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Based on a report by Assoc. Prof. PhD Miroslav Bachev with entry No. 

NO 05-06-481/07.10.2025, Minutes No. 16/09.09.2025. Scientific Assembly of 

the IFS of BAS, Order No. RD -366.4/24.09.2025 of the IFS Director of BAS, I 

have been appointed a member of the scientific jury of the competition for the 

position of "associate professor" in the professional field 2.3. Philosophy 

(Philosophy of Religion), for the needs of the section "Religion, Beliefs, 

Worldview", IFS - BAS with the only candidate, assistant professor, PhD 

Sergey Dimitrov Metodiev. At the first meeting of the scientific jury, I was 

selected to write an opinion. 

Biographical data and personal impressions 

PhD Sergey Metodiev was born on February 16, 1961. He graduated 

from the Faculty of Philosophy of the Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski", and 

in March 2015 he presented his PhD thesis on the topic "Postsecular Dynamics 

of Religion in Contemporary Europe". The extremely wide range of his 

scientific interests is impressive. They range from metaphysics and ontology to 

philosophy of religion, philosophy of history, geopolitics and sports. I highly 

appreciate PhD Metodiev the post-doctoral studies in Bulgaria and especially 

abroad – USA and Germany. The candidate for associate professor also has an 

impressive pedagogical experience, carries out scientific supervision of 

numerous master's and doctoral students. Participation in a numеrious of 

scientific projects, including those within the section, shows the accumulated 



vast knowledge and experience, which promises successful future scientific 

research work. He is extremely active in conducting seminars in the section. 

Scientometric indicators 

Habilitation thesis 

The scientific research work of PhD Metodiev is impressive. It far 

exceeds the scientometric requirements for meeting the requirements for the 

academic position for which he is applying. In every competition for an 

associate professor, the leading argument is the habilitation thesis. The research 

submitted by the colleague is "The Clash of Civilizations or the Clash of 

Civilization with Its Own History". The topic is fundamental and has 

exceptional theoretical depth, in which philosophy and geopolitics are 

intertwined. The author emphasizes the incredible dynamics that are observed in 

the world, and not only in political and geopolitical terms. PhD Metodiev made 

his approach to the object of research on three levels: 

First, this is the immediately visible dynamics, which are also reflected in 

the media, although completely ambiguous and diverse. 

Second, the analysis is at the level of ideology and the works of 

Fukuyama and Huntington, known since the 1990s, are brought to the fore. 

Third, the analysis, which is the most detailed, is aimed at the genealogy 

and dissection of antagonisms as the driving force of all tectonic historical 

layers across the planet. It is about the unresolved millennial worldview 

questions, directly concerning the essence of man and the Universe as a whole. 

Thus, the researcher comes to the conclusion that there are two main 

visions on this issue. The first of them is that of Hegel, that the history of 

philosophy is a growing self-knowledge of the Spirit about itself and the world. 

The second one is that of Heidegger, who defends the opposite thesis; the 

history of philosophy gradually but irreversibly from its beginning in Greece, 

through the Modern Age loses the Being and thus reaches today's nihilism and 

the death of God announced by Nietzsche and Heidegger's end of metaphysics. 

PhD Metodiev calls these two points of view metaphilosophical, since they seek 

to resolve not so much philosophical questions, such as what is the simple 

beginning of the world, but what is philosophy itself? 

The author also emphasizes the already well-known fourth political 

theory of Dugin, which claims to be salvific, since it overcomes all three well-



known and conflicting theories in the 20th century - in order of their emergence, 

liberalism, communism and fascism. Opinions about Dugin range from "a crazy 

fascist and a graphomaniac" to "a thinker of global proportions, the most 

dangerous for the West". In a special section, PhD Metodiev shows his strengths 

and weaknesses. According to the author, Dugin's theory is based on the 

philosophy of Heidegger. In this regard, the author does not miss the 

worldview-philosophical problems, which, according to him, even 

contemporary Western thinkers themselves show no signs of being able to solve. 

PhD Metodiev clearly provide his hypothesis that special attention should be 

paid to metaphilosophy, i.e. to the question "What is philosophy?" because 

otherwise "new philosophies" will multiply endlessly - modernity, 

postmodernity, metamodernity, postmetamodernity....what philosophical 

helplessness we are observing now. 

I also highly appreciate the other works submitted for review. PhD 

Metodiev has published another monograph (Philosophical Foundations of the 

Postsecular Dynamics of Religion) based on his PhD thesis. This suggests the 

importance of the topic chosen by him, as well as the technical implementation, 

oriented towards a wider readership. 

Studies, articles and reports presented at scientific conferences 

PhD Metodiev very solidly covers another indicator of NACID, referring 

to published studies, articles in scientific refereed, indexed and non-indexed 

publications. The deposited materials under this indicator are seventeen in total. 

All of them show serious theoretical preparation, empirical exhaustiveness and 

wide linguistic culture. Through them, colleague Metodiev has become one of 

the already well-known and established names in Bulgarian science in the 

philosophy of religion. 

All submitted works are original and there is no evidence of plagiarism. 

The scientometric requirements for the position of "associate professor" are met. 

Citations 

The indicator for citations is also covered and collects the necessary 

points. According to the submitted document, PhD Metodiev has 12 citations in 

various publications. It is striking that most of them are oriented in the declared 

areas of scientific interests. 

Scientific contributions 



I accept the contributions indicated by the candidate for the individual 

works, as they can be summarized as follows: 

- Modeling the philosophical envelope of the political views of Alexander 

Dugin. In this way, the genesis of one of the dominant statist theories that 

determine the direction of development of modern Russia is revealed. The very 

architectonics of the habilitation work is extremely original. It leads us from the 

surface of events in the socio-political ocean, to the deeper level of ideologies 

that have a huge influence on these events, and then to the deepest, namely the 

support of society and philosophy. It invisibly stands at its foundations and 

determines the huge paradigm shifts of worldviews in different historical eras: 

Antiquity, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Modern Times, Postmodernity. 

- Outlining the influence of modern social networks not only on the way 

of communication in society, but also on the change of its centuries-old 

foundations. 

- An important contribution to the author's work is the thesis that in 

modern philosophical thought rationalism and rationality are identified, without 

revealing that the rational can be both reasonable and rational. 

Criticisms and recommendations 

I recommend that my colleague Sergey Metodiev continue to maintain 

the multidisciplinary character of his scientific research. It would not be a bad 

idea to even diversify his traditional research in the field of philosophy of 

religion with methodological approaches typical of scientific fields such as 

sociology, political science and history. In this way, he will expand the source 

base for the implementation of the wonderful analyses he makes. 

Conclusion 

Based on everything said so far, taking into account the indisputable 

documented scientific achievements, professional expertise, language 

knowledge and covered scientometric requirements, I would like to express my 

positive opinion on the submitted application and to recommend to my 

colleagues of the scientific jury that we unanimously support the awarding of 

the academic position of "associate professor" to assistant professor PhD Sergey 

Dimitrov Metodiev in professional field 2.3. Philosophy (Philosophy of 

Religion), for the needs of the "Religion, Beliefs, Worldview" section, IFS - 

BAS. 



 

Sofia, 20.10.2025                   Corresponding-member Vladimir Chukov 


