resources in the social teachings of Pope Francis and examines 

their potential for posing, examining and seeking concrete solutions to the great problems of the 

contemporary globalized world.  

In the presented articles, Manova identifies and explores previously unknown texts by Krastyo 

Peykich (Christophorus Peichich), their sources, as well as various aspects of the work and life of this 

religious figure and thinker, who remains little known in Bulgaria. In a series of articles, she examines 

the development of the Medieval Arabic Philosophy studies in the USSR and Russia, as well as the 

context of the Russian philosophical culture, with articles on philosophers such as Losev and 

Oizerman, and the development of the Soviet philosophical historiography. She also delves into 

specific aspects of the encyclicals and the teachings of Pope Francis (with an emphasis on the Pope’s 

environmental messages), as well as current issues related to the pandemic, distance learning, etc.  

Dr. Iva Manova’s academic contributions are in several directions: the social teachings of the 

Catholic Church; history of ideas and philosophical historiography; translations of classical and 

contemporary thinkers. The candidate is a pioneer researcher in the field of the Catholic Church social 

teaching, its development and main characteristics. She explores extensively and in detail the ideas 

of Pope Francis, introduces to Bulgarian culture unfamiliar or poorly studied figures such as Krastyo 

Peykich, sheds light on various sides of the history of the 20th century Russian philosophy. In these 

areas, Iva Manova is a leading researcher, and her undoubted contribution is confirmed by the 

publication and citation of her research in leading foreign journals. Her academic work opens new 

perspectives, and stimulates other researchers – evident from the research forums she organizes and 

the international projects in which she has been involved.  
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The documents and materials submitted by Iva Manova meet all requirements of the 

Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA), the Regulations on its 

Implementation, and the Guidelines of BAS. 

The candidate has presented sufficient number of materials, published after the ones, used for 

her obtaining the educational and academic title “Doctor”.  Her work is of definite original academic 

and applied contribution, and has received recognition on both national, and international level. Iva 

Manova’s academic and research qualification is unquestionable, and the results of her work fully 

fulfil the minimum national requirements, as well as the additional requirements of BAS for such 

competition. 

After getting acquainted with and analyzing the significance of the submitted materials and 

academic papers, their academic and applied contribution, I consider it completely justified to give 

an unequivocally positive evaluation and recommendation to the Scientific Jury to prepare a report-

proposal for the Scientific Council for Philosophy and Sociology at BAS for the selection of Iva 

Borisova Manova for the academic position of “Associate Professor” at IPS - BAS according to PF 

2.3. Philosophy, 05.01.13. Philosophy of Culture, Politics, Law and Economics (Philosophy of 

Culture), for the needs of the “Social Theories, Strategies, and Prognosis” Department. 

 

 

 

26 October 2022    Prof. D.Ph.Sc. Vladimir Gradev 

 


