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STATEMENT OF EVALUATION
for the competition for the academic position "Professor" in professional field 2.3.

Philosophy, announced by the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at BAS

by Prof. Dr. Hristo P. Todorov, Philosophy and Sociology Department at NBU

The competition for the academic position "Professor" in professional field 2.3.
Philosophy is announced by the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences for the needs of the section "Ethical Studies,,, in No. 92 of theofficial
Gazette of 18 Novembet 2022. The only candidate for this competition is Assoc. professor

Stoyan Andreas Stavrou, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, from the Ethical Studies Section
of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at BAS. The documents submitted by the
candidate for participation in the competition make it possible to conclude that Stoyan Stavru
meets the minimum requirements and fulfils all other requirements of the Law on the
Development of Academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria for holding the academic position
ofProfessor.

The candidate obtained the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in21l5,was elected
Associate Professor at the Institute where he works now in 2}ll,and was awarded the degree
of Doctor of Philosophical cienc es in202l. He also holds the degree of Doctor of Civil and
Family Law, which he obtained in2009.

Stoyan Stavrou has submitted for the competition a list of his publications that were
not submitted in the procedure for the defense of his dissertation for the degree of Doctor of
Science "Moral Dimensions of Property in an Ecological Context (Towards the Justification
of a "Proprietary" Ecology)" in202L This dissertation has been published under the same title
as a separate book by the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences Publishing House (ISBN 97g-619-
245-134-9) The monograph "Compensation for Non-property (Moral) Damages in Bulgaria in
the context of compulsory Motorists'Liability Insurance" (ISBN 97g-954-2g-3216-4)has
been submitted as a habilitation thesis. The list also includes: co-authorship of one textbook in
English, co-authorship of one textbook, ten scientific studies and nine scientific articles.

Due to the significant volume of publications with which Stoyan Stavrou participated
in the competition, and above all due to the factthatmost of these publications are in the field
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of law, in this place I will only refer to some of the author's publications of a philosophical,

and in particular ethical nature, which I consider particularly valuable.

My attention was first drawn to the studies "The 'Beginning' of the Human Body and

Pregnancy" and "Electronic Persons - New'IJses' of Personhood", which discuss the crucial

question of personhood. In the first study, Stavrou argues for the need to extend the

understanding of the rights-bearer enshrined in Bulgarian law to the living human body. This

understanding does not encompass two cases of a living human body - the living body before

birth and the living human body after the finding of brain death. The study on electronic

persons in relation to a2017 European Parliament resolution discusses the possible creation of

a special legal status for autonomous robots to be liable in cases of harm caused by them. In

both cases, legal issues that have arisen in connection with the development of technology are

being addressed. Similar problems are addressed in the articles "Our memory is our fortress:

biological and digital memory in the battle for the subject!" and "The robot - the new'Other'

in the interstices of law". The first of the two articles explores the difference between

biological and digital memory in terms of understanding personal identity. The article on

robots, on the other hand, raises a seemingly unusual but increasingly relevant issue - the

question of the legal status of intelligent machines, i.e. artificial intelligence. Apart from its

ethical and legal dimensions, this question is of great importance for philosophical

anthropology. If distinctiveness of the humans has until recently been sought mainly in

relation to animals, it must now increasingly be thought of in relation to machines as well.

From the group of publications - 5 studies and2 articles - devoted to the issues of

liberty as they relate to people's capacities, I would single out the article "The new

headquarters of governance: care and its routine" and the study "Gender variations in

Bulgarian jurisprudence". The first of these seems to be an extension of the larger study "Is

there an alternative to interdiction as a legislative approach to the incapacity of natural

persons?". According to Stavrou, one of the possible alternatives to the prohibition of

incapacity is social care. The study on gender variations, on the other hand, discusses the

practice of Bulgarian courts on the hotly debated issue of gender reassignment in our country.

As with the legal and ethical problems posed by the advances in technology, Stoyan Stavru

shows great sensitivity to the new (cf. the article "Ethical Testament - New Dimensions of the

Will in the Event of Death"), an understanding of the essence of the problems and an ability to

relate their conceptualizations to legal practice'

The publications grouped by the candidate under the rubric "Ethics and climate:

accelerations and regulations from the future" (three studies and four articles) continue a line



of research that has found extensive implementation in the above-mentioned disserlation on

the moral dimensions of property in an ecological context. Of particular note here, in my

view, is the study "The 'carbon' ethic: is the dreaded climate judgement coming?". It discusses

the category of 'guilt' in relation to climate change. The most radical groups in the climate

change movement overexpose this category, turning it into a weapon of political struggle.

With a deep knowledge of the legal side of this issue and a subtle sense of humor, Stavrou

opposes such overexposure.

I would like to pay special attention to the study "The Judgment Day over the Text in

Law (Two "Literary" Vectors to the Good Judge and the Successful Prosecutor)". In it, on the

basis of material from literature (cf. Friedrich Durenmatt's "Accident"), the author seeks a

better understanding ofthe ideal notions of "goodjudge" and "good prosecutor". Stavrou

demonstrates convincingly that literary narrative is able to reveal aspects of these so important

figures that are not visible from the perspective of legal dogmatics. Let me add to this that this

publication is the result of an individual research project carried out by the author in the

period 2018-2022, "Challenge the Jurisprudence! Law and literature - possible interactions".

Stoyan Stavru is an active participant in the scientific life in our country. From 2013 to

2022he is the main organizer of the annual national conferences on bioethics and biolaw. In

the period 2015-2019 he was the main orgarizer of the annual conferences "Challenge the

Law!", and from 2016 to 2022he was invariably a member of the organizing committee of

the annual national conferences on ethics organized by the Institute of Philosophy and

Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. To this must be added his vast public

activity as an expert. The list of his media appearances as an expert on bioethics and biolaw is

impressively long.

I have immediate personal impressions of Stoyan Stavru. They are entirely positive. I

have known him for many years from our joint work in two master's programmes -

"Integrative Bioethics" at Sofia University and "Regulations and Standards in Medicine" at

the NBU. We have participated together in other scientific initiatives. In my eyes, he is an

extremely intelligent, hard-working, honest, conscientious and responsible person. He stands

out for his great energy and efficiency, his inquisitiveness and unquenchable interest in the

new and the unknown, and his dedication to science.

I have no joint publications with the candidate and have no conflict of interest.



Conclusion. The overall research, publication, expert and public activities of Assoc.

Professor Stoyan Andreas Star,znr, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, is a convincing defence

of his candidature for the academic position of Professor in professional field 2.3. Philosophy

at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Section of
Ethical Studies. As a member of the Scientific Jury I will vote FOR his election with full
conviction.

Signature:

Prof.

Sofia. 28 February 2023

Dr. Hristo Todorov
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