REVIEW on the competition for Associate Professor for the candidate Dr. Miroslav Yordanov
Bachev by Prof. Dr. Stefan N. Penov, Based on the decision of the Scientific Council of the Institute
of Philosophy and Sociology and the order of the Director — RD,42-2, dated 05.02.2025.

1. Competition details: The competition is for the academic position of "associate professor”, in
the professional field 2.3. Philosophy (Philosophy of Religion) in the field of humanities, for the
needs of the section "Religion, Beliefs, Worldview" (published in the State Gazette, issue 105 /
13.12.2024). In the announced competition for associate professor for the needs of the
Department "Religion" at the IPS-BAS, a single candidate appeared - Senior Assistant Professor Dr.
Miroslav Yordanov Bachev.

2. Data about the candidate and the submitted materials: Miroslav Bachev is applying for
associate professor in the habilitation procedure with a serious monograph — Bachev, M. Unity
and Diversity of the Spirit: the Problem of Religious Pluralism. Sofia, Propeller, 2024, ISBN: 978-
954-392-769-8, 346 p. and also with 12 /twelve/ articles. But his scientific output is significantly
greater than this. -He holds a master's and doctoral degrees in philosophy, 2.3., professional field
of humanities. - The candidate has extensive teaching experience at Sofia University and already
holds the academic position of Chief Assistant at the IFS-BAS. - According to the 3 tables of NACID
presented - for Doctor, for Chief Assistant and for Associate Professor - Dr. Miroslav Bachev meets
both the national requirements for Associate Professor and the additional ones of the IFS-BAS.
And in some respects exceeds them. - All submitted documents are correct and meet the
requirements of the ZRASRB and the regulations for the implementation of the Act. - | do not have
a common publication with the candidate for assessment. - | have not established plagiarism, the
works are original and authored.

3. Evaluation of the habilitation work: This is the second book by Dr. Miroslav Bachev, but in
fact, before us is the first original monograph in Bulgaria on the theory of /comparative/ religious
studies. Religion is one of the most fundamental and primordial existential human needs and a
determinant of the behavior of large masses of people. It is a personal psychic integrator and has
social-consolidating and state-forming functions. In this case, academic philosophical research,
especially such as the one professionally conducted by Dr. Bachev, also meets a current social
need. The book is valuable also because of the author's erudition and dedication. Here, the main
characteristics of religions are considered through the prism of monotheism-polytheism-
heterotheism or monolatry, or the East-West thinking and worldview, which the author equally
masters. Through philosophical reflection, religion and comparative religious studies become the
subject of study. In this case, this is religious diversity, the critical understanding of religious
phenomena and the methods of comparative religious studies. On the one hand, religions "cannot
be reduced to something abstractly common" - religious pluralism is a fact, but on the other. side
we rightly speak of identical religious phenomena. The book creatively analyzes the concepts of
internationally known foreign and domestic authors investigating the universal nature of religion

and the uniqueness of religious beliefs and movements. Dr. Bachev seeks both the universality of



religious experience and the dialectic of religious diversity and unity. But before a task can be
solved in a Hegelian way, it must be formulated according to Kant: "the unity and diversity of
religions relate to each other similarly to the regulative and constitutive functions of the ideas of
pure reason and the concepts of reason". This is developed by the author with the following
methodology, which requires, but does not end with apriorism, but with activity and choice of the
subject.

The analysis of the historical roots of religious pluralism shows how the idea of religious
diversity has developed historically, and comparative religious studies is a general methodology.
The interdisciplinary approach combines philosophical and religious studies methods to study
religious pluralism and the idea of spiritual unity. It goes through philosophical hermeneutics, as
well as through international interreligious forums, and through the revelation of religious
systems, which "despite their differences, function as paths to the same universal spiritual truths."
Indeed, one cannot do without Kant, Schleiermacher, Hick, James, and Taylor. Dr. Bachev also
boldly investigates mysticism, which is seen "as a means of overcoming religious differences, ...
offering an experience that goes beyond dogmatic concepts." An important moment is also his
psychological analysis of mysticism and the sacred. And on the answers to the questions: Who am
I?, Where do | come from?, What is the world like?, What is the immanent-transcendental
relationship?, Where am | going and what should | do? - depends on whether we will repeat the
mistakes of the history of the human spirit. It also depends: How will we interpret faith itself -
mystically as an essential link of all religions, clerically or secularly? Will our life be messianic,
eschatological, naively realistic or darkly atheistic? Or will we build personal spirituality in a
realistic, progressive civilization, for which the world is a school of immortality!? | evaluate the
monograph as: High professionalism and this is the first book in our country, which is also an
undeniable contribution to the THEORY of comparative religious studies.

4. Evaluation of other publications: - 1. Bachev, M. Martin Buber's Philosophy of Dialogue as a
Theology of Dialogue, In: Rhetoric and Communications, Electronic Scientific Journal, 2012. Martin
Buber's philosophy of dialogue is analyzed in its development towards a theology of dialogue. The
main distinction between the relationships "I-Thou" and "I-It" is examined, emphasizing their
importance for understanding authentic human relationships and religious experience. Buber's
"dialogic" is in harmony with Jewish Kabbalistic philosophy and its principles that two
contradictory statements can be true, from which one starts to a third true statement and finally
reaches the "halaka" or the divine path and omnipresence that Israel must follow. It overcomes
the classical subject-object logic and introduces the concept of the "eternal You", which connects
the human and the Divine. Particular attention is paid to the integration of philosophy and
religion, with the emphasis on how Buber transforms the dialogical principle into a theology of
dialogue, where God is experienced as present in everyday human relationships. It is
demonstrated how Buber's dialogism provides an alternative to the rationalist approach to God,

offering a new understanding of religion as a dynamic relationship based on immediacy and



personality. - 2. The article Bachev, M. Kierkegaard vs. Kant: the relationship between ethical and
religious, In: Collection "Sgren Kierkegaard - thinker and creator of three centuries", Sofia, Un. lzd.
St. Kliment Ohridski, 2018, is based on the existential dialectic of resolving contradictions through
a leap or emergent and a critical analysis of the relationship between the ethical and religious in
Kierkegaard and Kant is proposed. The emphasis is on the way in which Kierkegaard rethinks the
Kantian idea of moral duty and its limits. The concept of Kierkegaard's "leap of faith" is analyzed,
seen as a radical break with Kant's moral universalism, and its relationship to the concept of
paradox in religious consciousness. Kierkegaard's criticism of Kant's rationalist approach, which, in
his opinion, fails to grasp the existential depth of religious experience, is also examined.

- 3. The article Bachev, M. Idealism and the Natural Sciences: the World as an Organism in the
Philosophy of the 19th Century, In: Thought, Word, Text (Collection), Vol. 5, University Publishing
House "Paisiy Hilendarski", 2018. Here the concept of the universal organism, developed in the
works of Schelling, Hegel and other philosophers, is examined, emphasizing its importance for the
perception of nature not as a collection of isolated mechanical phenomena, but as a whole, the
parts of which are organically connected. Particular attention is paid to vitalism and its opposition
to the mechanistic approach, which allows the interpretation of nature as a dynamic and
purposeful process. It is analyzed how the idea of the world as a universal organism becomes a key
view connecting philosophy and the rapidly developing sciences, as well as its role in overcoming
mechanistic understandings of nature. The importance of idealism for the development of
metaphysical categories that consider life as the main characteristic of the Universe is also
studied. *Note: | would suggest using not in essence, but for precision in some cases instead of
“organism” — holism or system, primarily because Schelling reaches spiritualism, and Hegel prefers
total systematicity, which alone is Truth. - 4. The article Bachev, M. Contemporary visions of
spirituality and religion — Charles Taylor, In: magazine Thought, word, text, Vol. 1 (7) new series,
2021, pp. 16-23., electronic magazine, ISSN: 2815-2816, is dedicated to the book and lectures of C.
Taylor “Varieties of religion today: rethinking William James”. This paper explores the tension
between personal religion and institutionalized religious systems, emphasizing how processes of
secularization lead to a transformation of religious experience and its reorientation towards the
individual and the subjective. The text contributes to the discussion on contemporary religious and
spiritual transformations, affirming Taylor’s ideas as relevant for understanding spirituality in the
modern world. It also examines the paradox of secularization, which, on the one hand,
disenchants the world, but on the other, creates new possibilities for pluralism and spiritual
inspiration. An interpretation of the post-Durkheimian era, defined by Taylor, is proposed as a
period of expressive individualism, in which religious identities increasingly move away from
communal and institutional frameworks. In this new context, spirituality is not necessarily
associated with religious affiliation, but is often expressed in personal and creative forms of

spiritual experience.



The relationship between the finite and the infinite in the context of the world process is
dialectically analyzed, emphasizing that according to Hegel, true infinity represents a dynamic
unity between the two, while “bad infinity” is limited to fruitless progression.

- 7.The article Bachev, M. Comparative Religious Studies in the 20th Century — Historical
Strokes, In: Thought, Word, Text, 8 (14), PU. ed. "Paisiy Hilendarski", 2022, examines the
development of comparative religious studies in the 20th century, with an emphasis on two main
aspects — the efforts for non-confessional development of the discipline and the emphasis on its
universalistic potential. The importance of the interdisciplinary approach, which allows
comparative religious studies to be enriched with new perspectives and analytical frameworks, is
argued. It is analyzed how the discipline evolved from a tool for apologetics to a broader and
critical approach to the study of religious diversity. A critical analysis of the methodological
challenges associated with attempts to combine scientific rigor with the philosophical and cultural
multifacetedness of religions is also presented. - 8. The article, Bachev, M. Kant's First Antinomy
and Hegel's "Bad Infinity". In: Hegel's Philosophical System and the Philosophy of Religion - 250
Years from the Birth and 190 Years from the Death of G. Hegel - T.2., Propeller, 2022. The concepts
of infinity and finitude are the subject of classical metaphysics, and this issue remains relevant in
the light of contemporary cosmological and astrophysical problems. The key conflict between
Kant's transcendental ideas and Hegel's criticism of quantitative infinity is reconstructed,
emphasizing the differences in their approach to the question of the finite and the infinite. A
major contribution is the comparative analysis, which reveals that Hegel views the infinite as
positive and affirmative when it is thought in the context of reason, while Kant places it within a
priori categories. The analysis of Hegel's critique of "bad infinity", which is reduced to endless
progress and the lack of affirmative character, and its opposition to "true infinity", viewed as the
unity of the finite and the infinite in a dynamic process, is significant.

* Note: | would support the author for both articles 6& 8 with Hegel himself — “Every “finite and
limited” has a beginning” in time, but “this beginning is not the first”. Therefore, one must only
answer that “the world has a beginning and has no beginning” (Encyclopedia § 247) & “The
Absolute Idea” is defined by Hegel as a “reasonable concept”. “Everything else”, Hegel writes, “is
error, mortality, opinion, striving, arbitrariness and transience; only the Absolute Idea is being, an
eternal life, a truth that knows itself and is every truth, the whole truth” And ontological eternity
and infinity are limited only in the finite worlds (/The Science of Logic, pp. 347-348/, see.
Dialectical Logos, 2015, pp. 346, 211).

- 9. The article Bachev, M. Louis Jordan and Comparative Religious Studies, PU - In: Thought,
Word, Text, vol. 7 (13), PU, 2022, analyzes in detail the methodology and goals of the comparative
approach in religious studies, as well as the thesis about the three main stages in the development
of the science of religion, according to Jordan. The importance of the comparative method as a
critical tool that not only studies historical religious phenomena, but also identifies regularities

between different religions and periods is emphasized. The problems of the method, emphasizing



the potential errors in incorrect comparison between individual elements of religious systems and
attempts to objectively assess religious phenomena.

10. The article Bachev, M. Is there “too much God” in Spinoza — touches on the Hegelian
interpretation,. In: Filosofiya-Philosophy magazine, 31, 3, MES, 2022, The controversial thesis of
the author M. Bachev is that Hegel’s position on too much God in Spinoza is incomplete and
imprecise. This is done in view of the modern understanding of the interaction between
philosophical and personalistic concepts of God, by integrating a historical-philosophical
perspective on the conflict between the abstract and living God. The critical approach of the
article to Hegel’s assessment of Spinozism offers a contribution to the philosophy of religion,
emphasizing the importance of the theoretical-cognitive limitations of Spinoza’s system, especially
in aspects related to subjectivity, individuality and concreteness. The concept of God as a
substance in Spinoza's system and its relationship with pantheism and atheism are analyzed, with
an emphasis on the philosophical and metaphysical nature of this concept. Of course, the study
enriches the contemporary understanding of the interaction between philosophical and
personalistic concepts of God, by integrating a historical-philosophical perspective on the conflict
between the abstract and the living God.

*Note: The text is professionally written, but makes an attempt to compare concepts of
different scope and content - purely philosophical categories such as substance and pantheism
with terms from religion and psychology - personality, impersonality. | will also note this as a
prerequisite for the author of the article to continue his research. But Hegel himself makes
correlations, e.g.: “Hegel clearly emphasizes that “God not only created the world as something
else, but from eternity begat His Son, in whom as Spirit He is found in Himself”/ § 161/. But: Then
it is clearly shown that for the philosopher “all things are concepts,..., judgments and inferences”
/8§ 181, 167/ (according to Dialectical Logos, p.74).

11. The article Bachev, M. The Problem of Religion and Pluralism in the Interpretation of
William James, In: Journal of Thought, Word, Text, Volume 10 (16) new series, 2023, The author
shows with arguments that James's ideas are very close to those of Friedrich Schleiermacher and
Rudolf Otto. Justifies the affirmation of religious pluralism, which James views through the
diversity of religious systems as a reflection of different human needs. James places feeling and
behavior as primary components of religion, preceding theological and philosophical speculations.
Particular attention is paid to the role of the subconscious through the concept of the "subliminal
Self", which he considers as a source of religious transformation. Criticisms of metaphysical
speculations on God's existence are an expression of the pragmatist understanding of the idea
that the only valid such evidence is for the moral attributes of God.

- 12. The article-almost a study by Bachev, M. A Study of Mysticism: Jeffrey Parinder and Henri
Bergson, In: Philosophy of Religion and Worldview, Sofia, Propeller, 2023, It is correctly noted that
the concept of mystical is related to religion, but also to the transcendence of consciousness. Thus,

it falls into the category of non-natural experiences. Mysticism is argued as a universal and multi-



layered phenomenon. A parallel analysis is made of two not so well-known as Plato and Aristotle
or Kant and Hegel, but significant researchers. Jeffrey Parinder presents mysticism in the context
of comparative religious studies, emphasizing its universality and its importance as a basis for
unifying different religious traditions. The text distinguishes the main forms of mysticism - theistic
and monistic, emphasizing the differences in their nature and subject-object relations. Henri
Bergson's philosophical perspective brings new depth to the analysis of mysticism through the
concept of the "vital impulse", which serves as a source of mystical intuition and connection with
the Divine. Bergson identifies mysticism as the essence of dynamic religion, capable of
transcending the limitations of nature and renewing spiritual life through creativity, love and
action. The complex dialectic between Western and Eastern thought is also analyzed, raising the
qguestion of the applicability of the concept of "mysticism" to Far Eastern philosophical and
religious traditions.

- 5. Evaluation of other activities: Dr. M. Bachev is an undisputed professional in the
philosophy of religion, but his interests are also in the areas of: comparative religious studies,
German classical philosophy, contemporary philosophy, history of religions, philosophy and
culture of the East. He has over 10 years of successful teaching experience with students at Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski" with almost 1500 hours of lectures and seminars. He was a
scientific supervisor of several graduate students at the Faculty of Philosophy of Sofia University.
He is an editor, scientific editor or author of an introductory article for 9 thematic collections and
monographic publications. - He is also the author of another monographic book, with which he did
not apply for the competition for associate professor - Bachev Miroslav, Phenomenology of the
Holy. From Immanuel Kant to Rudolf Otto, Sofia: University Publishing House, 2016, 284 p. -
Together with her, his scientific publications become 41, of which - 2 very valuable and
professional author's monographs. - The candidate has an impressive number of citations for his
age. - As an assistant and Chief Assistant, he participates in 2 NI projects of the Department where
we work. They are related to the Philosophy of Religion and Worldview. As the head of these
projects, | can responsibly confirm his very active and highly professional participation. The
remarkable thing is that he not only works dedicatedly, but also follows the principle of active
lifelong learning and working skillfully in a scientific team. - He is a participant with good reports in
over 20 academic conferences, including those with international participation. - He is an
organizer and co-organizer of 4 national scientific conferences. - He speaks or uses English, Russian
and German. He has excellent computer literacy.

6. Notes and recommendations: * | have notes on 2 of the articles, which | do not belittle.
They are valuable and professional. Rather, this is an incentive for the author to continue
developing as an Associate Professor, because the path of knowledge is endless. - | would
recommend that he continue to study Hegel, because - in addition to dialectical logic and the
grandiose philosophical system - Hegel created the entire direction and established the Philosophy

of Religion as an academic subject. - And let the future Associate Professor Bachev not doubt the



merits of his monograph - the first original monograph in Bulgaria on the theory of /comparative/
religious studies, which is useful for all philosophers of religion and worldview, religious scholars,
professors of philosophy and even theology. 7. Overall impression of the candidate: | mean his
main monograph, which is with contributions to the Bulgarian philosophy of religion as the first
book published in Bulgaria on the theory of comparative religious studies, the articles and the
scientific degree of Doctor, his enormous teaching and also scientific research work - scientific
projects, academic forums and publications, and his overall activity, | can conclude that: Dr.
Miroslav Bachev is a highly professional philosopher with a large scientific output, creative
thought, a scientist-researcher and teacher. He is among the excellent specialists in Philosophy of
Religion and Worldview and a leader in the field of comparative religious studies and its theory. He
will be a valuable and useful scientist, researcher at the IFS-BAS, teacher and scientific supervisor
of young scientists. - My personal impressions as the head of the department/section and of NI
projects are that he is a successful scientist, a good teacher, a highly professional author in the
philosophy of religion and in philosophy in general, always searching and self-critical, an honorable
and good colleague in academic circles. Dr. M. Bachev also emerges as a manager of scientific
activity with good organizational capabilities and excellent communication in a scientific team.

- . CONCLUSION: Considering his scientific, teaching, collegial and managerial qualities;
Considering also that: The candidate fully meets the requirements of the Law on the Republic of
Bulgaria, the requirements of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Institute of Philosophy-
BAS for an associate professor: - | confidently vote in the National Assembly for his habilitation and
propose to the esteemed Scientific Council of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences: To elect him as an Associate Professor in the professional field of
Philosophy - 2.3 (and Philosophy of Religion), for the needs of the Department "Religion, Beliefs
and Worldview".
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