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OPINION 

for Miroslav Bachev, PhD, PARTICIPANT IN 

COMPETITION FOR ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PROFESSIONAL 

2.3. - PHILOSOPHY 

(scientific speciality Philosophy of Religion) 

ANNOUNCED FOR THE NEEDS OF THE SECTION "RELIGION, BELIEFS, 

WORDVIEW" at IPhS - BAS" in the State Gazette, issue 105 / 13.12.2024, 

by Assoc. Prof. PhD. Tsvetelin Angelov (IPhS - BAS) 

Chief Assistant Phd Miroslav Bachev is the sole candidate in the announced competition for 

Associate Professor. The submitted materials and documents fully meet the regulatory 

requirements and admission criteria for the competition, in accordance with the ADASRB, as 

well as the requirements of BAS and IPhS. 

 Miroslav Bachev has published two books/monographs: Phenomenology of the Sacred. From 

Immanuel Kant to Rudolf Otto, Sofia: University Publishing House, 2016, 284 pages, and Unity 

and Diversity of the Spirit: The Problem of Religious Pluralism, Sofia, Propeller, 2024, 364 

pages. Additionally, he presents an impressive list of 39 publications, primarily focused on topics 

in the fields of the philosophy of religion, religious studies, and comparative religion. He also 

provides a record of his participation in academic forums. Dr. M. Bachev applied with 12 

/twelve/ serious articles in which he examines authors and issues related to Spinoza, Kant and 

Hegel, Buber, Kierkegaard, etc. - to Taylor, Parinder and Bergson. 

In all his academic activities, Miroslav Bachev demonstrates high professionalism and an 

impressive research spirit, combined with innovative achievements. His research is of a distinctly 

philosophical nature, incorporating extensive knowledge in theology, religious studies, and the 

history of religions. Notably, he explores and presents his topics in a profound, comprehensive, 

and competent manner. 

I have excellent impressions of  Miroslav Bachev’s professionalism, qualities, and work within 

the department. He works extremely actively and successfully on departmental projects, 

demonstrating a high level of professional ethics, personal integrity, and collegiality. As a 

productive author and highly ethical colleague, he maintains a full and harmonious relationship 

with his peers. 

In his monographic study, Unity and Diversity of the Spirit: The Problem of Religious Pluralism, 

Miroslav Bachev offers a profound, comprehensive, and original research concept on 

fundamental issues related to religion. The book provides a highly professional and competent 
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analysis of religion as a universal spiritual phenomenon. It also includes original authorial theses, 

which  Miroslav Bachev formulates and substantiates with precision. 

It must be noted immediately that the topic is highly relevant, and the text is written with 

expertise and professionalism at a high scientific level while maintaining an accessible style. 

Despite covering numerous paragraphs and sections, the text maintains logical coherence, 

consistency, and derivability throughout. This significantly enhances the value of the study. 

A major contribution of the author is his ability to encompass an extensive range of issues within 

his research, analyzing them in depth and competently. He provides readers with a principled 

orientation in the complexities of religious issues, incorporating all major global religious 

paradigms and traditions. Additionally, the study includes mystical traditions present in world 

religions, offering a complete and comprehensive perspective on the subject matter. 

The text undeniably contains complex scientific achievements and results, standing out as one of 

the few works on this topic available in Bulgaria. For this reason, the book immediately attains 

the status of an exceptionally valuable and essential research work in the fields of religious 

studies and the philosophy of religion. 

The book consists of three chapters, each conducting a professional research analysis of 

fundamental issues related to world religions. The first chapter examines religious diversity in a 

comparative and historical context, offering a vast amount of factual information combined with 

deep and original authorial theses, analyses, and evaluations. The second chapter focuses on the 

issue of religious unity, which does not negate but rather acknowledges the specificities of global 

religious paradigms and traditions while identifying common and universal foundational 

principles among them. This approach enables dialogue between different world religions and 

traditions. The third chapter explores mysticism, covering the specifics and key characteristics of 

Eastern (primarily transpersonal-monistic) and Western (primarily personalistic-theistic) 

mysticism while also recognizing the possibility of common and similar elements between them. 

Miroslav Bachev has utilized well-selected literary sources that are entirely relevant to the 

research topic. This adds further academic value to his study, but its greatest merit lies in his 

original and well-argued research theses, which constitute the primary contributions of his book. 

This book represents the first scientific work on the theory of comparative religion in Bulgaria. 

This makes it particularly valuable as a contribution to religious studies, the philosophy of 

religion, and the humanities as a whole, making it suitable for philosophers, religious scholars, 

cultural researchers, humanities scholars, theologians, and anyone interested in the subject 

matter. 

As a question, I would like to ask Miroslav Bachev whether he plans to continue his research on 

comparative religion and, if so, in what direction he envisions his future academic 

investigations? 

As a recommendation, I would suggest paying more attention to Hegel's Lectures on the 

Philosophy of Religion, which lay the scientific foundation for the philosophy of religion. In 
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these lectures, based on philosophical criteria, the nature and specificity of religion are defined, 

while the genesis and phylogeny of world religions, as well as the ontogenesis of each individual 

world religion, are systematically and analytically traced. On this basis, a fundamental 

comparison between them becomes possible. 

I have no joint publications with Dr. M. Bachev. I also find no evidence of plagiarism in his 

work—his studies are entirely original and authorial. 

Considering the overall academic and research achievements of M. Bachev, I categorically and 

confidently support his candidacy for the position of Associate Professor and encourage other 

members of the Scientific Jury to support him as well, as well as to the esteemed members of the 

Scientific Council to vote "YES". 

Sofia,15.03.2025                                                           Assoc. Prof. PhD. Tsvetelin Angelov 

 


