OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. Mariana Draganova, PhD,
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

regarding the works of Assistant Prof. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova-Nedyalkova, PhD,
participant in the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in
Area 3. Social Sciences, Economics and Law,
Professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences,
scientific specialty Sociology (Social Inequalities in Small and Rural Communities: The Role
of Local Initiative-Based Social Group Actors in Local Development),
announced for the needs of the Department “Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility” at the
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology — BAS,
published in the State Gazette, issue 61 of 29 July 2025.

Grounds for Submitting the Statement

By Order No. RD-09-366.6/24.09.2025 of the Director of the Institute of Philosophy and
Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, | was appointed as a member of the
Scientific Jury for the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in
Professional Field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Studies, in the scientific
specialty Sociology, announced for the needs of the Department “Stratification, Inequalities
and Mobility” at IPS-BAS and published in the State Gazette, issue 61 of 29 July 2025.

According to the Minutes of the first meeting of the Scientific Jury held on 14 October 2025, |
was assigned to prepare a statement for the competition.
1. Compliance with the Regulatory Requirements for Awarding the Academic Position of

“Associate Professor” - ADASRB, Implementing Regulations of the ADASRB, and the
Regulations of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at BAS

Pursuant to Article 31 of the Implementing Regulations of the Act on the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADASRB) and Article 6 of the Regulations on
the Conditions and Procedures for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and Holding Academic
Positions at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the documentation submitted by Assistant
Prof. Kamelia Petkova for participation in this competition fully complies with the regulatory

requirements for awarding the academic position of Associate Professor.

2. General Overview of the Submitted Materials

For the competition, K. Petkova submits a total of 19 works. The main habilitation work is a
single-authored monograph titled Local Festivities in Small Settlements: The “Soft” Power of
Initiative-Taking Social-Group Actors in the Local Community, published by “Propeler,”



Sofia, 2025, comprising 284 pages. The remaining 18 publications include articles and
conference papers, of which four are published in academic journals indexed and referenced
in internationally recognized scientific databases; nine articles are published in non-indexed
but peer-reviewed journals or in edited collective volumes; one study appears in an online

scholarly publication; and four texts are included in collective monographs.

It should be noted that, in quantitative terms, these publications significantly exceed the
requirements established in the ADASRB and its accompanying regulations, including the

Regulations of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology.
3. Overview of the Candidate’s Scientific, Applied, and Pedagogical Activities

Asst. Prof. K. Petkova’s scientific work encompasses a broad range of research interests,
including labor sociology, social stratification, ethnic, regional, and digital inequalities,
poverty, and vulnerable groups (Roma, women, refugees, third-country nationals, children,
etc.), as well as migration, local communities, and local traditions. These topics have been
rigorously covered and researched by K. Petkova, as evidenced by her publications submitted

for this competition.

The attached scientific biography illustrates the candidate's exceptional productivity and
publication activity, participation in national and international projects and programs, and

scientific forums.

All publications submitted for this competition are conceptually and methodologically
grounded in a clear interdisciplinary approach and demonstrate significant applied scientific
value. Her studies integrate tools, theories, and methods from several scientific fields:
sociology; cultural anthropology and ethnology (rituals, festive practices, intangible cultural
heritage); urban studies and regional development (local resources, sustainability, regional
viability); and management and public policy (cultural event management, local stakeholder
participation, strategic planning etc.).

In her monographic work, interdisciplinarity is realized through the combination of
sociological and cultural studies theories (Goffman, Bakhtin, Putnam, Castells, Featherstone,
among others), as well as through the development of the LFC Index - a tool that integrates

statistics, sociology, and regional development.



She is very well-prepared and equally proficient in both quantitative and qualitative
sociological methods, for the collection, processing, and analysis of empirical sociological
data. She uses SPSS! fluently and professionally.

She has the capacity and experience to combine, aggregate, and weight data, as well as to split
and transpose datasets, and to construct visual sociological representations (tables, graphs,
etc.).

The candidate’s research has a clear applied focus in several areas:

e The LFC Index, presented in her monograph, is a tool of practical value that can be
used by local administrations, cultural institutions, regional development experts, and
NGOs. It measures the contribution of local festivals to social cohesion, local identity,
and economic vitality.

e The quantitative and qualitative studies are applicable to local and national policies.
They support the analysis of the social function of festivals; the assessment of social
and spatial segregation (publications 6.1 and 6.2); integration policies concerning
refugees and migrants (publications 7.6, 7.8, 7.9, 10.3, 10.4); and education, digital
skills, and the labor market (publications 7.4, 7.5, 10.1).

K. Petkova has teaching experience as a part-time assistant in the “Economic Sociology”
program at the Department of Sociology, University of National and World Economy
(UNWE), Sofia. The candidate’s pedagogical work is marked by engagement and
effectiveness in teaching students, integrating research into the curriculum, and fostering

critical thinking and analytical skills.

4. Substantive Analysis of the Candidate’s Scientific Achievements

Here, I would like to focus more on the monograph presented by the candidate in this
competition - “Local Festivities in Small Settlements: The “Soft” Power of Initiative-Taking
Social-Group Actors in the Local Community ”. The reason is not only that the topic is very
close to my own research interests, but also because it is highly relevant in the context of the
revival, preservation, and sustainable development of small, predominantly rural,
communities.

The interdisciplinary approach, combined with appropriate methods and illustrative material,
ensures that the collected and analyzed empirical data are presented in a vivid and engaging
manner, convincing the reader of the authenticity and reliability of the study’s objectives and

conclusions.

! Statistical Package for the Social Sciences - software for statistical analysis and social data management.



Festive rituals are an organic part of the fabric of local culture - traditions, customs, values,
and memories that are transmitted across generations and preserve Bulgarian identity over the
centuries. For this reason, the author aptly describes local festivals as a “soft power,” serving

as a key symbolic capital for strengthening local communities.

The essential characteristics of local festivals are clearly outlined—they are viewed as “short-
term collective events” that follow a well-defined program and contribute to social cohesion,
build trust and social networks, create a foundation for community resilience and unity, and

promote the accumulation of social capital (pp. 34-35).

The social significance of local festivals (as part of intangible cultural heritage) for the
cultural development and unification of the community is thoroughly argued. Festivals foster
social cohesion and community identity around local traditions, customs, values, and symbols.
Their multifaceted role is especially valuable in multicultural and multiethnic communities,
where they promote ethnic understanding and tolerance, as well as the exchange of cultural

traditions, knowledge, and values.

The author also justifies the resources of the “soft” power of festivals. These resources
include community assets such as traditions, values, culture, knowledge, local products and
services, and social capital (local involvement and the capacity to reproduce these resources).
In addition, “external” environmental resources such as nature, landscape, and historical
landmarks of the settlement further reinforce and complement the role and significance of

festival events.

The most significant contributions of the monograph are:

The development of a theoretical framework for studying local festivals as “dynamic social
constructions,” understood as a specific form of collective action and social integration.

The definition of the concept of “soft power” as the “internal-resource capacity of the
community for social impact and cultural consolidation,” reflecting the local community’s
ability to influence and foster internal cohesion and sustainable development “from within™.
The creation and operationalization of a model outlining five characteristics of success for
local initiative social-group actors (pp. 68—71).

The development of an index measuring the contribution of local festivals to building the

“soft” power of the local community (the LFC — Local Festivals Contribution Index) (Chapter

).



It is worth noting that the candidate’s other publications also contain applied scientific

contributions, particularly in her research on ethnic communities and digital inequalities.

5. Reflection of the Candidate’s Scientific Publications in Bulgarian and International
Journals and Literature

The candidate lists a total of 11 citations, all in Bulgarian journals and publications, in both
Bulgarian and English languages.

6. Recommendations and Questions for the Candidate

| would like to ask Asst. Prof. K. Petkova whether the role of Local Action Groups (LAGSs)?,
which serve as the backbone and driving force for strengthening social capital, especially in
small communities, has been studied? It could have been briefly mentioned in the text,
highlighting their leading role (where they exist, such as in the village of Kurtovo Konare,
which hosts one of the oldest and most successful LAGs in Bulgaria), because LAGs initiated

the process of revival and sustainable development in small settlements.

In fact, the author implicitly identifies local initiative social-group actors (local authorities and
activists, cultural centers, NGOs, media, businesses, etc.), who are effectively members of

LAGs where such groups exist and where local development strategies are implemented.

7. Personal Impressions of the Reviewer Regarding the Candidate

| know Asst. Prof. Dr. Kamelia Petkova very well as a colleague, having had the opportunity
to work together on national and international projects within EU programs and other
organizations. She possesses all the qualities of a motivated and dedicated researcher,
approaching her work with exceptional professionalism, depth, and responsibility for every
task. She demonstrates outstanding work capacity, precision, and accuracy in executing
assigned duties. She can work effectively in (interdisciplinary) teams, is tolerant of differing
opinions, and exhibits scientific responsibility, discipline, and self-demanding standards,
qualities that make her a highly valued partner in scientific and institutional projects.

8. Motivated Conclusion
In conclusion, after reviewing and analyzing the scientific works submitted by the candidate

in this competition - Asst. Prof. Dr. Kamelia Petkova, | consider that they fully meet all

2 In the Strategic Plan for the Development of Agriculture and Rural Areas (SPDAR) 2023-2027, 97 LAGs have
been approved, which will implement Community-Led Local Dewvelopment (CLLD) strategies during this
programming period.



procedural requirements set forth in the ADASRB and in the Regulations of the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences regarding the career

advancement of scholars.

Therefore, | will confidently vote in favour of her appointment to the academic position of
Associate Professor in Professional Field 3.1 Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Studies,
in the scientific specialty Sociology (Social Inequalities in Small Settlements and Rural Areas:
The Role of Local Initiative Social-Group Actors in Local Development), and | recommend
that the esteemed members of the Scientific Jury and the Scientific Council of the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences support her election.

Signature:
(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariana Draganova)

12.12.2025
Sofia



