
ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT 
from  

Prof. Borislav Nikolov Gradinarov, PhD, Institute of Philosophy 
and Sociology, BAS, regarding the competition for the academic 
position of professor, announced in the "State Gazette", no. 92 of 
18.11.2022, professional direction 2.3. "Philosophy", for the needs 

of the "Ethical Studies" section at IPS-BAS 
 

 
1. Information about the contest  

     The competition has been announced for the needs of the "Ethical 
Research" section at IPS - BAS, according to the decision of the Institute's 
Scientific Council (Protocol No. 16/03.11.2022). I participate in the 
composition of the scientific jury for the competition based on Order No. 
RD 09-23/11.01.2023 of the Director of the IPS - BAS. 

 
2. Brief information about the candidates in the competition  
Documents for participation in the competition were submitted by only 

one candidate - Dr. Stoyan Andreas Stavrou, associate professor in the 
"Ethical Studies" section at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, BAS. 
He was born on May 25, 1980. He graduated in law at the Sofia University 
"St. Cl. Ohridski" and holds a master's degree (2003) in law and a master's 
degree in social and legal psychology (2010) Stoyan Stavrou has been full-
time at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the BAS since 2016, 
having successively held the scientific positions of assistant, chief assistant 
and associate professor (from 06/02/2018). Since June 20, 2015, Stoyan 
Stavrou is a Doctor of Philosophy, and since January 27, 2021, he is a 
Doctor of Philosophical Sciences. Based on the presented data and the 
evidentiary materials attached to the competition documents, it can be 
reasonably concluded that the candidate meets the requirements of Art. 42, 
para. 1 of RBIPSCPSDAP-IPS-BAS regarding the availability of minimum 
experience in the specialty (7 years) and the scientific degree "Doctor of 
Sciences". 

 
3. Fulfillment of the minimum national requirements for holding the 
academic position  

The technical commission for the verification of the regularity of the 
documents has allowed Stoyan Stavru, PhD, to participate in the 
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competition for the scientific position "professor". The additional check for 
fulfillment of the requirements under Art. 2b, para. 1 of ADLRB and of Art. 
1a, para. 1 of RIADLRB, carried out on the basis of the submitted data and 
in fulfillment of the obligation of the scientific jury under Art. 4, para. 1 of 
the ADLRB and art. 2, para. 2 of the RIADLRB, has found that the candidate 
meets the minimum national requirements for holding the competitive 
academic position. It is evident from the scientometric tables presented by 
Assoc. Ph.D. positions in the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. The 
publications specified in the scientometric tables for the ESD "doctor" and 
for the occupation of the academic position "associate professor" are not 
duplicated with the presented scientific works of the candidate in the current 
competition. Within the term of work of the scientific jury, there were no 
reports of a violation under Art. 4, para. 5, item 3 of the ADLRB and under 
Art. 53, paragraph 1, item 5 of the RIADLRB. Based on the above, I believe 
that there is no obstacle to proceeding with the evaluation of the results, the 
scientific contribution and the originality of the works presented. 

 

        4. General description of the presented materials  
For evaluation in the competition for a professor, the associate 

professor, Ph.D. Stoyan Stavrou submitted one monograph, one textbook 
(co-authored) and one study aid for working with judicial practice. 19 
scientific publications are also presented, of which 10 studies and 9 articles.  

The defended dissertation for the acquisition of the Doctor of 
Philosophical Sciences degree of Associate Professor Stoyan Stavrou is on 
the topic "Moral Dimensions of Property in an Ecological Context (Toward 
Substantiation of a "Proprietary" Ecology)" and was defended on 27.01. 
.2021. When comparing the data from the scientometric tables presented by 
the applicant, it was found that the publications applied to prove the 
coverage of the national minimum requirements for the ESD "Doctor", the 
SD "Doctor of Sciences" and the scientific position associate professor are 
not repeated with those presented in the competition for the acquisition of 
the scientific position of professor.  

 
5. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific and scientific-

applied activity  
Based on the data reflected in the candidate's CV and in accordance 

with the scientific-research nature of the "professor" position at IPS-BAS, 
the documents submitted for participation in the competition are dominated 
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by the results of his scientific activity. The presented monograph, study aid 
(compilation of case law compiled and summarized by the candidate) and 
parts of a textbook on comparative family law, eight of the scientific studies 
and eight of the scientific articles were issued after the date of acquisition 
of the scientific position "docent".  

Stoyan Stavrou is the editor-in-chief of the magazine "Challenge the 
Law" and the magazine "Lexebra", a member of the editorial board of the 
magazine "Philosophical Alternatives" and the magazine "Ethical Studies", 
He was the scientific editor of a series of monographs and scientific 
collections entitled "Challenge: The Law!", of a series of collections and 
teaching aids "Challenge: Judicial Practice!", as well as the editor of an issue 
in the magazine "Sociological Problems" and the magazine "Seminar BG". 
He is the founder and board member of the Foundation for the Development 
of Justice, as well as the founder of the professional site "Challenge the 
Right!" The volume and versatility of the candidate's scientific and 
scientific-applied activities arouse justified respect, especially considering 
the short period during which they were carried out. 

 
6. Pedagogical and educational activity of the candidate since the 

beginning of his career  
In the presented biographical reference, it is stated that the candidate 

was the holder of 20 (twenty) lecture courses on important academic 
disciplines related to law and ethics. Some of them are mandatory and were 
presented to students of various majors at the Sofia University "St. Kliment 
Ohridski", Plovdiv University "Paisiy Hilendarski", New Bulgarian 
University, Technical University and Burgas Free University. Prof. Stoyan 
Stavrou was the supervisor of three successfully defended master's degrees 
in the master's program "Regulations and Standards in Medicine" of the 
New Bulgarian University. He is currently supervising a part-time doctoral 
student in the "Ethical Studies" section at IPS-BAS.  

 
7. Content analysis of the candidate's scientific achievements  
The monograph of Prof. St. Stavru "Compensation for non-pecuniary 

(moral) damages in Bulgaria in the context of the mandatory "civil liability" 
insurance of "motorists" was presented in the competition for professorship 
as the main habilitation thesis. Therefore, it seems logical to me that it 
should be given more attention and space in this review. What is striking is 
the scientific conscientiousness in addressing the question of non-pecuniary 
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(moral) damages – not only conceptually, but also historically. The 
evolution of the institution of tort in Bulgarian jurisprudence and in the legal 
provisions from the Liberation to the present is carefully and patiently 
outlined. Many and detailed distinctions have been made - between non-
property damages in tort and in contractual liability, between disabilities 
affecting the victim's dignity and those related to his emotional life, between 
personal property and personal non-property damages, between culpable 
and innocent liability, between the subjective experience and awareness of 
damages and their objective occurrence, between mental (and physical) 
suffering and moral loss, etc. The author clearly outlines his position 
regarding the nature of compensation for non-pecuniary damages - it does 
not have the character of replacing the lost or damaged good for the victim, 
but its goal is the achievement of moral satisfaction, albeit in a different 
form. The reasoning of Assoc. Prof. St. Stavru is also detailed and in-depth 
on the issue of the danger of turning the compensation for non-property 
damages in the event of a traffic accident into unjust enrichment of the 
victim or his relatives, if they are among those entitled. Interesting not only 
for legal theory, but also for law enforcement is the idea of a wider 
application of periodic compensation for non-property damages - something 
that Art. 51, paragraph 1 of the LOC allows, but the judicial practice is 
almost unknown. The analyses of the hypotheses of co-causing the damage 
in the accident by the victim, regardless of the form of his fault, also deserve 
attention, when the responsibility of the delinquent can be reduced. This 
once again proves that sometimes life can "create" extremely complex 
events for which the law is unable to provide adequate provisions. It is in 
such cases that the professionalism and life maturity of the judge remains 
an irreplaceable factor. 

The review and comments on the practice of the Supreme Court in the 
period 2015-2019 in cases to determine the amount of compensation due for 
non-property damages in road accidents are very useful. It is interesting that 
the supreme judges also come to the conclusion that the concept of "justice" 
is not abstract, but concrete, although further down in Decision No. 
19/19.04.2019 they do not fully deal with the delineation of this 
concreteness. Justice in law has "elastic" boundaries, but they always have 
concrete-historical limits. Due to the limited volume of the present review, 
it is not possible to examine in detail the attached studies and articles of the 
candidate for professorship. I will focus on the studies "Cosmic values and 
law: moral-religious dimensions of the encounter with extraterrestrial life" 
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and the article "The robot - the new "Other" in the interstices of law" In the 
studio, the subject of analysis is the possibility of the existence of a 
superpersonal, conventionally speaking cosmic ethics and the formation of 
cosmic law argued through it. The author offers many curious and at times 
extravagant perspectives on why humans have not yet come into contact 
with extraterrestrial intelligent life forms, if such exist. One answer is that 
for some reason this intelligent extraterrestrial life is simply not interested 
in forming any kind of relationship with humanity. The problem is that in 
the commented hypothetical possibility to overcome the anthropocentric 
nature of morality as a possible explanation for the parallel existence of 
intelligent civilizations in the same universe, there is a methodological 
limitation. There is no way to test the foundations of the coexistence systems 
created by Homo Sapiens if we remain within the boundaries of these 
systems. It is not possible to prove or disprove the origins of any theory if 
we continue to live within its limits. In this sense, any theory about whether 
there is an absolute purpose to the universe, whether or not there is a 
superpersonal creator of the universe who does not care about humanity, 
whether there is an "exclusive normative NP" (according to Tim Mulgan) 
will remain hypotheses that cannot be examined without going beyond the 
anthropocentric conception of the world. And whether this is possible is a 
rhetorical question. As for space ethics, even if they existed, it is doubtful 
that they would matter to anyone but humans. As for the legal regulation of 
ownership of space objects, it is much more dependent on the 
technologically achievable corpus than on the morally justified animus. In 
the article "The robot - the new "Other" in the interstices of the law" a 
curious and tending to become more and more important issue is discussed 
- the recognition of the limited legal personality of mechanisms possessing 
artificial intelligence. Between things and subjects St. Stavrou posits a third 
category, so-called by him "electronic persons", whose differentia specifica 
is their relative artificial (non-biological) origin and volitional autonomy. 
The possibility of this third category becoming the bearer of the so-called 
"background normativity" and dehumanizing the law is a serious threat, at 
least as far as the unconditional recognition of human freedom and 
responsibility is concerned. Enforcing rules in a "normatively intelligent" 
environment is every dictator's dream. It would be a real threat if 
technological perfection succeeds in usurping not only ethical and legal, but 
also free action. Namely, this is contained in the granting of legal personality 
to artificial intelligence, regardless of its material shell. 
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But the reverse trend, erasing the robot as a possible and dangerous 
"other", is also counterproductive, as it contains the potential to weaken 
legal personality in general. I fully share the conclusion of the author of the 
article that "allowing the robot as a possible Other among legal subjects can 
dynamize the notion of due without denominating the essentially human 
character of any legal regulation". If law is a normative system that regulates 
the most important social relations through the use of institutional coercion, 
does not the inclusion of non-humanoid objects, albeit with limited legal 
personality, unjustifiably expand the very definition of society? In any case, 
the question is debatable and an important merit of St. Stavrou's point is that 
he subjects it to a detailed examination without committing himself to a 
definite conclusion. My assessment of the attached statement of 
contributions of the candidate for professorship is that it is adequate and 
comprehensively reflects the scientific results achieved in the materials 
submitted for the competition. I welcome the courage of St. Stavrou to put 
to study new and unknown subjects and problems that seem heretical to a 
legal mentality schooled in the traditional instrumental administration of 
justice. 

  
8. In the case of collective publications – determination of the 

candidate's contribution 
The candidate has presented one joint publication - the textbook on 

comparative family law "International Encyclopedia of Laws. Family and 
Succession Law. Republic of Bulgaria" with co-authors Velina Todorova 
and Dimitar Topuzov. Stoyan Stavrou is the author of three parts in it - 
Section I and parts of Section IV. In them, he summarizes and briefly 
comments on the legal framework of the origin and civil-legal status of 
individuals and legal entities, as well as the provisions of inheritance law in 
the Republic of Bulgaria, especially in their part on property rights during 
inheritance. 

 
9. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in our and 

foreign literature  
The candidate has submitted a list of references and citations to his 

publications and research noticed at the time of the competition. In the 
attached scientometric table, the total number of points from the citations of 
the works of Assoc. Ph.D. Stoyan Stavru is 300, which is a very high 
indicator and exceeds two and a half times the minimum number of points 
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under indicator D for occupying the scientific position "professor" at the 
BAS. It is possible that some citations were left off the list, but this is a 
problem with the way the reporting of this type of evidence is organized. In 
this form, the list proves that the publications of Assoc. Ph.D. Stoyan 
Stavrou are accessible, often cited and have their impact on the research of 
other scientists.  

 
10. Critical notes of the reviewer on the presented works  
I have no significant critical comments on the works presented. They 

demonstrate a high level of mastery of the subject matter and an ability to 
clearly and reasonably present issues. In view of the philosophical profile of 
the current competition, my recommendation is that in future studies St. 
Stavrou should expand precisely the philosophical foundation of such 
categories as justice, which are not legal in the narrow sense of the word, 
but play the role of fundamental principles in law. I will also take this 
opportunity to ask two questions to the candidate for professorship. How 
does the punitive nature of compensation (whether in contract or tort) 
correspond to the insensibility of the "smart thing" (in this case, the self-
driving car)? One of the functions of responsibility, along with the 
imposition of a sanction and repair of damages, is preventive - preventing a 
repeat violation of the same nature in the future. But can this be applied to 
things lacking the capacity to experience pain, shame, moral suffering, etc., 
even when they are given pseudo-legal personality. On page 77, in his 
monograph, and also in the article "The robot - the new "Other" St. Stavrou 
hypothesizes that if modern technologies are used, it is not impossible to 
"turn the legal norm into from a text into a table" or into technologically 
packaged rules, independent of the assessing and judging subject. There is 
already information on the use of artificial intelligence in determining the 
type and severity of punishment for certain offenses. Is it possible in the 
foreseeable future that artificial intelligence will also be given the right to 
decide what would be just compensation or punishment, regardless of 
whether the responsibility lies with humans or autonomous agents? 

 
11. Personal impressions of the candidates  
I have known Associate Professor Stoyan Stavru relatively recently, but 

my impressions of him are as a colleague with a strong sense of 
responsibility, ethics and cooperativeness. He possesses a skill for dialogue 
that combines communicative correctness and well-measured criticality. I 
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believe that not only his scientific-professional, but also his personal 
qualities are well balanced and the awarding of the scientific position of 
"professor" is well deserved.  

 
12. Conclusion  
In conclusion of the above, I believe that Assoc. Ph.D. Stoyan Andreas 

Stavrou meets the legal requirements and possesses the necessary qualities, 
well protected by the publications and appearances presented in the 
competition, to be elected as a professor for the needs of the "Ethical 
Studies" section at IPS-BAS. As a member of the Scientific Jury, I vote 
positively and propose to the IPS Scientific Council to elect Assoc. Ph.D. 
Stoyan Andreas Stavrou as a professor. 

 
 
                                                                       
February 28, 2023                          Signature: 
 
                                                                       (Prof. B. Gradinarov) 

 


