OPINION
concerning
the competition for the academic position Associate Professor, academic field 2-3 Philosophy
(Philosophy of Religion), for the needs of section “Religion, Beliefs, Worldview” (State Gazette
105/13.12.2024)

The only candidate in the competition is Dr Miroslav Bachev, Major Assistant Professor at the
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the BAS, section “Religion, Beliefs, Worldview”. The
sphere of his academic interests comprises Philosophy of Religion, Comparative Religion Studies,
German Classical Philosophy, Eastern Philosophy. The candidate has considerable teaching
experience as part time Assistant Professor at Sofia University, Faculty of Philosophy - lectures
and seminars in Philosophy of Religion, Flistory of Religions, Philosophy of History, Philosophical
Anthropology, Hermeneutics, at BA and MA level - from 2013 till present. He is author of two
monographies - “Phenomenology of the Sacred. From Kant to Rudolf Otto” and “Unity and
Diversity of the Spirit: the Problem of Religious Pluralism” as well as of about 40 articles. He has
participated as editor in the preparation of 9 edited books and also as member of the teams of two

research projects. He has delivered papers at about 20 academic conferences and has participated
in the organization of four such events.

Dr Bachev has presented for the competition the monography “Unity and Diversity of the Spirit:
the Problem of Religious Pluralism” and 12 articles, throughout which certain leitmotifs can be
traced - about the nature ofreligiousness (“Kierkegaard vs Kant: the Relation between the Ethical
and the Religious”; “Visions of Spirituality and Religion - Ch. Taylor”; “The Problem of the
Religious and Pluralism in the Interpretation of W. James”; “A Study on Mysticism: Geoffrey
Parrinder and Henri Bergson”; “Is There Too Much of God in Spinoza - Sketches of the Hegelian
Interpretation™), about the problems of religion studies (“Comparative Religion Studies in the 20th
century - Historical Sketches”; “Louis Jordan and Comparative Religion Studies”), as well as
Hegel’s understanding of infinity (“Kant’s First Antinomy and Hegel’s Bad Infinity”; “Finite and
Infinite: Hegel and the World Process”).

I’ll start my comment on certain pivotal moments of these works by M. Bachev from the most
representative among them - the monography “Unity and Diversity of the Spirit: the Problem of
Religious Pluralism”. It deals with one of the most discussed and difficult problems in Philosophy
of Religion - how is religious pluralism possible, provided that faith in monotheistic religions is,
by its very nature, absolute. If someone is convinced that s/he is ,,right#in his/her religious beliefs,
then for him/her the alternative ones should be blasphemous. Wouldn’t then the monotheistic
religions have to fight among'themselves in an uncompromising manner? And if nowadays this is
not the case, isn’t this due to some form of modus vivendi, which would relativize the value of the
efforts to establish interreligious dialogue as being manifestations of hypocrisy?

The author is seeking a solution by applying the methods of philosophical reflection and
comparative religion studies. His aim is to find out such mechanisms of revealing the spiritual
unity of the various religious traditions, which do not reduce it to some abstract commonality. His



research relies in this respect on the contributions of thinkers like I. Kant, Fr. Schleiermacher, John
Hick. Worth noting here is the author’s thesis that the relation between the unity and diversity of
religions can be considered by analogy with the one between the regulative and the constitutive
functions of the ideas of pure reason and the concepts of understanding in the “Critique of Pure
Reason”. In the sense that the universality of religious experience can claim only a regulative
function concerning the relations between religions, not dominating their practical and worldview
roles.

This move of the author seems to be quite an ingenious one, but it presents also some ground for
doubts whether the differentiation between regulative and constitutive function of ideas makes
sense out of the transcendentalist context of Kantian philosophy. | would be interested to read M.
Bachev’s clarification of this point.

Another intriguing line of thought in the monography is considering a quite different opportunity
for harmonizing interreligious relations - the transcending of religious boundaries on the basis of
mystical experience as immediately linking the worshiper with the Divine. In M. Bachev’s opinion
mystical experience is an universal religious phenomenon.

Quite a few of the articles presented for the competition are in some way or other preparatory
research in regard of the monography. | mean the two texts concerning comparative religion
studies, as well as the five mentioned above which present research on the nature of the religious.
It is worth noting also M. Bachev’s interest in Hegel’s conception of infinity (two articles) and in
M. Buber’s philosophy of dialogue which is at the same time also theology of dialogue. | would
welcome in this respect a clarification by M. Bachev concerning the paradoxical togetherness of
the dialogical nature of Buber’s philosophy and, on the other hand, his affinity to Hassidism - a
form of Judaism which is among the most intolerant ones in its attitude toward the different.

More generally, | would note M. Bachev’s authentic interest in the subject-matter of Philosophy
of Religion, which may have something to do with the combination in his case of a BA degree in
Theology and MA and PhD degrees in Philosophy. His works presented for the competition are
pieces of serious research. | personally have impressions from his cooperation with the Department

of Philosophy of Sofia University, where he enjoys the prestige of an erudite and reliable
colleague.

| have no concerns about the formal correctness of the competition. And also - no objections in

regard of the contributions declared by the candidate. The list of the quotations refers to serious
enough publishers.

In sum - | think that all this provides sufficient reasons for me to support unreservedly the
application of Dr Miroslav Bachev for the academic position Associate Professor.

25.03.2025 Prof. Dr Habil Plamen Makariev



