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OPINION 

 

in the context of a competition for the academic post of associate professor, 

professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences,  

scientific specialty "Sociology (Social inequalities in small towns and rural areas. The role of 

local initiative social group actors for local development)",  

announced for the needs of the Section for Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility of the IFS-

BAS, promulgated in State Gazette No 61, dated 29 July 2025. 

 

The opinion was drafted by Dr. Siyka Kostadinova Kovacheva, Associate Professor at Paisii 

Hilendarski University, Faculty of Philosophy and History, as a member of the scientific jury of 

the competition, in accordance with Order No RD 09-366.6 of 24 September 2025 of the 

Director of the IFS, Prof. Emilia Chengelova, PhD.  

 

 

Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tzvetkova-Nedialkova, Assistant Professor in the Section for Stratification, 

Inequalities and Mobility at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy 

of Sciences is the only candidate who has submitted documents in order to participate in the 

announced competition. 

 

1. General description of the submitted materials and assessment of compliance with the 

minimum national requirements and the additional requirements of IPS and BAS 

In order to participate in the competition, the candidate, Dr. Kamelia Petkova Tsvetkova-

Nedialkova, has attached 20 publications, of which 1 habilitation work – a monograph that is 

different from the protected dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree 

of doctor; 4 articles and 1 studios in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in world-

famous databases with scientific information; 9 articles published in unreferred peer-reviewed 

journals; 4 published chapters in collective monographs. The scientific papers accepted for 

consideration were not used to obtain the educational and scientific degree of doctor and to 

occupy the academic position of chief assistant and are in the subject of the competition. The 

candidate has also submitted a list of 3 citations in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in 

world-famous databases with scientific information and 8 citations in non-referenced journals. 

With the results of his/her research, the applicant exceeds the minimum scientific requirements 

for the award of the scientific degree "Assessment". 
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The candidate has twenty years of experience of research work in the Section for Stratification, 

Inequalities and Mobility at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy 

of Sciences. Kamelia Petkova also has the necessary professional experience of teaching in the 

field of higher education as a part-time assistant in Economic Sociology at the University of 

National and World Economy, Sofia. 

The applicant has participated in 4 national and 4 international research projects. One of them is 

on the topic of the announced competition, and the rest are related to various current aspects 

of Bulgarian society and testify to the opportunities for creation and development of professional 

skills for scientific research by the candidate. In the period since 2020, Kamelia Petkova has 

participated with scientific messages in over 30 national and international scientific forums. 

An application for admission to the competition, a professional CV based on a European model, 

higher education diplomas, a doctorate diploma, a general list of publications and copies of the 

works, a reference to the original scientific contributions to the works for participation in the 

competition in Bulgarian and English, summaries of the publications for participation in the 

competition in Bulgarian and English, a list of citations for participation in the competition, 

research reports, studies, scientific and organizational activities and expert activities have also 

been submitted; a reference to the applicant’s compliance with the minimum national 

requirements.  

The documents provided meet the national scientific-metric requirements and provide sufficient 

information about the application. I believe that the candidate has the potential to continue 

his/her research work in the Section for Stratification, Inequalities and Mobility at the Institute 

of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, as well as to expand his/her 

participation in research projects in the European Research Area.  

 

2. Assessment of the applicant's research activities and achievements 

2.1 Assessment of monograph work 

Kamelia Petkova’s monograph presents the results of the national project ‘Local holidays: 

resources of local communities for coping with crises’, funded by the Scientific Research Fund 

under contract KP-06-H45/5 of 30.11.2020, headed by Prof. Dr. Maya Kelian. In the project, the 

candidate holds the position of a sociologist researcher. The habilitation work consists of an 

Introduction, three chapters and a Conclusion in a total volume of 280 pages. The monograph 

was published in 2025 by Propeller Publishing. The presented book cites nearly 60 Bulgarian 

books and articles and nearly 200 in English, as well as references to 25 websites, which shows 

an in-depth knowledge of the scientific literature on the topic of the study. 
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In the introduction, the author defines his research perspective as ‘directed beyond the field of 

ethnographic and economic research and the effects of local holidays on community 

development’ and, without explicitly defining it as sociological, refers to Irving Goffman’s (1974) 

concept of the ‘holiday’ as a socially produced conceptual structure. In the further analysis it 

becomes clear that the monograph is based on the Bulgarian sociological tradition in the studies 

of social relations in human communities and its approach should be openly defined as 

sociological. This part of the work also contains a specific statement of the research process with 

precise definitions of the purpose, tasks, subject and object of the research. If the four leading 

hypotheses could be better formulated, then the precise definition of the author's main thesis 

shows high professionalism. A brief description of the rich empirical basis for the analysis is also 

given. The work would benefit from a more detailed presentation of the methods of collecting 

empirical data and the methods of their analysis, e.g. the methods of selecting interviewees, as 

well as the format, duration and techniques used for monitoring are insufficiently clarified. In the 

end, the author correctly introduces us to the specific socio-cultural context of small settlements 

as an object of study. 

The first chapter is devoted to clarifying the basic concepts with which the author builds the 

theoretical model of his research. Special attention is paid to local holidays as a specific form of 

collective action, mobilizing intra-community resources for sustainable development and 

indicating their complex importance for the local community. The possibility is also implied that 

they will grow into national and global and thus have a wider scope of impact. To clarify the 

concept of a local community, the author analyzes the approaches of many significant 

researchers, and again demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the relevant scientific literature 

at home and abroad. An important contribution of Kamelia Petkova is the development of the 

soft power concept in the context of local holidays. According to the author, soft power should 

be understood as the local community’s capacity for social impact and cultural consolidation 

through shared values, cultural practices and social connections that add value to inner cohesion. 

The author's merit is the presentation of the resources of soft power and socio-group actors who 

can mobilize them to achieve their socio-group goals. We should also note the appropriate 

figures illustrating the multifaceted aspects of the analysis. It is not clear why this part of the 

work, devoted to the theoretical perspective of the study, presents ‘key success characteristics 

of local social-group actors’, the table cited referring to a manual of a non-governmental 

organisation, and it would be more logical to present and evaluate the factors for the success of 

the interaction as conclusions from the whole analysis in the work. 

In chapter two, the author examines the process of impact of local holidays on the local 

community in small settlements, applying the developed theoretical framework in the previous 

chapter to the analysis of the collected empirical information. The effect of holidays is studied 

depending on their scope, forms, thematic focus, main actors, forms and channels for 
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preparation and promotion of holidays and other aspects of interaction. Above all, data from the 

survey and quotes from in-depth interviews are presented, confirming the importance of local 

holidays for the formation of the "soft power" of small settlements. Numerous photographs from 

Facebook and possibly some author's photos have also been attached, with the source not 

everywhere indicated. The chapter ends with a brief summary, mainly about the positive aspects 

of the interaction between different actors and the positive effect of the impact on the local 

community, without sufficient conclusions about possible contradictions in the process, conflicts 

between actors and negative impacts on the community. 

Chapter 3 sets out the model for compiling an index of the contribution of local holidays to the 

creation of the ‘soft’ power of the local community. With this index, the work acquires an 

important applied aspect, as the index allows for real tracking of sociological interactions 

between individual local initiative socio-group actors and hence for maximizing the benefits of 

holding such holidays. Kamelia Petkova’s model is modelled on the Global Soft Power Index and 

is based on representative quantitative survey data, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions 

and included observations. The Local Holidays Contribution Index is made up of three groups of 

factors with a total of 27 indicators, which are described in detail without sufficiently clarifying 

their relationship with the survey results presented in the previous chapter. A positive element 

is the demonstrated calculation of the index value for four Bulgarian villages. The mechanism for 

assigning values to multiple indicators, based on qualitative research that requires financial and 

time resources, reduces the practical applicability of the indicator. 

 

In the conclusion, the author summarizes the results of the analysis and concludes on the 

confirmation of the four hypotheses of the study and the main thesis. Social inequalities within 

local communities are insufficiently affected, with ‘local people’ treated as a homogeneous 

group. The author is also credited with formulating a recommendation to support the holding of 

local holidays in neighbourhoods in large cities, a trend that we are witnessing in more and more 

places.  

 

2.2. Assessment of contributions in the presented paper publications 

Many of the publications presented are based on data and analyses in the habilitation work. In 

the remaining more than 10 publications, the analysis is directed to a survey of specific social 

groups such as Roma, youth, unemployed, refugees, immigrants, entrepreneurs in small and 

medium enterprises and other employers, with which Kamelia Petkova fills the mentioned gap in 

the survey of local social group actors in local communities. The applicant's contribution is to 

clarify the diverse aspects of social and economic vulnerability of these groups facing the 

challenges of digital transformation in the Bulgarian context. As in the habilitation work, here 
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too, the author highlights the role of institutional and informal actors in overcoming the social 

isolation of groups in vulnerable situations and reducing social inequalities.  

In conclusion, the submitted works of the candidate (monograph and publications) are proof of 

high scientific competence and outstanding research capacity. Undoubtedly, the publications 

with which Kamelia Petkova participates in the competition have a contributing character, both 

for theory and practice. I believe that the presented author's report on the contributions actually 

reflects the achievements of Dr. Petkova in the main problematic fields in which she works. 

 

3. Critical remarks and recommendations  

I have no general criticisms of the materials submitted for the application.  I believe that the 

candidate has a high potential for professional participation in future research projects and has 

the necessary skills to formulate new scientific and applied contributions.  I recommend more 

participation in international publications with comparative analysis of the researched problems 

in different social contexts.  

 

4. Personal impressions of the candidate  

I do not know Kamelia Petkova personally, but only as an established author of publications on 

current issues of Bulgarian society.  

 

5. Conclusion on the application  

Having examined the materials and scientific papers presented in the competition and based on 

the analysis of their significance and the contributions contained therein, I confirm that the 

candidate's scientific achievements are in accordance with the minimum national requirements 

and the additional requirements of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the IPS for the terms 

and conditions for obtaining scientific degrees and for occupying academic positions. The 

scientific and applied contributions to the candidate’s publications and his professional 

competence give me reason to strongly support the candidacy of Chief Assistant Dr. Kamelia 

Petkova for the academic position of associate professor in the professional field 3.1. Sociology, 

Anthropology and Cultural Sciences (Sociology) at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at 

the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 

 

 

5.12.2025                                                                                        Drafted the opinion:  

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Siyka Kovacheva) 


