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I. Contributions to the monograph "Unity and Diversity of the Spirit. The problem of 

religious pluralism" 

 

1. A new philosophical approach to religious diversity is argued, based on the critical 

understanding of religious phenomena as well as on the methods of comparative religious 

studies. The study focuses on philosophical reflection on religion, seeking to draw out the 

common principles that link different religious systems and to offer a conceptual framework 

for analyzing their differences. Through a philosophical analysis of historical, psychological, 

theological, and social aspects of religious diversity, the study proposes mechanisms for 

understanding the spiritual unity of different religious traditions.  

 

2. An interdisciplinary approach is applied that combines philosophical and religious 

studies methods to explore religious pluralism and the idea of spiritual unity to create a 

multidimensional model for understanding religious pluralism. This methodology offers a 

deeper exploration of universal spiritual principles. The main methodological approaches are 

philosophical analysis, comparative analysis and historical analysis. Through the former, the 

concepts of transcendence, spiritual unity, and mysticism are analyzed. The second approach 

aims at comparing different religious systems and their doctrines in order to find common 

principles that can serve as a basis for intercultural and interreligious dialogue. 

 

3. Some existing methodologies in comparative religious studies are critically analysed 

and rethought, exploring their historical roots and development in the context of religious 

diversity. The transformations of methodological approaches are traced from the early stage 

of evolutionary and empirical studies to contemporary multidisciplinary approaches. This 

analysis highlights the importance of comparative religious studies as a valid scientific 

method. 

 

4. A new philosophical model is proposed for the relation between diversity and unity 

of religions, in analogy with one of the main ideas of Immanuel Kant's critical idealism: the 

unity of religious systems has a regulative function, while particular historical religions retain 

their constitutive function. Distinction between the regulative and the constitutive offers a 

new understanding in which different traditions exist as parts of a broader spiritual context. 

Furthermore, this approach views different religious traditions as particular manifestations of 

a universal spiritual reality. At the same time, attempts to unify religious beliefs are critiqued 

by emphasizing the importance of context and the specific historical conditions under which 
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each religion developed. This avoids imposing a false homogeneity on different religious 

models. 

 

5. Interreligious dialogue initiatives are analysed and presented as an important stage in 

promoting understanding between different religious communities. Dialogue not only 

strengthens coexistence but also broadens philosophical debates about the universality of 

religious experience. How religious tolerance has been interpreted and developed over the 

centuries, from antiquity to the present, is discussed. Western and Eastern philosophy's efforts 

to promote tolerance and respect for differences in religious belief are examined in historical 

perspective. 

 

6. Some phenomenological and psychological perspectives on the experience of the 

sacred are revealed. This approach offers a broader framework for understanding religious 

phenomena based on their psychological depth and inner spiritual dimension. This approach 

provides new perspectives for understanding religious traditions by viewing them in light of 

universal human experience. 

 

 

II. Contributions of other publications in the competition 

 

Mysticism is argued to be a universal and multilayered phenomenon. The main forms of 

mysticism, theistic and monistic, are distinguished, with emphasis on the differences in their 

nature and subject-object relations.  

The affirmation of religious pluralism is justified, which William James views through 

the diversity of religious systems as a reflection of different human needs. Particular attention 

is given to the role of the unconscious through the concept of the 'subliminal self', which is 

seen as a source of religious transformation. 

Hegel's claim of too much God in Spinoza is shown to be problematic in view of 

understandings of God through the concepts of personality and impersonality. Interpretations 

of Spinoza's philosophy are explored, especially in the context of Hegel's critique and 

reassessment. The concept of God as substance in Spinoza's system and its relation to 

pantheism and atheism are analyzed, with emphasis on the philosophical and metaphysical 

character of this concept.  

The methodology and aims of the comparative approach to religious studies are 

analyzed in detail, as well as the thesis of the three main stages in the development of the 

study of religion, according to Louis Jordan. The problems of the method are also analyzed, 

focusing on the potential errors of incorrect comparisons between individual elements of 

religious systems and attempts to objectively evaluate religious phenomena. 

The key conflict between Kant's transcendental ideas and Hegel's critique of 

quantitative infinity is reconstructed, highlighting the differences in their approach to the 

question of the finite and the infinite. A major contribution is the comparative analysis, which 

reveals that Hegel regards the infinite as positive and affirmative when thought in the context 
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of reason, whereas Kant places it within a priori categories. The importance of the limit in the 

thought process and the overcoming of 'bad infinity' by affirming the finite and the infinite as 

interrelated moments within a whole is demonstrated. 

The literary polemic between Carl Jung and Martin Buber is reconstructed, exploring 

the main differences in their approaches to metaphysics and psychology. Particular 

importance is given to Jung's concept of archetypes and their role in thinking about the 

transcendent, viewing them as symbolic representations of the unconscious that can be 

interpreted within the framework of religious experience. At the same time, Buber's view of 

the uniqueness of I-Thou relation is emphasized as the basis for an authentic understanding of 

the transcendent that transcends psychological categories. 

The tension between personal religion and institutionalized religious systems is 

explored, highlighting how processes of secularization lead to a transformation of religious 

experience and its reorientation toward the individual and the subjective. The analysis of 

Charles Taylor's ideas contributes to the philosophical and sociological debate on 

contemporary religious and spiritual transformations, establishing Taylor's ideas as relevant 

for understanding spirituality in the modern world. It also examines the paradox of 

secularization, which, on the one hand, disenchants the world but, on the other, creates new 

possibilities for pluralism and spiritual inspiration. 

The concept of the universal organism, developed in the works of Schelling, Hegel and 

other philosophers, is explored, emphasizing its importance for the perception of nature not as 

a collection of isolated mechanical phenomena, but as a whole whose parts are organically 

connected. Particular attention is paid to vitalism and its opposition to the mechanistic 

approach, which allows the interpretation of nature as a dynamic and purposive process. 

A critical analysis of the relation between the ethical and the religious in Kierkegaard 

and Kant is offered, focusing on the way in which Kierkegaard rethinks Kant's idea of moral 

duty and its limits. The notion of the 'leap of faith' in Kierkegaard, seen as a radical break with 

Kant's moral universalism, and its relation to the notion of paradox in religious consciousness 

is analysed. Kierkegaard's critique of Kant's rationalist approach, which he argues fails to 

capture the existential depth of religious experience, is also explored. 

Martin Buber's philosophy of dialogue and its development towards a theology of 

dialogue is analyzed. The basic distinction between I-Thou and I-Thou relations is explored, 

emphasizing their importance for understanding authentic human relationships and religious 

experience. Buber's dialogics overcomes the classical subject-object logic and introduces the 

notion of the "eternal Thou" that connects the human and the divine. Particular attention is 

given to the integration of philosophy and religion, with emphasis on how Buber transforms 

the dialogical principle into a theology of dialogue where God is experienced as present in 

everyday human relationships. 


