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1. Information about the dissertation 

The dissertant has been trained in the PhD program of the section: "Social control, 

deviations and conflicts" in the scientific specialty "Sociology" at the Institute of Philosophy 

and Sociology of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, The training was carried out in full-time 

form for the period 01.01.2020 to 31.12.2022. 

 

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation 

The dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters, conclusion, appendices and 

references. It has a length of 204 standard pages. The literature used contains a total of 297 

sources, including normative, reference and strategic documents in Bulgarian and English, 

websites with specialized information from national and international institutions.  

62 figures are presented in the main part. 
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The relevance of the topic of the dissertation is determined by the importance of what 

has been presented so far, as well as by the tendency observed in recent years for a predominant 

preference for patriarchy by young people, which in turn poses the danger of having a negative 

impact on the entire social system and can cause destabilization and disorganization. 

Particularly important, but insufficiently explored in both legal and sociological terms, are the 

causes leading to such conditions, which confronts us with the challenge of seeking adequate 

methods, ways and means to correct it, as well as to maintain the homeostasis of the social 

system, part of which is the legal regulation of the status and role functions of marriage 

partners. 

The object of the dissertation research is onone hand the current Bulgarian legislation 

relevant to the family, and on the other - a segment of the population - students from several 

Bulgarian universities as representatives of the generation socialized in the conditions of 

democracy, increased attention to human rights and emphasis on gender equality. 

The aim of the study is to analyse the current legal framework in a socio-cultural 

context and to identify and explain the influence of traditions and stereotypes on legal norms 

and their application. 

On the basis of the defined objective, the author sets the following tasks to be solved:  

1. On the basis of the analysis of sociological ideas and concepts of marriage and family 

to derive its functional features; 

2. To analyze the legal framework regulating the status and functions of the Bulgarian 

family in an evolutionary aspect; 

3. To identify and explain the impact of traditions, stereotypes, moral principles and 

norms on the current legislation and its application; 

4. To study the functioning of legal norms in life and the impacts it suffers from some 

or other elements of the socio-cultural context; 

5. To collect and analyze empirical information on how legal norms are evaluated and 

what students' vision of family justice is; To determine what the differentiation of opinions and 

evaluations is for different demographic groups; 

6. To make proposals whose implementation would contribute to the real achievement 

of equality. 

The main thesis is that most legal norms postulate equality between partners, but 
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traditions and stereotypes about gender roles have a strong impact on their implementation. 

There are also norms that, continuing traditions from patriarchal society, give priority to the 

man (e.g. the formation of the child's name). 

 

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results obtained 

After the analytical review of the sources used, it can be seen that the analysis of the 

legal regulation of marriage and family, as well as the information gathered in the course of 

the empirical research, confirms the thesis of the dissertation that most legal norms postulate 

equality between partners, but in their implementation, traditions and stereotypes about the 

roles of both sexes give a strong imprint. Alongside this, there are also norms that, continuing 

traditions from patriarchal society, give priority to the man (e.g. the formation of the child's 

name). 

The foregoing gives grounds to summarize that the tasks of the research have been 

achieved. Namely, a theoretical overview has been made and the basic concepts related to 

family and marriage have been derived. The main concepts constructing the theoretical model 

have been presented, which are the thematic centers of the individual blocks of questions. The 

collected information is presented and analyzed. 

The general methodology of the study is based on descriptive, comparative, 

retrospective, functional, documentary and historical analysis. Methods of comparison, 

induction and deduction, best practice analysis and synthesis, sociological and statistical 

methods of information processing, and other various analytical methods were applied. 

 

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions 

This dissertation presents and analyzes unpublished and unexplored in Bulgaria works of E. 

Durkheim for the family: "Introduction à la sociologie de la famille" (1888) and "La famille 

conjugale" (1892). There is an analytical review of the concepts of marriage and the family 

from antiquity to the present day. The evolutionary development of marriage norms is traced, 

beginning with common law, moving through canon law and up to modern legislation. 

Based on information from the author's empirical research, it is concluded that a 

modern form of patriarchy – neopatriarchy – reigns in Bulgarian society, combining traditional 

and modern elements, effectively limiting women's rights and opportunities. 
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Based on the analysis, two proposals de lege ferenda are drawn: 

- To amend Article 9 of the Civil Registration Act, in the sense that the norm should be 

formulated in such a way as to presuppose equality of parents in the formation of the child's 

name; 

- not to seek fault in divorce. As such, divorce should be reduced to an administrative 

procedure and court proceedings should be brought only if no agreement can be reached on the 

division of the joint family property. 

 

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications 

The submitted publications /three in number/ reflect essential parts of the research and 

reflect the obtained scientific results, as required by the Law on the Development of Academic 

Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.  

 

6. Evaluation of the abstract 

The abstract reflects the main provisions and scientific contributions of the dissertation 

thesis. It is made in accordance with the requirements of the Law on the Development of 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. 

 

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions 

I have no critical remarks in terms of content. From a formal point of view, my 

recommendations to the PhD student Gergana Simeonova Yonkova are to expand her research 

on the topic "The Modern Family between Justice and Tradition" and to find ways to publish 

her work in Bulgarian and foreign reputable scientific journals; to seek opportunities for 

complex research carried out by scientific teams, which will enhance the promotion and 

application in practice of her research. This will contribute to wider scientific recognition of 

the PhD student, and will enrich the opportunities for professional contacts and mutual expert 

enrichment. 

 

8. Conclusion 

The dissertation presented for defence has the character of a complete scientific study. 

The obtained scientific results have a contributory character. 
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In view of the above, I express with full conviction my positive assessment of the 

dissertation work of Gergana Simeonova Yonkova, PhD student - full-time studying at the 

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Section: Social 

Control, Deviations and Conflicts" and recommend that she be awarded the educational and 

scientific degree of „Doctor“. 

 

12.11.2024 / Sofia city        Signature: ........................... 


