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regarding Dr. Sergey Metodiev, CANDIDATE IN THE COMPETITION FOR THE
ACADEMIC POSITION OF ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR in professional field 2.3 —
Philosophy (scientific specialty: Philosophy of Religion) announced for the needs of the
Department of “Religion, Beliefs, Worldview” at Institute of Philosophy and Sociology,
BAS (published in the State Gazette, No. 61 / 29.07.2025)

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tsvetelin Angelov (IPhS — BAS)

Dr. Sergey Metodiev is the sole candidate in the announced competition for Associate
Professor. The materials and documents he submitted fully comply with the statutory
requirements for participation, as set forth by the Law for the Development of Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), as well as the specific regulations of BAS
and the Institute for Institute of Philosophy and Sociology.

Dr. Metodiev is the author of two published monographs:

1. The Clash of Civilizations or the Clash of Civilization with Its Own History, Propeller
Publishing House, 2025, 262 pp., ISBN 978-954-392-815-6;

2. Philosophical Foundations of the Postsecular Dynamics of Religion, Propeller
Publishing House, 2025, 230 pp., ISBN 978-954-392-828-3.

The latter is a revised version of his doctoral dissertation. He has also presented a list of
22 publications focused mainly on issues in the philosophy of religion, religious
philosophy, religious studies, comparative religion, history of philosophy, and German
classical philosophy, among others. Additionally, he has participated in a number of
academic conferences and research forums.

In his academic activities, Dr. Metodiev demonstrates a high level of professionalism and
an impressive research spirit, combined with innovative and original scholarly
achievements. His studies are distinctly philosophical in character and display extensive
knowledge in the fields of the history of philosophy, philosophy of religion, theology,
and the history of religions. His work reflects analytical depth, conceptual precision, and
a comprehensive grasp of the subjects he investigates.

I have excellent impressions of Dr. Metodiev’s professionalism, scholarly qualities, and
work within the department. He works in a methodical, purposeful, consistent, and
successful manner on departmental projects, displaying high standards of professional
and personal ethics and collegiality. As a productive author and an ethical colleague, he
maintains a constructive and harmonious relationship with his peers.



Dr. Metodiev’s monograph The Clash of Civilizations or the Clash of Civilization with
Its Own History represents a serious, original, and engaging study that addresses
significant and diverse philosophical problems concerning humanity’s worldview, values,
and spiritual foundations throughout history. The study impresses with its broad scope
and thematic richness. It traces the genesis, principles, and evolution of human
spirituality and, consequently, of philosophy as a science. In doing so, the work acquires
a partly historical-philosophical character, wherein the history of philosophy and the
philosophy of history are conceptually and logically interconnected. Within this
framework, Dr. Metodiev insightfully examines the dialectical relationship between the
phylogenesis and ontogenesis of philosophy.

A defining feature of the book is its emphasis on the fundamental distinction between
philosophy and ideology. In an original manner, Dr. Metodiev provides a philosophical
assessment of human civilization and its dialectically contradictory forms. His
philosophical interpretation of historical processes and events is particularly noteworthy,
as it demonstrates his ability to conceptualize and analyze complex historical phenomena.

The book also offers concise yet profound examinations of key philosophical paradigms,
ideas, and systems developed by some of the most influential representatives of Western
thought. As noted, Dr. Metodiev traces the evolution of philosophical ideas through both
individual thinkers and broader historical developments, adding his own original
perspective on questions of worldview and meaning.

The work further includes philosophical reflections on religion and the idea of God,
considered in both philosophical and worldview contexts. It analyzes significant
philosophical doctrines and ideologies that have fundamentally shaped human society
and its development across history.

Although the book deals with an extensive and complex subject matter, Dr. Metodiev’s
exposition is exceptionally coherent, logically structured, and conceptually complete. It
demonstrates his high general culture, profound philosophical insight, and strong
professional competence.

The monograph comprises five chapters. The first examines the logic of historical
processes and the role of ideologies from the perspective of the philosophy of history.
The second follows the history of philosophy as a coherent intellectual process, as
formulated by Hegel in his History of Philosophy. The third addresses contemporary
philosophical and ideological issues, including an analysis of Alexander Dugin’s
conceptual framework and its philosophical foundations. The fourth explores the



fundamental distinction between the understanding (Verstand) and reason (Vernunft),
outlining the consequences of losing this distinction. The fifth and final chapter presents
an original hypothesis, which the author deliberately leaves open for further discussion.

The book is competently and accessibly written, and the issues it explores are timely and
significant. Dr. Metodiev approaches them with intellectual rigor and philosophical
depth, offering valuable interpretations and original insights. His analytical approach and
unique scholarly perspective add further value to the study.

As a general recommendation, | would encourage the author to continue and expand his
research, incorporating additional contemporary dimensions and employing a broader
methodological and conceptual apparatus. Given the scope of his topic, | believe Dr.
Metodiev could further develop his line of inquiry in a future monograph as a
continuation of this work.

In conclusion, | affirm that Dr. Sergey Metodiev meets all the national academic
requirements under the Law for the Development of Academic Staff, as well as those of
BAS and the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology. | have found no evidence of
plagiarism, nor do | have any conflict of interest with the candidate. The works he has
presented are original and make a meaningful contribution to the field of Philosophy of
Religion.

For these reasons, | will unequivocally vote in favor of the election of Dr. Sergey
Metodiev to the academic position of Associate Professor in Professional Field 2.3 —
Philosophy (Philosophy of Religion) in the Department of “Religion, Beliefs
Worldview,” IPhS —BAS. | also call upon the other members of the academic jury to
support his candidacy.
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