REVIEW

from
Prof. D.Sc. Maya Bedros Keliyan, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,

Professional field 3. 1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences

in the competition for "Associate Professor', professional field 3.1. Sociology,
Anthropology and Cultural Sciences, scientific specialty '"Sociology (Social inequalities in
small settlements and rural areas. Role of Local Initiative Social Group Actors for Local
Development)", for the needs of the Department "Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility"
of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology — BAS, announced in the State Gazette, issue
61 of 29. 07. 2025

with a candidate Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova - Nedyalkova

1. General description of the submitted materials

In the competition for "Associate Professor", professional field 3.1. Sociology,
Anthropology and Cultural Sciences, scientific specialty "Sociology (Social inequalities in small
settlements and rural areas. Role of Local Initiative Social Group Actors for Local Development)",
for the needs of the Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility Department of the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology — BAS, a single candidate participates — Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Kamelia
Petkova Tsvetkova — Nedyalkova. She presents a total of 19 publications, in addition to those with
which she participated in the competition for Chief Assistant Professor and from the defense of
the "Doctor of Sociology" degree. Among these publications are included: a monograph; 4 articles,
one of which is co-authored, published in scientific journals, which are referenced and indexed in
world-famous databases; another 9 articles published in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or
published in edited collective volumes; a study published in a scientific journal, refereed and

indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information; 4 chapters of collective



monographs, one of which is co-authored. The candidate has submitted separation protocols for
the collective publications, from which her participation in their writing can be clearly assessed.
The publications and citations with which Dr. Petkova participated in the competition fully
comply with (and even exceed) the conditions of Art. 27, paragraphs 1 and 2, including the
minimum national requirements under Art. 2 b, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Law, respectively of the
requirements under Art. 2 b, paragraphs 5 of the Law, as well as with the requirements of the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the IPhS for occupying the academic position of "Associate

Professor".

2. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific and applied scientific

activities

The candidate is a scholar with a clearly expressed theoretical-empirical orientation, who
successfully orients herself to and works on current problems of contemporary sociology, such as
changes in the stratification structure of society, local communities, socio-group inequalities,
including those related to ethnic differences, migrations, digitalization and others. Dr. Petkova
knows very well the methodology of the empirical sociological surveys, the results of which she
skillfully interprets and analyzes, proving her theoretical assumptions with the empirical data
obtained. She is extremely productive in her work, with numerous publications in Bulgarian and
foreign journals. Dr. Kamelia Petkova presents the results of her work at conferences and seminars,
has actively participated in international forums in Bulgaria and abroad, and she has indicated only
for the period 2020-2025 the impressive number of 32 such participations. Her project activity is
also impressive, and since 2020 she has been involved in 4 projects funded by the National Science
Fund at the Ministry of Education and Science, as well as in 4 other international educational or
scientific projects, of which: one to the Human Resources Development Program; another to the
Operational Programme "Good Governance"; and two of the projects are supported by the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism.

Her research activity is entirely in the field of the competition in which she participates:
studying social inequalities with an emphasis on small settlements and rural regions, focusing on
the specifics of different socio-group subjects in the stratification structure of social formations,

on their potential and their role as proactive socio-group actors for local development.



3. Substantial analysis of the candidate's scientific achievements

The author's reference for the four theoretical and one practical-applied contribution made
in the publications with which the applicant participates in the competition fully corresponds to
the achievements of the candidate.

Dr. Petkova developed a theoretical framework for the study of local festivals as "social
structures that form identity, regulate social relationships and function as a mechanism for social
integration". In her monograph "Local Festivals in Small Settlements: The 'Soft Power' of the
Initiative Socio-Group Actors of the Local Community" she defends her author's position both
methodologically and theoretically, and the conceptual position is backed by rich empirical
material from qualitative and quantitative empirical sociological research conducted with her
participation. Her approach to local festivals places them in a peculiar and new perspective for
sociological science, in which they are studied as a generator of "soft" power of the local
community. Her research searches focus on the factors that create it and its impact on the
community. The thesis, which is consistently and reasonably defended in the study, is that local
festivals create a "soft" power of the local community. According to the author, this strength stems
from social action and the efficient use of resources by local initiative social-group actors, which
in turn strengthens community identity and solidarity. Local initiative socio-group actors are
understood as a means of realizing the "soft" power of the local community, indicating the socio-
professional groups belonging to them, their socio-group characteristics, as well as their main
resources related to the organization and conduct of local festivals. The appearance of local
festivals in small settlements is outlined, as a creator of "soft power" of the local community; Local
Initiative socio-group actors are characterized as a resource of the community for conducting local
festivals; The projections of "soft" power on the local community are also analyzed.

The author proposes a new interpretation of the concept of "soft power" — "not as an
external strategy for influence, but as an internal resource capacity of the community for social
impact and cultural consolidation".

In her monograph, Dr. Petkova developed an index of the contribution of local festivals to
the creation of the "soft" power of the local community (LFC — Local Festivals Contribution Index),
which is also her practical and applied contribution. The author presents her methodological

grounds and the approach she applies to build the index, pointing out the importance of the concept



of "soft" power, which originates from the local community and is realized through the skillful use
of the resources of local initiative social-group actors for the organization and conduct of local
festivals. She summarizes that "soft" power is based on a specific type of relationship between
different actors and ultimately leads to benefits for the community. Its main resources are
community assets, which stimulate attendance at local festivals. According to Kamelia Petkova,
the activities of local initiative social-group actors depend on whether the "soft" power of the
community will be realized and how this will be implemented. The author bases her research on
the stratification approach, summarizing that each actor uses and applies the "soft" power of the
holidays in his own specific way, structurally and socially-grouped and different from the others,
according to his own interests, goals and priorities. The internal structure of the index, its
individual components, which are decomposed to their component indicators, is considered, and
its value varies from 0 to 100. The author calculates the LFC index in four villages — Kurtovo
Konare, Novi Han, Pozharevo and Kosti, as well as in four small towns — Kotel, Berkovitsa,
Sadovo and Elin Pelin. According to her conclusion, the index of the contribution of local festivals
to creating the "soft" power of the community, developed by her, proves the importance of
cooperation between different local actors in villages and small towns. The more actively they are
involved in the organization and conduct of local festivals and interact in the name of a common
goal, the higher its value. The author generalizes that communities use the "soft" power of the
festivals to stabilize their economic, social and cultural situation in order to develop successfully,
while strengthening local identity and solidarity.

Festivals as a specific form of collective action for mobilization of intra-community
resources, preserving and reproducing local identity and as a form of social cohesion and
counteraction to isolation in times of crisis have been studied in the following author's
publications: "Local festivals as a catalyst for social cohesion: focus on small settlements", "The
modern appearance of local festivals through the eyes of Bulgarians", "The Hidden Potential of
Local Festivals for Risk Management and Crisis Management", "Local Festivals — Visible and
Invisible Benefits for Local Communities: An Empirical View" and "The Energy of Local Festivals
for the Preservation of Cultural and Historical Heritage. An Empirical View*.

In a chapter of a collective monograph dedicated to "Local Community Centers and Non-
Governmental Associations as an Organizer of Local Festivals", Dr. Petkova studies the role of

social-group actors in small settlements — local authorities, community center activists,



representatives of local businesses, non-governmental and civil organizations and active local
residents, which function as engines of cultural innovation and social connectivity. According to
her, "these actors (e.g. community center activists and/or active residents), often remaining on the
periphery of social relations, acquire a leading place through local festivals in building sustainable
models of social activity and cultural vitality of the locality. This allows us to rethink local festivals
not only as cultural events, but also as sustainable forms of social interaction."

The candidate's analyses of various manifestations of social and economic vulnerability in
the context of digital transformation, spatial segregation and refugee integration processes, such
as in her article "Dimensions of spatial segregation in Roma ghettoized structures in large cities in
Bulgaria", are also contributing. It explores the factors that limit the access of vulnerable groups —
including refugees, Roma and young people from vulnerable communities — to resources, the
labour market and opportunities for social inclusion. Examples are her publications: "Roma
Pastors and Non-Formal Education: A Possible Path to Integration? (on the example of the
ghettoized structures in Razlog and Blagoevgrad)" (co-authored with Nadezhda Ilieva), "Digital
Technologies and the New Face of the Modern Labor Market: Risks or Prospects for Jobseekers",
"Challenges and Opportunities for the Integration of Refugees in Bulgaria", "Local Authority and
Refugees", "Integration of Refugees into Bulgarian Society" (co-authored with Kremena Hristova),
"Refugees: Challenge or Not to Bulgaria's Security”, "Prejudices, stereotypes and negative public
attitudes towards refugees in Bulgaria".

The interconnections between spatial, cultural and technological barriers are outlined and
the role of institutional and informal actors in overcoming social isolation and reducing inequalities
is assessed in the publications "Fair Adaptation of the Labor Market to the New Challenges of the
Digital Economy", "Digital Skills: Need or Opportunity for Young People in Contemporary
Europe", "Attitudes towards Immigrants and Their Integration in the European Union and
Bulgaria".

Dr. Kamelia Petkova systematizes the barriers to the digitalization of small and medium-
sized enterprises in Bulgaria (such as limited digital skills of staff, lack of financial resources and
lack of strategic vision), as well as the benefits of its use (such as increasing efficiency, improving
communication with customers and partners and expanding market access). She analyzes the
possibility of transition from a linear to a circular economy in the context of the mass penetration

of digital technologies, taking into account employers' attitudes, the role of financial incentives



and the importance of digital skills for successful transformation in the articles "The Challenge of
Digitalization through the Eyes of Small and Medium-Sized Businesses: Barriers or
Opportunities", "Is the Transition from a Linear to a Circular Economy Possible in the Context of
the Mass Penetration of Digital Technologies: empirical view of employers".

I define the scientific contributions of Dr. Kamelia Petkova as "enrichment of existing

knowledge".

4. Reflection of the candidate's scientific publications in literature

The candidate's publications are well known among the members of the academic
community. The citations cited by her are a total of 11, and in scientific journals, refereed and
indexed in world-famous databases with scientific information or in monographs and collective
volumes, her texts have been cited in 3 publications, and in 8 non-refereed publications with

scientific peer review, her articles have also been cited.

5. Critical remarks of the reviewer on the submitted works

I have no critical remarks and questions to Dr. Petkova.

6. Personal impressions of the reviewer about the candidate

I have known the candidate since her doctoral studies, and from her appointment as a Chief
Assistant Prof. at the institute in 2005. Since then, we have worked in the same Department, we
have participated together in research projects. I am impressed by her diligence, research
experience, knowledge in the field of theoretical and empirical sociology, by her readiness to enter
new research fields, while maintaining the main focus of her interests, as well as by the collegiality,
responsiveness and readiness with which she participates in the work of the Institute and fulfills
the tasks assigned to her.

She also shows herself as a good, responsible and reliable organizer and coordinator of the

work in research teams and projects, and has the potential to be their successful leader.



7. Conclusion

All that has been said so far leads me to a convincing conclusion about the high academic
qualities and achievements of the candidate, about her contributions, about her research experience.
On the basis of the documentation provided, I declare with full conviction that Chief Assist. Prof.
Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova — Nedyalkova is fully built and recognizable as a scholar and
researcher working in the field of the scientific specialty "Sociology (Social Inequalities in Small
Settlements and in Rural Areas. Role of Local Initiative Social Group Actors for Local
Development)". She has gained sufficient research experience and fully meets the requirements
for occupying the academic position of Associate Professor, formulated in the Law on Academic
Excellence, in the Regulations for its Implementation and in the Regulations on the Terms and
Conditions for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and Occupying Academic Positions at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences and at the IPhS — BAS. That is why I will vote positively for the awarding
of the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the professional field 3.1. Sociology,
Anthropology and Cultural Sciences, scientific specialty "Sociology (Social inequalities in small
settlements and rural areas. Role of Local Initiative Social Group Actors for Local Development)",
for the needs of the Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility Department of the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology — BAS of Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova —
Nedyalkova, and I recommend the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to make such a
decision.

As a member of the Scientific Jury in this competition, I recommend to the distinguished
members of the Scientific Council of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology — BAS to choose
Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova — Nedyalkova as Associate Professor in the
professional field of the scientific specialty "Sociology (Sociology Social Inequalities in Small
Settlements and in Rural Areas. Role of Local Initiative Social Group Actors for Local
Development)", for the needs of the Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility Department of the
IPhS — BAS.

Sofia
17.11.2025 Prof. D.Sc. Maya Keliyan



