Summaries of the Publications Submitted by Kamelia Petkova

Criterion 3: Monograph

3.1.
2025: Local Festivals in Small Settlements: The "Soft" Power of Initiative-

Taking Social Group Actors in the Local Community. Propeller, 288 pp. (in

Bulgarian).

This monograph examines local festivals in small settlements as a key mechanism for
building social connectedness and affirming community identity. These events are
understood as manifestations of the local community’s “soft power” — an informal
influence grounded in cultural and social resources. The focus is placed on initiative-
driven social group actors — employees of municipal administrations and mayor’'s
offices, local cultural center (chitalishte) workers, NGOs and civic associations,
representatives of local businesses, local media, and engaged residents — who,
through the organization of festivals, create opportunities for civic participation and
social mobilization. An Index for the Contribution of Local Festivals to the Development
of Soft Power is introduced, which evaluates the impact of these events on social
cohesion, cultural identity, and the economic sustainability of small communities. The
study offers a new perspective on local festivals as a social phenomenon with the

potential to foster cultural and economic revitalization in peripheral settlements.

Criterion 6. Publications in Peer-Reviewed and Indexed Scientific Journals

6.1.
2025: Dimensions of Spatial Segregation in Roma Ghettoized Structures in

Large Cities in Bulgaria. Problems of Geography, 1-2. ISSN 2367-6671
(Online), 1-14 (in Bulgarian).
DOI: 10.7546/PG.1-2.2025.04

This article analyzes the impact of spatial segregation on the social isolation of Roma
communities residing in ghettoized urban structures in Bulgaria’s largest cities, defined
as those with populations exceeding 100,000 inhabitants. By integrating multiple
theoretical perspectives from urban sociology and segregation studies, the research

explores spatial segregation across four core dimensions: residential, infrastructural,



economic, and socio-cultural. The analysis draws on data from a nationally
representative quantitative sociological survey conducted in 2025 with 900 Roma
respondents, within the framework of the project “Spatial Models of Roma Ghettoized
Urban Structures in Bulgaria”, funded by the Research Fund of the Ministry of
Education and Science. The findings reveal a complex interplay between urban
marginality and socio-economic exclusion. Roma neighborhoods in large cities are
marked by deteriorated housing conditions, deficient infrastructure (e.g., lack of
sewage systems and paved roads), limited access to public services, and low levels
of labor market participation. Correlation analysis confirms statistically significant
relationships between infrastructural deprivation and increased social isolation, as well
as between labor immobility and economic dependence on the local neighborhood.
Moreover, the data indicate that spatial segregation operates as a multidimensional
phenomenon, shaped by historical legacies, institutional constraints, and socio-
economic inequalities. Patterns of territorial isolation are reinforced by high rates of
long-term unemployment, lack of educational mobility, and limited participation in
cultural and civic life. These processes contribute to the formation of self-contained
and marginalized urban spaces, in which opportunities for interaction and integration

with the broader urban environment remain highly constrained.

6.2.
2025: (with Nadezhda llieva). The Roma Pastors and nonformal Education: A

Possible Path to Integration? (Case Atudy of Gettoized Structures in Razlog
and Blagoevgrad). Problems of Geography, 1-2. ISSN 2367-6671 (Online), 1-
12 (in Bulgarian).

DOI: 10.7546/PG.1-2.2025.03

This article examines the significance of non-formal education as a tool for social
transformation and the integration of marginalized communities. The primary focus is
on the role of Roma pastors in the ghettoized structures of Blagoevgrad and Razlog.
They organize language courses, craft workshops, and social initiatives that support
personal development, reduce social isolation, and promote cultural integration of
Roma people. The study employs a case study methodology, analyzing two cases
implemented within the framework of the project “Spatial Models of Roma Ghettoized
Urban Structures in Bulgaria,” funded by the National Science Fund of the Ministry of
Education and Science. The results reveal that pastors act as key mediators between



the community, educational institutions, and local authorities. The non-formal
education initiatives they lead create opportunities to overcome spatial and social

isolation while fostering the sustainable development of communities.

2025: Efc.:al Festivities as a Catalyst for Social Cohesion: A Focus on Small
Settlements. Problems of Postmodernity, 15(2), E-ISSN 1314-3700,164-180 (in
Bulgarian).

https://doi.org/10.46324/PMP2502164

In the context of increasing challenges to social cohesion and local communities, the
role of local festivities is gaining growing significance. They serve not only as a means
of cultural expression but also as a mechanism for social stability, especially in the
conditions of globalization, urbanization, and rising socio-economic inequalities. This
study aims to analyze the role of local festivities as a catalyst for social cohesion in
small settlements. In a changing social environment, these events contribute to
building a shared identity, strengthening social bonds, and preserving cultural
heritage. A mixed-methods approach has been employed, including an analysis of
data from in-depth interviews with organizers and participants in local festivities, as
well as a nationally representative quantitative survey. The analysis reveals that
festivities foster social interaction and cultural exchange while also contributing to the
development of social capital in local communities. The results indicate that young
people perceive festivities as a platform for socialization, whereas older generations
see them as a means of transmitting cultural heritage. Festivities also play a crucial
role in economic revitalization by stimulating local businesses and attracting tourists.
In rural areas, these events retain a stronger authentic character, whereas in small
towns, they often integrate modernized elements. In addition to their socio-cultural
significance, festivities help reduce social isolation and strengthen community spirit,
particularly in times of crisis. The study underscores the need for targeted policies to
support these events to maximize their positive impact on communities.

6.4.
2022: The Energy of Local Festivals for the Preservation of Cultural and
Historical Heritage. An Empirical View. Cultural and Historical Heritage:
Preservation, Presentation, Digitalization, KIN Journal, 1, Vol. 8, ISSN:2367-
8038, 80-90 (In Bulgarian).
DOI: https://www.doi.org/10.55630/KINJ.2022.080107



https://doi.org/10.46324/PMP2502164?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.doi.org/10.55630/KINJ.2022.080107

The report analyzes the results of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions
held in the fall of 2021 in Sadovo, Elin Pelin, Gabrovo, Bolyartsi, Novi Han, Elin Pelin
and Pozharevo within the project "Local Holidays: a resource for local communities to
deal with crises", funded by the NSF of the Ministry of Education and Science (KP-06-
H45 / 5 of 30.11.2020). The research focuses on local festivals and in particular the
way in which their organizers view them as a mechanism for preserving the traditions
of the local community. Particular attention is paid to the importance of these events
for the presentation and preservation of cultural and historical heritage. The various
points of view of representatives of local authorities, organizers of local holidays and
representatives of the Roma ethnic community are presented without claiming to be
exhaustive. Local holidays in the Bulgarian context, regardless of their thematic focus,
have their own energy, which distinguishes them from other similar events and in this
sense are the antithesis of fear and social isolation, especially in crises such as the
Kovid pandemic 19. In most cases, these events can be seen as part of the process
of building local identities, which draw their resources from what is imagined,

reconstructed and argued as local heritage.

Criterion 7. Papers in Non-Indexed Peer-Reviewed Journals

7.1.
2024: Is the Transition from a Linear to a Circular Economy Possible in the

Context of the Mass Introduction of Digital Technologies: An Empirical
Perspective of Employers. In: Proceedings of the Third Annual Scientific
Conference: Economic Transformation in the Context of the Green and Digital
Transition — Trends and Challenges. Friedrich Ebert Foundation Publishing,
ISBN: 978-619-7666-60-1, 55—70.

The global world and the mass penetration of digital technologies in all social spheres
are changing the face of the modern company. Bulgaria, as an EU member state,
places the circular economy as an important priority for its development. It is a
challenge that Bulgarian employers must strive for, as it contributes to economic
growth and competitiveness. Creating new business models for the optimal use of
resources, the transition to a circular economy requires serious investments related to
changes in production, in the design of products and their use by end users. Based
on the results of in-depth interviews conducted within the project “Digital Divide and



Social Inequalities: Levels, Actors and Interactions”, funded by the National Science
Fund, Ministry of Education and Science, as well as the results of quantitative studies,
an attempt will be made to answer some questions: How willing are employers to
introduce the circular economy in the conditions of digital transition? What needs to
be done so that more employers are motivated to invest in technology, equipment and

training to implement the circular economy.

7.2.
2023: The Modern image of local festivals through the eyes of Bulgarians. In:

Kelyan, M et al. (Eds.) Local festivals: Resources, Traditions, Changes, Orion
Press, ISBN 978-954-9771-32-9, 159-171 (in Bulgarian).

The paper analyzes the results of a nationally representative sociological survey
conducted within the framework of the project “Local Festivals: A Resource for Local
Communities for Coping with Crises”, funded by the Research Fund of the Ministry of
Education and Science (grant no. KIN-06-H45/5 from 30.11.2020). The main objective
is to identify the core characteristics of these events and to empirically demonstrate
their contemporary significance for preserving the local community as such.

The study also seeks to explore the internal potential of local festivals for sustaining
the community, particularly during times of crisis, such as the COVID-19 pandemic.
By examining these thematic events as a meeting point of the interests of the local
population, local government, organizers, and participants, the report will present the
various effects they have on the cultural, social, and economic life of the local

community.

7.3.
2023: The hidden potential of local festivals for risk management and crisis

response. In: Mantarova, A. (Ed.). Risk prevention and management. Avangard
Prima, ISBN 978-619-239-877-4, 268-280 (in Bulgarian).

The main objective of this report is to demonstrate the role of local festivals as an
important mobilizing resource for local communities in managing risks and overcoming
crises of various kinds. The COVID-19 pandemic was precisely such a test for
communities in their ability to cope with emerging crises.

By their very nature, local festivals are life-affirming. They strengthen local solidarity
and, in this sense, stand in contrast to fear and social isolation. Based on the results



of qualitative and quantitative research conducted within the framework of the
project “Local Festivals: A Resource for Local Communities for Coping with Crises”,
funded by the Research Fund of the Ministry of Education and Science, this report
attempts to reveal the hidden potential of local festivals to influence local communities,
particularly during times of crisis, by fostering social optimism and a sense of “restoring

normalcy.”

7.4.
2023: Digital Technologies and the New Face of the Contemporary Labor Market:

Risks or Opportunities for Job Seekers. In: Proceedings of the Second Annual
Scientific Conference: Fair Adaptation of the Labor Market to the New
Challenges of the Digital Economy. Friedrich Ebert Foundation, ISBN 978-619-
7666-47-2, 40-54 (in Bulgarian).

The report examines the benefits and risks of the introduction of digital technologies
in today's labor market. A number of quantitative studies are available in the
specialized literature, according to which digitization is entering the labor market at an
increasingly rapid pace, which in turn imposes new requirements and skills on newly
hired workers and employees. Based on the results of in-depth interviews and focus
groups with unemployed persons participating in professional qualification courses,
the main directions in the impact of digitalization on the job search and finding process
will be outlined. On the one hand, the risks caused by the introduction of new
technologies are identified, and on the other hand, the perspectives and related
challenges are presented, with the aim of making the modern labor market easier to

implement.

7.5.
2023: Digital Skills: Need or Opportunity for Young People in Contemporary

Europe. In: Jeleva. R. (ed.) The Young Generation and Next Europe, Prof. Marin
Drinov Publishing House of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, ISBN:978-619-245-
325-1,144-157.

In today’s globalized world, the future of Europe is inconceivable without digitalization
and innovation. The expansion of digital technologies in daily life and work is growing
at an accelerated pace. This fact makes it necessary for businesses to adapt to digital
technologies and innovations, but also that young people seeking successful labor
market realization should possess the digital skills that will give them the freedom to



act. Based on the results of qualitative research, we will attempt to answer the question
as to how the business sphere is responding to the new challenges arising from the
fast entry of digital technologies in the economy and in professions, and what are the
opportunities and risks faced by youths on the dynamically changing labor market.
Based on the results of in-depth interviews conducted with members of various ethnic
communities, we will trace the benefits derived from Internet use and the possession
of certain digital skills needed for more successful realization of youths on the

Bulgarian, but also more generally the European, labor market.

7.6.
2021: Challenges and Opportunities for the Integration of Refugees in Bulgaria.

In: T. Nedelcheva et al. (Eds.) Refugees: Fears, Understanding and Empathy.
Prof. Marin Drinov Publishing House. ISBN 978-619-245-153-0, 114-123. (in
Bulgarian).

Issues related to the integration of different migrant communities have proved to be a
politically sensitive issue throughout Europe. The basic principles of the EU call for
integration to be a two-way process, requiring the participation of immigrants as well
as host societies. In this context, the report examines the attitude of the host Bulgarian
society towards refugees and the extent to which the state institutions are ready to
adequately address the problem related to the integration of these persons in the
country. Without claiming to be exhaustive, based on the results of sociological
research on the subject, an attempt will be made to answer the above questions.

7.7.
2019: Attitudes towards Immigrants and Their Integration in the European Union

and Bulgaria. In: Gradinarov, B. (ed.). Europe and Brexit (What is the Future of
European Union? Balkan Institute for Strategic Forecasts and Risk
Management, ISBN: 978-619-90757-3-9, 179-188. (in Bulgarian).

The issue of immigrants and their integration into the EU, including Bulgaria, is an
important issue that has gained increasing popularity and importance in recent years.
Immigration and integration issues are politically sensitive issues across Europe,
especially as a result of the increase in refugee flows over the last few years, which
highlights the need for common European patterns of integration and inclusion. Based
on the results of an internationally comparable survey, this report answers the
question: what are the attitudes of Europeans and Bulgarians regarding the integration



of immigrants in the EU. Is it possible to integrate these people into an aging Europe
that is affected by divergent migration processes?

7.8.
2019: Refugees: A Challenge or Not to the Security of Bulgaria. In: Proceedings

of the Scientific Conference, Vol. 7, Vasil Levski National Military University,
Publishing Complex. ISSN 2367-7465, 22-29 (in Bulgarian).

The migration crisis caused by the huge refugee wave has proved a serious challenge
for Bulgaria and a number of European countries. Immigration and security issues
have proved to be politically sensitive topics across Europe, highlighting the need to
debate common European models of acceptance and inclusion. Although there has
been a significant decline in refugee flows since 2018, the problem of their integration
has not yet been resolved and no one can guarantee that the situation does not
foresee ably or surprisingly escalate again in the near or far future. Based on a
secondary analysis of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions within the
project "Refugees in the Ideas of Bulgarians: Fears, Understanding and Compassion",
an attempt will be made to answer the questions raised above.

7.9.
2018: Prejudices, Stereotypes, and Negative Public Attitudes to Refugees in

Bulgaria. In: Proceedings of the Annual University Conference, Vol. 7, Vasil
Levski National Military University, Publishing Complex. ISSN 1314-4111, 102-
110 (in Bulgarian).

In the context of the modern dynamic world, respect for human rights and individuality
is more than significant in terms of acceptance of differences and the promotion of
tolerance. Results from a number of studies have warned of intolerance and fear for
refugees in the country. Negative public attitudes towards these individuals have
different manifestations but in most cases are reflected in discriminatory behavior and
encourage hate and hate crimes. Whether modern society is willing to accept
differences and be tolerant towards refugees is a matter that we will seek to find a
response based on a secondary analysis of data from conducted sociological

research.



Criterion 8. Studies in Indexed Peer-Reviewed Journals

8.1.
Petkova, K. (2022). Local Festivals — Visible and Invisible Benefits for Local

Communities: An Empirical View. Problems of Postmodernity, 12(1), E-ISSN
1314-3700, 82-103 (in Bulgarian).
DOI: https://doi.org/10.46324/PMP2201082

The article analyzes the results of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions
held in Sadovo, Elin Pelin, Gabrovo, Bolyartsi, Novi Han and Pozharevo within a
project “Local festivals: A resource of local communities for coping with crises”, funded
by National Science Fund — Ministry of Education and Science of Republic of Bulgaria
(KP-06-H45/5 from 30.11.2020). The aim of the text is, based on the main essential
features and characteristics of local festivals, to prove and derive empirically the
importance of “visible” and “invisible” benefits of these events for the preservation of
local communities. The various points of view of representatives of local authorities,
organizers of local festivals, and representatives of the Roma ethnic community will
be presented without claiming to be exhaustive. Numerous studies are available in the
literature, focusing on the benefits of holding these events and the various effects they
produce on the cultural, social and economic life of local communities. By "local"
communities we mean that form of coexistence of a group of individuals who are in a
network of social relations, and its members carry out socially significant activities
within a defined, clearly defined territory (Keliyan, 2010, p. 42- 43.). The socially
significant feature that is structural in relation to the local community is the common
territory of its members, and it is important not so much it's physical and geographical
characteristics, but the nature and quality of social relations that characterize it
(Keliyan, 2010, p. 42- 43). Local festivals in the Bulgarian context, regardless of their
thematic focus, in most cases combine the festivities of traditional society, combined
with new forms of collective gatherings. In most cases, these events can also be seen
as part of the process of building local identities, which draw their resources from what
is imagined, reconstructed and argued as local heritage.

Criterion 10. Book Chapter in a Collective Monograph

10.1.
2025: The Challenge of Digitalization through the Lens of Small and Medium-
Sized Enterprises: Barriers or Opportunities. In: Stoilova, R. (ed.). Digital


https://doi.org/10.46324/PMP2201082

Inequalities. University Press "St. Kliment Ohridski”, ISBN 978-954-07-6156-5,
78-99 (in Bulgarian).

The global world we live in, along with the widespread penetration of information and
communication technologies in all economic sectors, is undoubtedly transforming the
nature of the modern firm/enterprise and the expectations placed on
workers/employees. Employers are increasingly faced with the dilemma of whether to
invest in the digitization of technological processes and in enhancing their employees'
digital competencies or to struggle for survival. This article explores the barriers and
opportunities presented by digital technologies in terms of enhancing competitiveness,
improving company image, and expanding market share. The specialized literature
features numerous quantitative studies indicating that digitalization is rapidly entering
all areas of public life, which in turn poses new demands and challenges for
businesses. Based on findings from qualitative research (in-depth interviews and
focus group discussions) conducted within the framework of the project “Digital Divide
and Social Inequalities: Levels, Actors, and Interactions”, funded by the Research
Fund of the Ministry of Education and Science (MES), as well as secondary analysis
of results from quantitative studies, this article will outline, on the one hand, the risks
associated with the introduction of new technologies, and on the other hand, the
prospects and related challenges with the aim of business survival, market share

expansion, and the generation of economic profits.

10.2.
2024: Local community centres and non-governmental associations as

organizers of local festivals. In: M. Kelyan, M., Petkova, K., Hristova, S., Marinov,
Ch., Medarov, G. Local festivals as a resource for local communities for coping
with crises. Orion Press, ISBN 978-954-9771-36-7, 172-207 (in Bulgarian).

The chapter focuses on the role of local community centers (chitalishta) and non-
governmental organizations as key organizers of local festivals. Based on data from
in-depth interviews, focus groups, and a national quantitative survey conducted within
the project “Local Festivals: A Resource of Local Communities for Coping with Crises,”
the analysis explores how these local actors not only sustain cultural practices but also
create platforms for social interaction, identity formation, and collective memory.
Emphasis is placed on their initiative, resilience in the face of limited funding, and

ability to mobilize local resources and volunteer work. Community centers and

10



associations are viewed as mediators between tradition and modernity, between local
culture and public visibility, while festivals are interpreted as social spaces for
inclusion, belonging, and shared experience across settlements of various sizes and

profiles.

10.3.
2021: Local Authority and Refugees. In: Nakova, A., Nedelcheva, T., Keliyan, M.,

Petkova, K., Maeva, M., Erolova, Y., Hristova, M., Hristova, K. Refugees in the
Representations of Bulgarian Citizens: Fears, Understanding, Empathy. Prof.
Marin Drinov Publishing House of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, ISBN:978-
619-245-185-1, 162-174.

The chapter explores the role of local government in managing the processes of
reception, adaptation, and integration of refugees in the context of migration
challenges in Bulgaria. The analysis is based on a mixed-method approach,
combining a nationally representative quantitative survey with in-depth interviews
conducted with representatives of local administrations. The study outlines the main
approaches, resources, and difficulties faced by municipalities in responding to both
emergency and long-term migration situations. It highlights the key role of local
authorities as intermediaries between national policies and the actual needs of
refugees. Examples are provided of active institutional engagement, as well as cases
of administrative shortcomings, lack of coordination, and limited capacity. The focus
is placed on the need for inter-institutional cooperation, partnership with the non-
governmental sector, and the development of sustainable mechanisms to support
integration processes.

10.4.
2021: (with Kremena Hristova). Integration of Refugees into Bulgarian Society.

In: Nakova, A., Nedelcheva, T., Keliyan, M., Petkova, K., Maeva, M., Erolova, Y.,
Hristova, M., Hristova, K. Refugees in the Representations of Bulgarian Citizens:
Fears, Understanding, Empathy. Prof. Marin Drinov Publishing House of
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 197-224, ISBN:978-619-245-185-1, 197-223.

This chapter discusses the extent to which Bulgarian society supports the integration
of refugees and the potential benefits of including these individuals in a country facing
population ageing, depopulation, and labour shortages in certain economic sectors.

Drawing on the results of both quantitative and qualitative studies, the chapter
presents a systematic overview of public opinions and assessments regarding refugee

11



integration into the labour market, the education system, and their cultural adaptation.
Special attention is given to the integration of members of vulnerable groups—

including women and children—across various spheres of public life.
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