
OPINION 

by Professor Dr. Petya Lyubomirova Kabakchieva,  

SU "St. Kl. Ohridski", PF 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences 

Regarding: Competition for Associate Professor in the higher education area   3. Social, 

economic and legal sciences, Professional Field 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and cultural 

sciences, Scientific specialty Sociology (Social inequalities in small settlements and in rural 

areas. Role of local initiative social group actors for local development).  

1. Information about the competition  

The competition was announced for the needs of the "Stratification, Inequalities and 

Mobility" section of IFS-BAS in SG No. 61 of 29.07.2025. I participate in the scientific jury 

for the competition according to Order No. RD 09-366.6 of 24.09.2025 of the Head of IFS-

BAS. For participation in the competition, documents were submitted by only one candidate – 

Chief Assistant Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova-Nedyalkova at the same institute. 

2. Fulfillment of the requirements for holding the academic position of "associate 

professor"  

The scientific jury examined the documents submitted by Dr. Kamelia Petkova and verified 

the compliance of her scientific achievements with the minimum requirements of the BAS for 

the position of "associate professor" in accordance with Art. 26 and Art. 27 of the Regulations 

on the terms and conditions for occupying academic positions "assistant", "chief assistant", 

"associate professor" and "professor" at IFS - BAS. It established that all the necessary 

documents were submitted, as well as that Dr. Petkova met the requirements for the academic 

position of "associate professor" for area 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, PF 3.1. 

Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences at IFS - BAS by exceeding the number of 

points according to indicators from Appendix 1 of the Regulations on the terms and 

conditions for holding academic positions at IFS - BAS. I do not detect any plagiarism in the 

submitted texts.  

3. Brief description of the presented scientific publications 

The candidate for associate professor, Dr. Kamelia Petkova, submits 19 scientific publications 

for participation in the competition, visible from the List of publications and attached to the 

documents. They include a habilitation work - the monograph Local Festivals in Small 

Settlements: the "Soft” Power of the Initiative Taking Social-Group Actors in the Local 



Community, published in 2025, Propeller, 288 pp; 4 articles and one study published in 

scientific publications, refereed and indexed in world-famous databases; 9 articles in non-

refereed peer-reviewed journals and edited collective volumes; and 4 chapters in collective 

monographs. The publications cover mainly three thematic fields - sociology of social 

communities and the role of significant actors in them - this includes research focused on 

local actors and holidays in small settlements; sociology of social inequalities – research on 

specific vulnerable groups such as refugees and Roma communities; and publications in the 

emerging and developing field of digital sociology – analyzes of the importance of digital 

skills for education and the labor market. The fact that almost all of Dr. Petkova's publications 

are from recent years, including from 2025, makes a good impression, this is evidence of 

active scientific activity.  

4. Evaluation of the main scientific contributions 

I will focus on the habilitation work Local Festivals in Small Settlements: the "Soft” Power of 

the Initiative Taking Social-Group Actors in the Local Community. The book is dedicated to a 

current and interesting topic, the understanding of which requires interdisciplinary approach, 

combining different research fields - sociology of culture and identities, economic sociology, 

sociology of communities and settlements, it also covers the interrelation between 

globalization and locality. This approach is the main theoretical challenge, as well as the main 

contribution of the author - the attempt to combine different theoretical and research frames in 

order to understand the complexity and different social functions of the local fests - 

preserving social cohesion and overcoming alienation and loneliness, dealing with crises and 

risk management / the last topic is very well developed in Dr. Petkova's article from 2023 The 

Hidden Potential of Local Festivals for Managing Risks and Dealing with Crises/; 

preservation of cultural heritage and traditions – invented or not, respectively of local identity; 

and all this in the context of a need to open up local communities to the needs and interests of 

other groups for economic gain. This interdisciplinary approach is adequate to the glocal 

situation in which we live, to the constant tension between the open commercial global world 

and the closed familiar comfort of the local settlement. 

The use of this approach is neither obvious nor easy, it is a challenge that Dr. Petkova has 

taken up, as she clearly loves challenges, judging by the use of this word in her publications. I 

congratulate her for this courage and this approach, because it implies, as I have already 

pointed out, knowledge in different fields, and sensitivity in detecting the 

juxtaposition/conflicts between old, seemingly traditional practices and new innovative 

initiatives. This makes the picture of the studied cases much more complex, rich and nuanced. 



The application of this approach is already visible in the title, which would disturb a strictly 

disciplinary purist – the seemingly strange combination between local holidays in small 

settlements, which are tied to the reproduction of inherited or invented traditions, with the 

"soft power" regulation - a concept introduced by Joseph Nye to clarify power in the global 

information society and in international relations; as well as the combination between a local 

community, implying cohesion, and proactive social group actors within that community. But 

this is how the contemporary situation of glocality should be analyzed. In this sense, the main 

theoretical contribution of the book for me is, on the one hand, in the used 

interdisciplinary, I would call it a hybrid approach, adequate to its subject; and on the 

other - in presenting and analyzing different glocal strategies for developing small 

settlements in Bulgaria, by organizing local holidays and using available and different 

resources. The linking of "soft power" to the internal resources of the local community 

is definitely an innovative finding, and the systematization of these resources, also 

described as indicators, is another important contribution. These contributions lead to 

the next, namely the invention and application of the LFC (Local Festivals Contribution 

Index) to measure the 'soft power' of the local community created by the festivals. This 

index would be even more useful for measuring the benefits of local festivals for larger 

settlements, as some of the indicators measuring resources are not very typical for small 

communities like villages (for example local media or NGOs).  

I would also like to highlight Dr. Petkova's current work in another promising sociological 

field, related to the contemporary world we live in - digital sociology. In this field she studies 

different actors - employers and potential and actual workers, again in their hybrid 

ambivalence - through challenges, risks and opportunities. I believe that this approach will 

lead to new scientific contributions
1
.  

Here I would like to point out that the scientific contributions in the author’s reference are 

correctly formulated. 

5. Remarks and recommendations.  

As I noted above, the fact that the book covers many research fields leads to quite a few 

challenges to the theoretical framework. I am sharing these remarks because I am convinced 

that the author must write a book/books analyzing the qualitative studies as they contain rich, 

full-blooded data, which would be very interesting because they reveal in detail various 

strategies for the cohesion, survival and development of local communities. The book may 

                                            
1 See her publications in the field. 



consider only the four villages, with their dense context, or the four small towns, but it will be 

significant and interesting, since it will elaborate in detail the particular configurations of 

local resources and global visions, as well as the description of the multiple indicators 

composing the LFC index. The book will include interviews, photos, impressions of the 

participatory observation and will popularize both the innovative approach and the local 

festivals as a soft power. This is my top recommendation; I hope to see such a book in the 

future. 

The recommendation is related to my belief that the strengths of the present book are 

precisely in the findings arising from qualitative research. There is much to be desired from 

the presentation and analysis of the quantitative studies. The sample of the nationally 

representative quantitative sociological survey, on which much of the analysis is based, 

should be described. It is said that the survey is representative of the whole population, but 

probably subsequently it is used a sub-sample of only small towns and villages - with a local 

holiday bias or not? How many units does the last sample contain? These are important 

questions, and they need to be stated in plain text because they affect the representativeness of 

the data. Second, some tables /table 14 on p.146-47, table 15/ give the impression that the 

opinions of significant social actors are given - local people, representatives of the local 

government, NGOs, community leaders, etc. as real groups on certain questions, while in fact 

they are cross-tabulations between certain answers and the respondents' ratings of the relevant 

social groups - these are different things and need to be clarified. 

I also have some remarks on the theoretical framework. As I noted, the main focus of the 

book is the global-national-local interrelation in local holidays, which I think should be 

explained more precisely. It is particularly important to introduce the concept of "glocality". I 

don't know if it is necessary to list many authors with their views on what a holiday is, it 

seems to me more essential to typologize the different notions on holidays from the point of 

view of their various social functions and degree of relation to the local community and/or 

openness to visitors and commercialization. For example, I am not convinced that "local 

holiday" and "festival" can be used as synonyms, as Dr. Petkova correctly specified. I think 

they have a different meaning - the celebration of a holiday is tied more to the traditional 

culture of the communities; and the festival, as a larger event, is part of the modern, more 

commercial culture and on the presentation of „high art". The local holiday celebration is 

aimed more at maintaining local identity and cohesion, while the festival is open to cultural 

interactions and glocal messages. I think it would be interesting to trace the relationship 

between the naming of the holiday event and its goals and activities.  



It is also important, in my opinion, how a small town and village are defined. The population 

of the villages of Kurtovo Konare - 2,343 people and Novi Khan - 3,394 - is equal to and 

larger than the population of the town of Sadovo - 2,545 people; what defines one settlement 

as a town and another as a village, does this have an effect and what is it on the 

holiday/festival. The number of inhabitants definitely matters, as does their demographic 

structure, especially if it is a few less than 500 people, as is the case with Pozharevo and Kosti 

villages, the presence of a school and proximity to a large city are essential factors. All this 

can be clarified in a new book, explaining in more detail the differences between the four 

villages and the four small towns.  

6. Personal impressions  

I have worked on a joint project with Dr. Petkova and I am respected by her responsible and 

very professional attitude to work - always quick, accurate, innovative response, so my 

impressions of her are excellent. I have no other relationship with Dr. Petkova.  

7. Conclusion 

The above remarks do not at all belittle the merits and contributions of Dr. Petkova, they are 

an expression of respect for her professionalism. I state that she meets all the requirements of 

the Academic Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its 

implementation for occupying the academic position of "associate professor". My opinion on 

the election of Dr. Kamelia Petkova for the academic position of "associate professor" is 

definitely positive, and I strongly recommend that Dr. Kamelia Petkova to be elected as an 

associate professor in PF. 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences, scientific 

specialty Sociology at the "Stratification, inequalities and mobility" section at the Institute of 

Philosophy and Sociology at the BAS.  

 

 

16.12. 2025, Sofia       Prof. Dr. Petya Kabakchieva 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


